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# # 6280026122 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORD: Asirawat, periodical, panegyric literature
Parames Apairittirong : "Asirawat" in Thai Periodicals from the Reign of King Rama Vto the Reign of
King Rama VIII : Thai Panegyric Literaturein Modern Publications. Advisor: Asst. Prof. ARTHID
SHERAVANICHKUL, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study the literary conventions and creations in 247 “Asirawat” poems published

in 30 periodicals between the reign of King Rama V and the reign of King Rama VIII.

The study finds that "Asirawat" is a literary work mostly composed in short verses to praise and
bless the monarch and members of the royal family on significant occasions. The content is divided into two
main parts: praise and blessing. "Asirawat" both adheres to the conventions in traditional Thai panegyrics and
establishes its own disticnt styles. In terms of form, it employs traditional versification, as used in traditional
Thai panegyrics, as well as invents new versifications. The length of each poem conforms to the characteristics
of the respective periodicals. In terms of content and concepts, "Asirawat" upholds conventional panegyrical
contents and concepts from traditional literature, including religious portrayals of the monarch as
Dharmikaraja, Bodhisattvaraja, Cakravartin, and Devaraja. Its also emphasizes the concept that the monarch is a
wise and talented ruler, that the monarch is dedicated to royal duties for the people’s benefit, and that the
monarch possesses an almighty power of merit. Additionally, "Asirawat" also includes other panegyric contents
that appreciates the city and royal ceremonies to showcase the King’s prestige. Meanwhile, "Asirawat" within
the periodicals demonstrates creative panegyrical content by introducing new concepts relevant to specific
reigns and clearly indicating royal occasions. In terms of literary techniques, "Asirawat" maintains the use of
phraseology, metaphors, and content organization seen in the traditional panegyrics while introducing new
metaphors and narration styles to captivate attention. Therefore, it can be concluded that "Asirawat" is a novel
form of Thai panegyrics that gains widespread popularity through the ascendency of periodicals. It plays a
significant role in venerating the Thai monarchy and functions as an historical record spanning from the reign of
King Rama V to the reign of King Rama VIII. Importantly, it constitutes an essential part of the development of

Thai periodicals and Thai literature.

Field of Study: Thai Student's Signature .......ccooevereeecineene

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ..........cccecveeieeeenns
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