Chulalongkorn University

Chula Digital Collections

Chulalongkorn University Theses and Dissertations (Chula ETD)

2021

ATIUTRALEIS = T dAT AU Buufivns1 17 diuuluan safuioge 'T51 096 wad
mou' vad uAL 95174

LNANUN LE9915d
AEAHT AT AT

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.car.chula.ac.th/chulaetd

b Part of the Comparative Literature Commons

Recommended Citation

L5, LnAnun, "R uTRLe S s v aun deufives 11 i duet safv s g 'T91 098 uadman’ vad uau g1
(2021). Chulalongkorn University Theses and Dissertations (Chula ETD). 5354.
https://digital.car.chula.ac.th/chulaetd/5354

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by Chula Digital Collections. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Chulalongkorn University Theses and Dissertations (Chula ETD) by an authorized administrator of
Chula Digital Collections. For more information, please contact ChulaDC@car.chula.ac.th.


https://digital.car.chula.ac.th/
https://digital.car.chula.ac.th/chulaetd
https://digital.car.chula.ac.th/chulaetd?utm_source=digital.car.chula.ac.th%2Fchulaetd%2F5354&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/454?utm_source=digital.car.chula.ac.th%2Fchulaetd%2F5354&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital.car.chula.ac.th/chulaetd/5354?utm_source=digital.car.chula.ac.th%2Fchulaetd%2F5354&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ChulaDC@car.chula.ac.th

ANTALLE9TLUINIAN AU DN AL I A TSN

Tuangeyfenegn ‘191095 WAIABU' U89 WAL U919U

1A LNANUN LE9R154

N INUS LT UAUNT 89N 1S AN EANNUAN GRS Y YNEN HIANARTNMNLTTUTIA
a = = a = =
AN TP ALLTELEL NNAYTINTIARIL TN
AMTENEIANANT WNAINTINMNINENAE
TIn19An11 2564

L

ARV DVBINNIAINTUNYINEAE



THE CONFLICT BETWEEN RELIGIONISM AND SECULARISM
IN DAN BROWN’S 'ROBERT LANGDON' CRIME FICTION SERIES

Miss Katkanok Hengchamrat

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of Master of Arts in Comparative Literature
Department of Comparative Literature
FACULTY OF ARTS
Chulalongkorn University
Academic Year 2021

Copyright of Chulalongkorn University



PRI NN TINUG ANTALLE9TLUINIAN AU DN AL A TeIN T

anmeydenegn 195 uainau’ 189 waw us1al

Tne W.A.NANUN LE9RN53

a a a
A3 1990uARI UL
819NN INUSUAN HT9eIANAATIAN9E AT.NBUAS LTI

oy a a

AEANEIANART ANaINsiunINeNat auiR ITiLAna dnusaiuiidudounile

PINIANHIAVNNANGAIUTOY QY BNHIANAATHUNTTUT G

ADLLAADIE AN TANART

(789ANEMI1A19¢E] A3 49T LTRYANTUE)

ADUZNITNNNTADLANNUNLS
192EI1UNTINNNG

aNAgEMUFNEHANeNINusUAN

N9INNITNIYUBNNUNINENAE

a

(imﬂmquiﬂ‘mwa £ 61)

3



INANUN LENANEa : ANdaLdeTEuIeAtaunlaniuamanaiauluayiens
76 Ta109m wAsARY' 189 LAY U919, ( THE CONFLICT BETWEEN
RELIGIONISM AND SECULARISMIN DAN BROWN'S 'ROBERT

6

LANGDON' CRIME FICTION SERIES) &.7ILEn® AN : 1Al A3.naua 19151

4 |
v AaA o

InentinuseriuiidnglsrasAinedinasiluacudaudessudaaaun ey
wazmsaaienluentyenage i 4avaeu 1e9uaU UT19Y 81T0YINTINYA
e do . e . e
pananalreausaniauenisdeneiuseudnegfienmauietegalaiugaululan
«3197a Inedauensnuguusndieau tendugnenazanguwssidiansang
a ¥ ' dl o o A dl { dl o ¥ o ¥
fasdudnenwergyinssundeang ludaun dnaumdud Inanaseandaudauazyinli

