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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background & Significances

Korea was a unified nation for centuries prior to Japan's conquest of the
country following its victory in the Russo-Japanese War. After Japan's surrender to
the Allies during World War 1l, the US and the Soviet Union took control of the
Korean peninsula from Japan. The superpowers decided to split Korea between
themselves along the 38th parallel, which roughly divided the peninsula in half. It
led to the Korean War; a civil war that evolved into a proxy conflict between
superpowers supporting communism and democracy. No peace treaty was ever
signed, despite North and South Korea, the US, and China agreeing to formally end
the conflict in December 2021 (Rotondi, 2021). Because of that event, the two Koreas
have developed their identities along with their main different constructions in
ideology, which g¢radually separate one unified nation into two, not only
geographically but sociologically. It is true that outsiders perceive their obvious
similarities and differences from an outcome of the separation; however, they never
know the detailed information. It is opposite to South Koreans, as insiders, who
already feel that they are all separated from the North by their social constructions
which make it impracticable for them to be integrated. South Korean People in their
20s and 30s are more likely to express unfriendly sentiments about the North and
are less inclined to perceive it as a part of the same country. They have a lower
propensity to favor reunification (Work, 2018). Consequently, to ensure that belief
and its sovereignty, some television series are used as a diplomatic tool to enlighten
foreigners by portraying how similar and different the two Koreas are.

South Korean television dramas: so-called K-dramas, are scripted TV programs
produced by the Republic of Korea. During the 2010s, K-dramas started to acquire
popularity in the West, mostly due to streamers who made it feasible for people to

watch Korean material online with English subtitles lawfully. According to research



published in 2014 by the Korea Creative Content Agency (KOCCA), almost 18 million
Americans watched K-dramas. Netflix, one of the most prominent international
online platforms, started making significant investments in Korean dramas and
released its first Korean original series in 2019. Then 2020 occurred, which ended up
being a watershed year for K-dramas. According to a Netflix representative, watching
of Korean material in Asia climbed four times as much in 2020 as it did in 20109.
Recently, more than 30 languages have been dubbed and subtitled for K-dramas on
Netflix (R. Kim, 2021). It can be concluded that, lately, K-dramas on international
platforms, such as Netflix, not only help broadcast South Koreanness to audiences
all around the globe drastically but also ingeniously inculcate outsiders by portraying
the similarities and differences between South Korea and North Korea to foreign
eyes.

It is widely accepted that the entertainment sector of South Korea such as K-
drama is powerful and successful, not only domestically but globally. To illustrate,
one of the most successful ones: Crash Landing on You had a final episode audience
rate of 21.6%, breaking local records (Korb, 2021). In addition, the series amassed a
record 1.75 billion internet views, demonstrating its enormous appeal
worldwide (Schwartz, 2020). It was named one of the top international television
shows of all time by Time, Variety, and Elle. Intriguingly, in week 49 of 2021, it is
among the top 10 TV series in Japan and Thailand. The interesting part is the drama
has deeply and profoundly juxtaposed the images of two Koreas, not to mention its
successful outcome and positive effect which led to the creation of potential
remakes. As stated by Jinny Howe, the vice president of drama series for the US and
Canada at Netflix, the division would be a little bit more symbolic in sci-fi form in the
remake version because the original show is precisely about North Korea and South
Korea (Paul, 2023). By watching the show, audiences do not only consume the rom-
com narration, but the inside information on the two Koreas’ situation and their
tension nowadays. People can say South Korea and North Korea are totally different
these days, but not many could point out where or how? Fortunately,

watching Crash Landing on You could help them answer the question. At the same



time, the more the series enlightens audiences about the similarities and differences
between the two Koreas, the more vivid South Korea could be.

