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# # 6180152622 : MAJOR HISTORY
KEYWORD: ETHNIC CHINESE, THE URBAN AREA OF ROI ET, CHINESE IMMIGRANT,
MIDDLEMAN
Peerawat Poonsawatpong : THE ETHNIC CHINESE AND THE ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL CHANGE OF THE URBAN AREA IN ROI ET, 1930s-1990s. Advisor: Assoc. Prof.
WASANA WONGSURAWAT, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study the role of the ethnic Chinese in the change of Roi Et urban
area, 1930s-1990s. The study was divided into three parts: economy, politics, and society, in
various aspects within the context of each era. The study started with the first generation of
Chinese immigrants who appeared to gather in Roi Et and continued with the Thai-Chinese who
were in harmony with the locals. This is a study of the history of the ethnic Chinese as a whole

and gives individual examples.

This thesis proposes that the Chinese immigrants to Roi Et have specific characteristics
that are different from the Chinese immigrants to other areas. Only the first group of Chinese
immigrants entered Roi Et like empty men. The next generation of Chinese immigrants is
according to relatives or immigrants with possessions already. Due to the geographical factors of
Roi Et being far from the main transportation routes, the Chinese community in Roi Et formed
later than other areas in the Northeast. The first role of Chinese immigrants was to be a merchant.
The status of Chinese middlemen has catalyzed the rural economy to develop into capitalism,
and many factors facilitate the ethnic Chinese to succeed in business. Hence, they have
influenced the economy of Roi Et. Business success leads to the quest for political power. Many
politicians are descendants of Chinese immigrants who have entered politics for different
reasons. Some have been successful in national politics. Some families evolved into political
families and were active in local politics for long periods of power. Another important thing is
the social role, which reflects the relationship between the ethnic Chinese and the locals, either

assimilation or cultural conflict, including participation in community activities, all of which affect

tha ctatiic Af tha athnic Chinacae Tharafara tha athnic Chinaca ara racardad ac the minarihvy wha

Field of Study: History Student's Signature .......ccccevvveciecnne.

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ........ccoeeceeeeeenenenn.
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