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# # 6080169222 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEYWORD: world-systems theory, national identity, core countries, periphery countries,
science fiction
Ariya Jhiinapengkad : National Identity of Periphery Countries and the Domination of the
Core Countriesin Contemporary Science Fiction. Advisor: Asst. Prof. THOSAENG
CHAOCHUTI, Ph.D.

Employing Immanuel Wallerstein’s World-Systems theory, this research explores
national identity as a cultural tool used to negotiate the economically, socially, and culturally
unbalanced relationship between the core and periphery countries. The studied texts include The
Windup Girl (2010), Lagoon (2014), and Plum Rains (2018). The selected works demonstrate how
national identity in periphery countries is often defined by the state, characterized by religious
prejudices, and used to prevent access to resources. In The Windup Girl, the Thai government
uses national identity as a tool to free itself from world capitalism and international interference so
as to preserve national essentialism. Nigeria’s national identity in Lagoon is the result of the
hybridization between diverse historical cultures and natural resources. It is a key factor used to
negotiate with core countries in the system of world capitalism. Finally, it helps decentralize power
and channel it into the hands of the people of Nigeria. Last but not least, the notion of national
identity in Plum Rains is defined solely by individuals. It is no longer based on geography, nation
states, or the majority of the people. The recurring motifs in science fiction genre, such as non-
human characters, have resurrected the notion of national identity of the periphery country in the
future that is dominated by core countries and deeply ingrained neoliberalism. The roles of these
non-human characters raise the question of whether national and racial essentialism are crucial to
the survival of humankind in the crises of globalization and resource shortages. Additionally,
human and non-human’s co-existences in these fictional works also illustrate that the human may

no longer be at the center of the newly redefined national identity in the not so distant future.

Field of Study: Comparative Literature Student's Signature .........cccoceviiiiienns

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ........cccceveveeienennn.
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place of mixing. The ocean mixed with the land and the wealthy mixed with the
poor. Bar Beach attracted drug dealers, squatters, various accents, and
languages, seagulls, garbage, and biting flies, tourists and all kind of religious

zealots. (Okorafor, 2014, p. 14)
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served everything from Nigerian cuisine to Chinese food. Expats and locals alike
frequented the place. That's what gave the tribe’'s Calabash its reputation and
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He sat staring at the wrought-iron black gate that surrounded Father Oke’s
home, waiting. It was a solid gate built into a solid thick white wall that
surrounded a magnificent compound. The fence around Chris’s house was only
wrought iron, so passers-by could see into the compound if they were nosy. He
and his wife Adaora did very well, but even they could not afford to build and
maintain this kind of wall, not while building and maintaining the house itself.

(Okorafor, 2014, p. 33)
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too, though the walls were really just the walls of much larger home boxing them

in.”(Okorafor, 2014, p. 33) A1UseNed9muFauRauT UL Iatelan AUt LaesTuty
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He stumbled up a manicured driveway to the luxurious Eko Hotel, skirting around
the over-maintained palm trees and past the locked-up gift shop. As it was a
haven for expats, he'd expected the place to be like a fortress. [...] Instead, it
was surrounded by skittish armed security guards who barely said a word to him

as he passed. (Okorafor, 2014, p. 111)
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Even while you waited for the last exam’s results, there were new updates being
issued, another exam already scheduled, online forums in which workers from
Indonesia and the Philippines guessed which medical Kanji would be dropped
or added. The conspiracy-minded commenters said that the foreign worker

system was designed to fail. (Romano-Lax, 2018, p. 22)
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When she had sat in the park at lunch break, on a square of cardboard, reading
comic books — the Filipino kind, not manga, the kind Junichi talked about
ceaselessly thanks to his jobs promoting pop culture at the same Ministry that
employed Itou-san. The Filipino comics were romance novels and chronicles of
immigrant survival, rendered graphically not because it was cool, but because of

her so many fellow Pinoys barely knew how to read. (Romano-Lax, 2018, p. 23)
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“You're holding the city hostage?”
“The white shirts seem to have forgotten they need outsiders. We're in the
middle of a new Expansion and every string is connected to other

strings.”(Bacigalupi, 2010, p. 140)
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Instead of being the coordinated crystallization of the people’s innermost
aspirations, instead of being the most tangible, immediate product of popular
mobilization, national consciousness is nothing but crude, empty, fragile shell.
(...) The national bourgeoisie, which takes over the power at the end of colonial
regime, is an underdeveloped bourgeois. Its economic clout is practically zero,
and in any case, no way commensurate with that of its metropolitan counterpart

which it intends replacing. (Fanon, 1963, pp. 97-98)
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AgriGen and PurCal and the rest were shipping their plague-resistant seeds and
demanding exorbitant profits, and patriotic gene rippers were already working to
crack the code of the calories companies’ products, fighting to keep the
Kingdom fed as Burma and the Vietnamese and the Khmers all fell. AgriGen and
its ilk were threatening embargo over intellectual property infringement, but the
Thai Kingdom was still alive. Against all odds, they were alive. As the others
were crushed under the calories’ heels, the Kingdom stood strong. (Bacigalupi,