All the above clearly shows the importance of studying the South Korean
television series called Crash Landing on You which plays a significant role as a tool
for creating national awareness. This study allows readers to explore the distinctions
between the two Koreas that have been made through the series and its effects on
Thai audiences’ perspectives toward the countries. It should be noted that there are
exceptionally few countries in the world that are separated from one to two, not
mentioning countries that had been separated before World War | (Ball), which
makes Korea an exceptional case as a country with already existed identity and
separated into two in the Modern Age. Therefore, it is notably useful to study this
topic and learn its political and social background. In addition, the selected drama is
a globally big hit of K-dramas which is projected as a representative of South Korean
identity in the eyes of people around the world. Most importantly, it epitomizes how
powerful soft power is. It could help promote the national image and affirm identity
and sovereignty by guaranteeing its separation from the North on a subtle level to

outsiders.

1.2 Objectives

The study, firstly, attempts to explore the historical and political background
behind the two Koreas in terms of their ideologies that influence other aspects of
societies. And secondly, it strives to examine the process and outcome of the

worldwide hit K-dramas: Crash Landing on You, as a diplomatic tool.

1.3 Research Questions

The study aims to answer two key questions: first, how does Crash Landing on
You depict the distinctions between the two Koreas, and second, how does that

impact the international perception toward the countries?



1.4 Hypothesis

The study hypothesizes that the similarities and differences between the two
Koreas have been portrayed through Crash Landing on You by juxtaposing how the
different ideologies affect each aspect of societies and people in the same settings.
Their disparities in language, way of life, or social values are portrayed in the scripts
and visuals which separate the two Koreas in terms of ideology. Consequently, it
grooms international perception toward the Republic of Korea and the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea as completed new identities and legitimates their
sovereignty as totally different countries from each other. Because the more

audiences watch, the more vivid each country’s image is well-delivered.

1.5 Scopes of Study

The study will analyze the content provided and the hidden agenda, in terms of
different ideologies between the two Koreas, of the celebrated South Korean
drama Crash Landing on You broadcasted from 2019 to 2020 on Netflix, without
watching the potential remake version. This includes the production, the narration,
the director’s interviews, etc. Secondly, to survey the outcome and success of the
chosen drama as a diplomatic tool, questionnaires of Thai audiences in the age range
from 18 to more than 42 years old will be used as indicators and sources of
information that understandably reflect the similarity and distinction of two Koreas

through the eyes of foreigners such as Thais.

1.6 Methodology

This study attempts to empirically analyze data from literature research to
explore insights into two Koreas’ historical and political backgrounds. In cases where
it is difficult to get the main information, secondary data will be supplemented. Also,
it should be noted that the content of the various articles is used with consideration
of fluidity and time limit. Also, to survey the effect of Crash Landing on You toward

the international perception of two Koreas through the lens of outsiders, a



questionnaire of Thai series watchers, by using Taro Yamane's statistical formula to
get the appropriate sample size of 300 respondents, would be employed. Owning to
the fact that an adequate margin of error and the point of decreasing returns are
typically provided by sample sizes of 300 respondents, this number of responders is
selected for the study.

Accordingly, Chapter 1 consists of the backeround & significance, objectives,
research question, hypothesis, and scopes of study, respectively. Then, the literature
review will be in Chapter 2, while the methodology & framework in Chapter 3.
Chapter 4 will concentrate on the ideologies of the two Koreas and the drama
productions. Next, Chapter 5 will be an analysis section of the juxtaposition images
and a questionnaire. It mainly concentrates on the series’ scripts, visuals, and
hidden agenda through the researcher's interpretation, combined with a review of
the literature on the production process and interviews to examine how the two are
distinct. Later, Chapter 6 is a conclusion part that wraps up each of the previous
chapters' matters. Last but not least, the questionnaire forms will be provided in the

appendix section. And bibliography will be contributed lastly.

1.7 Theoretical Framework

South Korea
Mational Awareness
Metflix
Crash
Ko Landi e
reas anding Juxtaposition

Morth Korea South Korea
nb

ada an Yeu
Images
South Korea' s
Entertairment Sector Korean Peninsula
Current State

Because nowadays there are two Koreas, there certainly are differences at
some points. And those points are juxtaposed in a tv-series called Crash Landing on
You by means of South Korea’s entertainment sector and Netflix to manifest the

national ideology. Consequently, South Korea’s national awareness is raised



while implicitly distinct from the North. The juxtaposition of images portrayed
through the drama does not highlight only one particular country, but both Koreas.
Therefore, the more they are different, the more vivid their national images are.
Although the distinctions between the two are mainly presented in the series, what

is also delivered is a story of the Korean Peninsula nowadays.