Aspunduganninsansag

nanIsAnEINUdIe Ty ienege Indds uavaeu MdgUuuenanyieauaznis

AuatuasudasuluninitaueAudaldasEndneAgaunianlazasatannazyiauly

o

winleandaniens ludsauiaqiiy lnaarmaaasaonudaudsngninaua taun ns

'
a el

NN TITINUN TudIanAulne g AId Ut NIIFAINNNIZANATA I MTeTU Ng

WENHINATOLINFRUANANAUIAERDNINA N1 HEBIARNNINIINIINAat194ATH

LATANINYILINNIAAIEUIRANAN IANHTINE TR WNALIRITAINNINLNT
uaunasuazdlnainas Aanunsndnanilssiilssuanmaudaudeinunisinaauidi

TaprnidanlevszndnamauIuazlanusana 4an19ennyInIsn uazinlideauaany

o

a o dl o dl o v
AITNI mnmmmmnuﬂmmw UNUN L@u‘ﬂiﬂ

a a a A an
ANU13T0 29TDUARALLITI LS ANtNATANAR
1 2564 ANeNaTa 8.9UFNE AN

=8
NITANY s



# # 6080107322 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEYWORD:  Crime Fiction, Dan Brown, Secularism, Religionism
Katkanok Hengchamrat : THE CONFLICT BETWEEN RELIGIONISM AND
SECULARISMIN DAN BROWN'S 'ROBERT LANGDON'CRIME FICTION
SERIES. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. THOSAENG CHAOCHUTI

This thesis aims to analyze the conflict between religionism and secularism in
the Robert Langdon crime fiction series by Dan Brown. This crime fiction
series presents the clash between those with excessive religion zeal and those with
secular world views. It depicts, in the form of crime, both the violence caused by the
religious zealots and the secularists and portrays a detective who mediates the

conflict and returns the society to its status quo.

The study shows that the Robert Langdon crime fiction series uses the form
of crime and detective fiction to portray the conflict between religionism and
secularism which reflects the anxiety of today's society. The causes of the
conflict depicted in the series include: the attempt to take back public sphere by the
religious zealots, the conflicted interpretations of religious scriptures, the
secularists' attempt to change religious narrative, the misuse of secular knowledge,
and the attempt to eliminate religion from the secular world. Meanwhile, the detective
of the story acts as an intermediary and manages to mediate the conflict by pointing
out the link between religion and the secular world, solve the crime, and relieve the

readers' anxiety about the conflict that the fiction portrays.
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The genre offers new and exciting insights into the cultures that produce
it; its very status as popular and accessible literature means that it
responds quickly to change, that it can incorporate cultural and social
shifts almost immediately into this text. We see clearly, in crime fiction,
the anxieties, the morals, and values of the contemporary society.

(Worthington, 2011, p. ix)
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In the 1500s, a group of men in Rome fought back against the church.
Some of ltaly’s most enlightened men - physicists, mathematicians,
astronomers — began meeting secretly to share their concerns about the
church’s inaccurate teachings. They feared that the church’s monopoly
on “truth” threatened academic enlightenment around the world. They
founded the world’s first scientific think tank, call themselves *“the

enlightened ones.” [...] ‘The llluminati’ (Brown, 2009a, p. 50)
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The llluminati went deep underground, where they began mixing with
other refugee groups fleeing the Catholic purges — Mystics, alchemists,
occultists, Muslims, Jews. QOver the year, the llluminati began absorbing
new members. A new llluminati emerged. A darker llluminati. A deeply
anti-Christian llluminati. They grew very powerful, employing mysterious
rites, deadly secrecy, vowing someday to rise again and take revenge on

the Catholic Church. (Brown, 2009a, p. 52)
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TamnsdseniAn1sARNLALA81904 291 “His Holiness thought this discovery might

begin to bridge the gap between science and religion-one of the Pope’s life dreams.”
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“She [the student’s aunt] says Masonry is some kind of strange religion.”
“A common misperception.”