2010, p. 176)
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Golden statues of Buddha and Phra Seub gaze down on the assembling people,
serene. The screens on the temple walls portray scenes of the fall of Old
Thailand: The farang releasing their plagues on the earth, animals and plants
collapsing as their food webs unraveled; his Royal Majesty King Rama XIl
mustering his final pitiful human forces, flanked by Hanuman and his monkey
warriors. Images of Krut and Kirimukha and an army of half-human kala fighting

back the rising seas and plagues. (Bacigalupi, 2010, pp. 142-143)
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“I'm sorry to say, my wife has become a marine witch, O!” he announced
grandly. The church exploded with indignation and Chris’'s heart swelled. Tears
gathered in eyes. “I need help!” he shouted, clenching his fists.

“You will get em!” a man shouted back.

“Kai! God will help you, o!” a woman shouted. “The Lord will favor you, o!” a
child shouted.

“Have no fear!” Father Oke told Chris. “/ will save your wife.”

(Okorafor, 2014, p. 61)
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In Japan she is a wonder. Here, she is nothing but a windup. The men laugh at
her strange gait and make face of disgust that she exists at all. She is a creature
forbidden to them. The Thai men would happily mulch her in their methane
composing pools. If they met her or an AgriGen calorie man, it is hard to say
which they would rather see mulched first. And then there are the gaijin. She
wonders how many of them claimed membership in Grahamite Church,
dedicated to destroying everything that she represents: her affront to niche and
nature. And yet they sit contentedly and enjoy this humiliation of her still.

(Bacigalupi, 2010, p. 262)
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Inedunaulfiiusiwae (Raleigh) laNae9Ta9 Lol InzAn31 “Despite herself, Emiko
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Anderson takes a shuddering breath, forcing away the memories. She is the
opposite of invasive plagues he fights every day. A hothouse flower, dropped
into a world too harsh for her delicate heritage. It seems unlikely that she will
survive for long. Not in this climate. Not with these people. Perhaps it was that
invulnerability that moved him, her pretended strength when she had nothing at
all. Seeing her fight for a semblance of pride even as she hiked up her skirt at
Raleigh’s order. (Bacigalupi, 2010, p. 88)
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The evil half, ruled by the animal hungers of their genes, by the many splicings
and additions that changed them into what they were. And balanced against
this, this civilized self, the side that knows the difference between niche and
animal urge. That comprehends its place in the hierarchies of their country and
people and appreciates the gift their patrons provide by giving them life.

(Bacigalupi, 2010, p. 221)
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“Where the hell are we?” Carlyle murmurs. “I'm completely turned around.”
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than to protect an earlier version of the human creature.”(Bacigalupi, 2010, p. 345)
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She wonders if it was really better than in the past, if there really was a golden
age fueled by petroleum and technology. A time when every solution to a
problem didn’t engender another. She wants to curse those farang who came
before. The colorie man with their active labs and their carefully cultured crop
strains that would feed the world. Their modified animals would work so much

more efficiently on fewer calories. The AgriGens and PurCals who claimed that
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they were happy to feed the world, to export their patented grains, and then

always found a way to delay. (Bacigalupi, 2010, p. 302)
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the people are the historical 'objects' of a nationalist pedagogy, giving the
discourse an authority that is based on the pre-given or constituted historical
origin in the past; the people are also the 'subjects' of a process of signification
that must erase any prior or originary presence of the nation-people to
demonstrate the prodigious, living principles of the People as contemporaneity:
as that sign of the present through which national life is redeemed and iterated
as a reproductive process. (Bhabha, 1994, p. 296)
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Agu felt as if the world had turned upside down. Everything seemed dreamlike.
He looked toward the street where the flames of burning building lit up the area.
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trucks beeping as they tried to get through. It looked like a riot. Yet here were
these people carving up what could only be a whale. Even in the midst of such

chaos, people were still people. (Okorafor, 2014, pp. 115-116)
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Bar Beach was deserted. There were now barricades preventing anyone from
coming onto it. A minute after the second great sound erupting, military men and
police who'd been guarding the place had dropped and pocketed their mobile
phones and run off. The noise was huge. It was bigger and richer than the one
from the previous night. All the car and building windows in a one-mile radius

shattered; birds, insects and bats fell to the ground, dogs bark, cats hid, lizards
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scurried, several forms of bacteria died and others germinated. The noise this
time was so profound that many of the weaker multicellular organism in parts of

the ocean closest to the source were obliterated. (Okorafor, 2014, p. 114)