CHAPTER Il

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 National Brand

The Korean War unexpectedly generated a gap that resulted in the Korean
Peninsula's continued partition since originally, undivided Korea was thought to be
united by nationalism and tradition, which would seem to allow for a smooth
reunion (Barry, 2012). On the Korean Peninsula, however, this has not been the case.
The gap may have been maintained by a split that predated the conflict. This has
been perpetuated in part because some of the conversations in the two areas are
based on concepts and ideals that have stood the test of time (Horton, 2020).
Originally, the history and culture of the Korean Peninsula were dominated by Neo-
Confucianism. Nevertheless, they were changed due to the separation. North
Korea’s Juche suggests that people ought to be able to support themselves on their
own, without the need for outside help (S.-K. Kim, 2021). Its major goal is to protect
its independence from foreign power, which is completely at odds with South
Korea’s capitalist ideology. South Korea is receptive to globalization and heavily
influenced politically by the US. In addition to holding free and fair elections for the
people to be in power according to their rights, the Republic of Korea is not a cult-
of-personality state (Horton, 2020). According to Kim, one unified ideology has
historically dominated the Korean Peninsula; however, after the separation each
Korea has developed its own different ones, which have gradually enlarged the gap
between the two, as claimed by Barry and Horton. Consequently, to brand the

nation with its substitutive identity, the government’s role is to reinforce it.

2.2 Korean Wave

Some nations, like South Korea, have branded themselves based on the
public's opinion of their brands, which has had a tremendously positive impact on

their economy and sense of self-respect (Anholt, 2011). It is important to note that



the strategic frameworks for a country's cultural policy can be significantly influenced
by the nation’s brand (Kim, 2012). The Public Diplomacy Act defines it as “diplomatic
actions by which the State promotes foreign nationals' awareness of and trust in the
Republic of Korea directly or in collaboration with local governments or the business
sector based on culture, knowledge, policies, and so on” in order to boost Korea's
worldwide image and status “by establishing foundations to develop public
diplomacy and increase its effectiveness by providing for issues required for public
diplomatic operations” (Public Diplomacy Act, 2016). Public diplomacy, as a nation-
state’s strategic efforts to advance its national interests, aims to change public
perceptions of how a nation's foreign policies are developed and carried out through
a variety of means, including ideas, practices, values, culture, art, food, music, media,
language, and economic assistance (Nye Jr, 2008). Nation branding has a direct
connection to the government's public diplomacy to reinforce the country's identity
and manipulate a better national image, claim Kim, Anholt, Nye Jr., and the Public
Diplomatic Act of South Korea. Consequently, the government has used the Korean
Wave as a domestic and global diplomatic weapon to boost its economic
diversification, export profile, and cultural and public diplomacy results as a result of
the surge and overwhelming popularity of these items throughout the world (Lee,
2021). The Korean Wave has become a showcase window exhibit that policymakers
and media academics need to carefully examine when it comes to the changing role
of the nation-state since the government has also directly sponsored the cultural
sectors (Jin, 2016). According to Lee and lJin, Korean Wave works both economically
and politically. South Korean government uses the Korean Wave platform as a
medium to communicate and deliver messages to outsiders. Television and
series have frequently shattered cultural prejudices and healed political rifts. But few
places are as estranged from one another as the Korean Peninsula, which is also
bound together by language and traditions (M.-J. D. Kim, Simon, 2020). In keeping
with Kim & Denyer, the relationship between South Korea and North Korea could not
be ameliorated by only a tv-series; however, a show called Crash Landing on You is

a good start.