“It's not a religion?”

[...]

“Religion assure salvation; religions believe in a precise theology;
religions convert the non-believers.” He paused. ‘Masonry, however, is
batting zero for three. Masons make no promises of salvation; they have
no specific theology; and they do not seek to convert you. In fact, within
Masonic lodges, discussions of religion are prohibited.”

“So...Masonry is antireligious?”

“On the contrary. One of the prerequisites for becoming a Mason in that
you must believe in a higher power. The difference between Masonic
spirituality and organized religion is that the Masons do not impose a
specific definition or name a higher power. Rather than definitive
theological identities like God, Allah, Buddha, or Jesus, Th Masons use
more general terms like Supreme Being or The Great Architect of the
Universe. This enables Masons of different faiths to gather together.”

(Brown, 2009c, pp. 55-56)
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“The pieces blended into the sea of religious artwork all over Rome. By
donating the artwork anonymously to specific churches and then using
their political influence, the brotherhood facilitated placement of these
four pieces in carefully chosen churches in Rome. Each piece of course
was a marker... subtly pointing to the next church... where the next
marker awaited. It functioned as a trail of clues disguised as religious art.
If an llluminati candidate could find the first church and the marker for
Earth, he could follow it to Air... and then to Fire... and then to Water...

and finally to the Church of lllumination.” (Brown, 2009a, p. 209)
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It was no secret that D.C. had a rich Masonic history. The cornerstone of
this very building had been laid in a full Masonic ritual by George
Washington himself. This city had been conceived and designed by
Master Masons—George Washington, Ben Franklin, and Pierre
L’Enfant—powerful minds who adorned their new capital with Masonic

symbolism, architecture, and art. (Brown, 2009¢c, p. 49)
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‘It appears,” the carmerlengo said finally, sounding too
devastated to be angry, ‘that we have not contained this crisis as well as
| was led to believe.” He looked out the window to the gathering masses.

‘I need to make an address.’

Olivetti shook his head. ‘No, Signore. That is exactly what the
llluminati want you to do — confirm them, empower them. We must remain

silent.” (Brown, 2009a, p. 358)
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‘Since the beginning of time, [...] this church has fought the enemies of
God. Sometimes with words. Sometimes with swords. And we've always
survived. [...] ‘But the demons of the past, [...] were the demons of fire
and abomination...they were enemies we could fight — enemies who
inspired fear. Yet Satan is shrewd. As time passed, he cast off a
diabolical countenance for a new face...the face of pure reasons.
Transparent and insidious. But soulless all the same. (Brown, 2009a, p.

575)
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“Science, you sat, will save us. Science, | say, has destroyed us. Since
the days of Galileo, the church has tried to slow the relentless march of
science, sometimes with misguided means, but always with benevolent
intention. Even so, the temptations are too great for man to resist. | warn
you, look around yourselves. The promises of science have not been
kept. Promises of efficiency and simplicity have bred nothing but
pollution and chaos. We are a fractured and frantic species...moving

down a path of destruction.” (Brown, 2009a, pp. 421-422)
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The Bible does not talk openly for the same reason the Ancient Mystery
Schools were kept hidden...for the same reason the neophytes had to be
initiated before learning the secret teachings of the ages...for the same
reason the scientists in the Invisible Collage refused to share their
knowledge with others. This information is powerful, Robert. ( Brown,
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‘The secret is how to die,” Mal'akh now said. ‘Masons understand that.’
He pointed to the altar. “You revere the ancient truth, and yet you are
cowards. You understand the power of sacrifice and yet you keep a safe
distance from death, performing your mock murders and bloodless
death rituals. Tonight, your symbolic altar will bear witness to its true