3 o v & = e i =
TapNAINa1Lan liiuieANAaTRTTasNUN UNT D1 a0 unasneiduriaiade

2%

naugniatulnangunmsuazA1aNdINIATAAaLNNTNNTNIBINYEEEH19AN WY

1
o

QI = al dl al o 1 A al 6 1 dl o o =X
WURUNTIZLAEINANNIRNNNELR Lﬁﬁlﬂﬂﬁﬂ@’]’lﬂ’ﬂL'N‘Elﬂﬂl’ﬂ\‘}llig}‘tfﬂMWQQWQVIﬂ’]@Q@m\I’m\‘I’H’]E}ﬁQ

' | ) ¥ Al ve a A
ARIANDA ﬂqﬁ“]_l??ﬂqﬂqqllilLWE\?LW]N%}‘]&}’HW]quumi@?uN@ﬂﬁ‘zmu@qﬂﬂ’]?ﬂznﬂﬂ\‘]L@ﬂ\‘]‘wqq

v
v o &

wagsuiadndiandnslunisneilasunansenulaisieiu wansdanansenunasu s

ANIFABTZULTLA 11NN

4:‘ Aaa dl 6 o =2 1 | dl a dl d” 1 A
mmnmuu@ﬂmnugﬂﬂmgﬂmmmaEmﬁmLu@ﬂumumﬂwmu NANIAR Lagoon

Tauniaue “@ue” wasyNneasdaazasnlilduystuatsaiia Fandidy polyphony™

|
@ A v

A a Y & o A 1 Yo a adda o
ﬂ’]?V]u'JUE’]ﬂLNHGL‘V]Lﬁul’@ﬂ\‘}mﬁ@’]ﬂu@’]ﬁl,ﬂﬂqu ﬂLW@mﬁ"]\‘]ﬁqqﬂﬁ@Uﬁ??NIVﬂU@QNTQWW

v '
v aa

o 1 e o 4 A lo o 8 v & Pt
1N1°ﬁLLﬂLWH@L@WW:NQEHLVI’M‘L&‘W I@ﬂqﬂiﬁL@qL?@fm@\jmuL@ﬂ LLmﬂﬂwaﬁLﬂuqqﬂqﬂiuLNﬂ\‘]

o aHa

aneadIlANTInEuA et N AaiunyEe ualiana lanszmindanisagfaniusendng

| 1
aaa A A

NUHETLATAINTINBUN LA SUNANIENLAINNIRD NI L0 EFN9A1 uazyinliiiudanigng

" o °o o o a ¥ a
LEIDUUBIN UYL AN G’Y]Qﬂf]ﬁqu’&?’mﬂqqllLﬂ@ﬂuLLﬂ@\ﬂu'Nﬂ'm\‘i m‘ﬂnﬂ@??‘v\l@\‘]

1 v
= o v A v &

Lﬁmmmumamﬂm AU UL uﬁﬂuuumwﬂmmmmu LHNHN 'f?m'?atytquuu

a

{ (%
o ] a

naenuu Inganizatnagedannssinemny (swordfish) AgnnADNAILALNLINB W TN

a u

danselnsnnuidludndnenduag liveamiawazidudalainatiauenniuinaonunnlng

a

THUWATNITN A UTBIN Y F19A19 11T D90 YRR TUAnIun Fan iy

]
o 1%

1 v 1 v
wen1saindainseineanuluunusn “nanaiug” anuiduniaaingaaunssnuidy

FPSO' wanauandnn yinligilinsaas ‘e’ wWasuwlasll dedamanudn

15 2 o ~ v ~ o = o o a v a
polyphony #uNeIng 5]’]‘].I‘V1‘V]‘]J§‘$ﬂﬂ‘].l1ﬂW]FJHNN@\?WV@']HV@’]EI‘H@QV@’]EI[FI'JZQW’]T gN Lﬂumwmmmmammum [ANGN]

44 Bakhtin, M. (1984). Problems of Dostoevsky's Poetics. University of Minnesota Press.

' FPSO (Floating Production Storage and Offloading) #s1gif BananuazinALTIngiaey wiaanun nau@eimas

990, (2554). va‘immi https://dmf.go.th/public/list/data/index/menu/670/page/6



119

Her sword-like spear is no longer and so sharp at the tip that it sings. They made
her eyes like the blackest stone and she can see deep in the ocean and high in
the sky. And when she wants to, she can make spikes of cartilage just out along
her spine as if she is some ancestral creature from the deepest ocean caves of
old. The last thing she requires is to be three times her size and twice her

weight. They make it so.

Now she is no longer a great swordfish. She is a monster. (Okorafor, 2014, p. 6)
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just tribes when the Spanish came. Yet look how well we do everywhere. In the
United States, poor Filipino-Americans are almost unheard of. No ethnic group
has less poverty. Because when we get to a new place, we work so hard. (...)
it's our nuclear family that we count on: mother, father, brother, sister. (...) A
Filipina has to make money for her family. Filipina can put up with conditions few
others can't because they have a reason to face any obstacle. Take away that
reason, things fall apart in the nation, in the family, in the head and in the heart.

(Romano-Lax, 2018, p. 135)
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