2.3 Public Diplomacy & Reunification

Public diplomacy in South Korea comprises fostering diplomatic ties by
sharing the country's history, traditions, arts, values, policies, and vision with foreign
nations through direct communication. They improve diplomatic relations and
national image by winning the international community's trust and expanding the
country's worldwide influence. In 2010, the Korean government introduced public
diplomacy as one of the three pillars that govern diplomatic relations, along with
state diplomacy and economic diplomacy. After enacting the Public Diplomacy Act in
August 2017, the Korean government has since made all-out efforts to retain public
diplomacy funding and strengthen ties amongst ministerial sects. The promotion of
the national brand, expansion of favorable conditions for the Korean language
abroad, improvement of accurate understanding of Korea, and support for Korea
through interactive cultural diplomacy are key tasks. Another crucial task includes
building international support for lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula (MOFA)
which was taken seriously and brought up frequently by former president Moon Jae-
In. He spoke at the Mass Games in Pyongyang on Wednesday night, making history as
the first South Korean leader to address a North Korean audience. He said that the
two nations should "become one" as they were before the war in his speech (BBC,
2018). "We had lived together for 5,000 years and have lived separately for only 70
years. | urge all of you to end those hostilities and take a big step toward
reunification," he stated in front of 150,000 North Koreans (Jung, 2018). Again, ex-
president Moon referred to the end of Japanese wartime rule over Korea, saying, "l
pledge to solidify the foundation so that we can successfully host the joint 2032
Seoul-Pyongyang Olympics and stand tall in the world as one Korea by achieving
peace and unification by 2045, which will mark the 100th anniversary of liberation
(Mccurry, 2019).” Moon indeed paid attention to the issue of reunification between
the two Koreas. His ambitions were communicated in both his speech and his
support for the Korean Wave, which encourages the Korean peninsula’s relations.
Not to mention tons of media that partly touch upon the issue of relations between

North Korea and South Korea such as Train to Busan 2: Peninsula (2020), Squid
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Game (2021), Hellbound (2021), and Extraordinary Attorney Woo (2022), etc., during
his presidency between 2017-2022, there were mainstream tv-series whose plot
principally involves two Koreas’ topics such as Snowdrop (2021-2022) on DisneyPlus
Hotstar, Money Heist: Korea — Joint Economic Area (2022), and Crash Landing on You

(2019-2020) on Netflix.

2.4 Crash Landing on You

A successful and groundbreaking South Korean television series Crash Landing
on You was created by Park Ji-Eun, produced by Studio Dragon, and featured Hyun
Bin and Son Ye-Jin. The show broadcasted on tvN in South Korea from December 14,
2019, to February 16, 2020, and on Netflix overseas (Crash Landing On You, 2020). It
was named one of the “Best International Shows on Netflix” and the “Best
International TV Series of 2020” in the United States by Variety (The Best
International Shows on Netflix, 2020). It was also called “one of the top Korean
dramas on Netflix” by Time (Moon, 2020). Crash Landing on You “is unlike any other
show you've ever seen. It features wild action sequences, unblinking glimpses into
the destitute lives of ordinary North Koreans, and one of the most heartbreaking love
tales in years. It's a feast to be enjoyed, with 16 90-minute episodes that are the
ideal remedy to the winter quarantine blues” (O'Keefe, 2021). Most importantly, it is
a Hallyu success. Despite being a work of fiction, the series has won praise from
North Korean defectors for its portrayal of daily life there. A North Korean defector
named Kwak Moon-wan served as the show's consultant and gave the creators
information about North Korean official organizations and daily life to give the
program more credibility. About 60% of how North Korea is portrayed in the program
is realistic, according to Kang Na-Ra, a North Korean defector who provided advice to
the production crew (Kasulis, 2020). Crash Landing on You is formulaic but it "is a key
work for analyzing the ongoing changes in how North Korea is depicted in South

Korean popular culture. In fact, given the show's purposeful use of North Korean
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settings, the size of its viewership, and its international appeal, the series is maybe
the most noteworthy South Korean popular culture representation of North Korea
ever produced" (Green & Epstein, 2020). Moreover, Sarah A. Son, Lecturer in Korean
Studies at the University of Sheffield, agrees, adding that Crash Landing on You
addresses the "socio-cultural difference" between the North and South, which
academic study identifies as one of the most significant barriers to eventual
unification. Son claims that “Crash Landing on You, by re-framing preconceptions,
albeit with some creative license, possibly humanizes the North for its audience in
ways that inter-Korean communication has not in recent years. Despite its
romanticizing of the political situation, Crash Landing on You brings the division's
sorrow to a personal level for a generation of Koreans who, unlike their grandparents,
have no knowledge of what it was like to be a single nation.” A television show has
concentrated on the bonds that link the two Koreas after the breakdown of
discussions between US President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un and as interest in the possibility of a formal inter-Korean peace deal has
diminished (Son, 2020). It is the same as how Yonsei University professor John Delury
applauded the series for drawing connections between strong families in both the
South and the North, as well as for humanizing North Koreans beyond stereotypes (J.
Kim, 2020). All in all, Crash Landing on You is not only successful in its global hit, but
it is also academically praised. Regardless of its fictional elements, O'Keefe, Kasulis,
Green & Epstein, Son, and J. Kim unanimously consider it to be something fresh and
new that could portray the humanistic images of North Korea and its social
differences from South Korea admirably. Furthermore, it could be seen as a

representative of North Korea from the current point of view of South Korean



CHAPTER Il

IDEOLOGIES OF TWO KOREAS & DRAMA PRODUCTIONS

3.1 Ideologies of the Two Koreas
3.1.1 Ideology of North Korea

According to Rocky Road Travel, the only remaining authentic communist state
in the world is usually referred to as North Korea; however, the statement that there
has never been a true “communist state” may be more accurate. While socialist
nations have attempted to reach the promised land of communism, they have never
truly succeeded. Initially a Marxist-Leninist state, North Korea over time developed its
own kind of Socialism. The Juche concept started to show up more and more in
official documents by the 1960s. According to the official North Korean government
description, its fundamental meaning is “Kim Il-Sung's original, brilliant, and
revolutionary contribution to national and international thought.” It makes the claims

” [

that “man is the master of his destiny,” “the Korean masses are to act as the
masters of the revolution and construction,” and that a country may attain real
socialism by growing strong and independent. In 2009, the North Korean constitution
had all mentions of communism permanently deleted. Marx and Lenin's busts were
taken down from Kim Il Sung Square. Juche philosophy and Korean-style socialism
were the main topics of discussion. This solidified North Korea's status as a socialist
nation that places Juche and Kim Il Sungism at its core (Horan, 2021).

As stated by Korea Herald, commmunism has proven to be a failing idea and has
either vanished into history or is hiding beneath the banner of socialism. Individuality
is an issue in communist nations; the government regulates everything and performs
monitoring and censorship (Kim, 2019). Western concepts of human conflicts rely
upon an ideal of the rule of law, which is viewed as covering individuals' civil and
political rights. By contrast, in a socialist society, classes and other social groupings
are considered the primary carriers of conflicts and duties that have historically been

established by economic and technological conditions. Thus, Communists prioritize
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economic, social, and cultural rights over bourgeois legal battles. North Korea,
according to Cumings, “rejects the liberal conception of politics and human rights,
viewing it as an artifact of capitalist society, if not a type of trickery” (Cumings, 1989).
The Juche notion of organized self-reliant nationalism aligns with this disdain for the
foreign ideas of individualism and depoliticized legality. The immaculate patriarch-
dictator Kim Il-Sung is credited with instilling these mutually reinforcing principles in
North Koreans from an early age and relentlessly promoting them through the mass
organizations in which they live (West, 1987).

In keeping with the course: Reading North Korean Culture in a Global Era, for
more than 70 years, North Korea was able to govern itself and create its own social
structures. Despite being mostly cut off from the rest of the world, North Koreans
manage to make their own place on the globe. Another significant component is the
Songun ideology. The Songun policy prioritizes building up the military to support all
domestic concerns. Thus, the military is the most significant element of society's
social structure and institutions for ruling and governing it. Kim Jong Un's dictatorship
has transformed the Songun ideology into Kimilsungism and Kimjongilism. With Kim
Jong-Il's death in 2011, the Kim Jong-un regime began in 2012. As its dominant
political  philosophy, Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism is presented by the North.
Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism is the belief that the military-first ideology has vanished
and that the country and political system are now becoming more party-oriented.
Juche’s philosophy still exists, but it is no longer stressed or emphasized as much,
according to the Nodong Daily, which was published in November 2013. Kimilsungism
and Kimjongilism have taken the place of the Juche doctrine in recent years. North
Korea has a highly distinct system and uses a variety of strategies. Totalitarianism is
the first. Because North Korea claimed to have its own monolithic ideologies—yoo-il
ji-bae sa-sang in Korean—they characterize it as a totalitarian state, akin to the
Stalinist or Nazi systems. It only permits one philosophy, then. Totalitarianism is the
result, and it does not genuinely tolerate different points of view. The second set of
supporters of corporatism, or, more specifically, North Korea as a corporatist state,
compares it to totalitarianism. Corporatism has four main characteristics: it is

conservative; it is pathological, like fascism; it is neo-socialist; and it is Asian in nature.
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According to Bruce Cummings, North Korea exhibits these four main characteristics,
and he contends that it is an Asian example of neo-socialist corporatism. Wada
Haruki, a Japanese academic, is credited with coming up with the thesis that North
Korea is a guerilla unit state. He contends that North Korea is a guerrilla unit state
because Kim Il Sung and North Koreans are portrayed as having a similar symbolic
relationship to a leader and his guerrilla unit's troops. They are an extremely well-
organized tiny group that has a very deep ideological relationship. Hence, the entire
country is probably still very much in a state of war, and the people see Kim Il Sung
as the leader and Suryong as the guerilla leader. These three statements serve as a

summary or definition of North Korea and its political system (S.-K. Kim, 2021).

3.1.2 Ideology of South Korea

Based on Korean Culture and Information Service (KOCIS,) with the
establishment of the South Korean government in 1948, the nation has developed
from one of the world's most destitute nations to an economic powerhouse and a
model of liberal democracy (Transition to a Democracy and Transformation into an
Economic Powerhouse, 2022). The notion of democratic human development
predicted that democracy would provide South Koreans with a wide range of legal
rights that would allow people to think freely. Nonetheless, the content of the
thought still adheres to an antiquated, authoritarian image of the government, as
predicted by the theory of political socialization. The democratization of mass
political thought appears to be an intergenerational phenomenon that takes more
than ten years to complete, in contrast to the democratization of political
institutions, which may be accomplished in a short period of a few years (Shin &
Jhee, 2005). Park said a lot of people thought that as nations became more
democratic, power would transfer from the authoritarian state machinery to the
populace. Social reform, however, took a different turn in response to the 1997
financial crisis. The ruling class used the crisis as an opportunity to strengthen its hold
on Korean society by making the common people suffer the entire burden of the

disaster. South Korea was swallowed by the unrelenting waves of neo-liberalism that
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transformed capitalism on a worldwide scale while Koreans concentrated their
political fervor on the formal democratization of the state in the hopes of altering
power relations. Notwithstanding the “political conflicts” between the parties,
including the well-publicized impeachment of President Roh, much of the legislation
supporting Korea's neoliberal restructuring was approved without much debate in
parliament. In this way, one of the world's most renowned “state-capitalist”
countries was transformed into one of the most faithful “market economies” in a
single decade (Park, 2013).

It is emphasized again by West that South Korean capitalism is a form of
capitalism that is governed by the state. In a way, the industrial capital in Korea is a
product of the state. This runs counter to the typical theory of the interaction
between people who value class. The state under capitalism is conditioned by the
predominant method of accumulation and the needs of social reproduction, hence
there is no effort here to establish a theory of the state. Theories of the state
ultimately view accumulation as a method of social reproduction within the
framework of state operations. This is the proper analytical method inverted. Basic
requirements are met according to state plans, which take precedence over
democratic institutions' “luxury.” Whatever procedures are thought necessary to
resolve a seeming paradox are justified in the service of the objectives. Ironically, in
this world of trade-off ideology, the ideological extremes of South Korean state
capitalism and North Korean communism collide (West, 1987). Based on Korea
Herald, South Korea was founded in 1948, and the first president was Dr. Rhee
Syngman, who was educated in the United States. Unsurprisingly, left-wing leaders
were shocked and outraged. They believed that a right-wing adversary from the
United States had seize