power...and its actual purpose.’ (Brown, 2009c, p. 587)
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With this offering of self, Mal’akh would establish his rank in the hierarchy
of demons. Darkness and blood were where the power lay. The ancients
knew this, the Adepts choosing sides consistent with their individual
natures. Mal'akh had chosen sides wisely. Chaos was the natural law of
the universe. Indifference was the engine of entropy Man’s apathy was
the fertile ground in which the dark spirits tended their seeds. / have

saved them, and they will receive me as a god. (Brown, 2009c, p. 587)
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A spiritual conundrum, Langdon thought. That's what my friends call me.
Although he studied religion for years, Langdon was not a religious man.

He respected the power of faith, the benevolence of churches, the
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strength religion gave so many people . . . and yet, for him, the
intellectual suspension of disbelief that was imperative if one were truly
going to “believe” had always proved too big an obstacle for his
academic mind. “l| want to believe,” he heard himself say. (Brown, 2009a,

p. 132)
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“Science tells me God must exist. My mind tells me | will never
understand God. And my heart tells me | am not meant to.”

How's that for concise, he thought. “So you believe God is fact, but we
will never understand Him.”

“Her,” she said with a smile. “Your Native Americans had it right.”
Langdon chuckled. “Mother Earth.”

“Gaea. The planet is an organism. All of us are cells with different
purposes. And yet we are intertwined. Serving each other. Serving the

whole.” (Brown, 2009a, p. 134)
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“It's prophetic, really. Today, man’s most advanced inventions are being
used to study man’s most ancient ideas. The science of Noetics may be
new, but it's actually the oldest science on earth—the study of human
thought.” She turned to him now, her eyes filled with wonder. “And we’re
learning that the ancients actually understood thought more profoundly
than we do today.” [...] “And if you don’t believe Peter, read some of
Newton’s esoteric texts on the Bible. When you start to understand the
cryptic parables in the Bible, Robert, you realize it's a study of the human

mind.” (Brown, 2009c, p. 655)
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“| don’t know,” Langdon said, rubbing his chin. “I'm no Bible scholar, but
I’'m pretty sure the Scriptures describe in detail a physical temple that
needs to be built. The structure is described as being in two parts—an
outer temple called the Holy Place and an inner sanctuary called the
Holy of Holies. The two parts are separated from each other by a thin

veil.” (Brown, 2009c, p. 656)
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Let angels guide you on your lofty quest. (Brown, 2009a, p. 525)
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“The number 1514,” [...] “is pointing us to a very specific piece of Direr’s
work.” [...] “Albrecht Direr actually hid the number 1514 in his most
mysterious piece of art—Melencolia —which he completed in the year
1514 . It's considered the seminal work of the Northern European

Renaissance.” (Brown, 2009c, p. 347)
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tumultuous times, and it has evolved through countless translations,
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Teabing had displayed ingenious precision in formulating a plan that
protected his innocence at every turn. He had exploited both the Vatican
and Opus Dei, two groups that turns out to be completely innocent. His
dirty work had been carried out unknowingly by a fanatical monk and a

desperate bishop. (Brown, 2009b, p. 557)
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“Over the last fifty years [...] our sins against Mother Nature have grown
exponentially.” [...] “I fear for the soul of humankind. When the WHO
published this graph, the world's politicians, power brokers, and
environmentalists held emergency summits, all trying to assess which of
these problems were most severe and which we could actually hope to
solve. The outcome? Privately, they put their heads in their hands and
wept. Publicly, they assured us all that they were working on solutions

but that these are complex issues.”
“These issues are complex!”

“Bullshit!” [...] “You know damned well this graph depicts the simplest
of relationships—a function based on a single variable! Every single line
on this graph climbs in direct proportion to one value—the value that

everyone is afraid to discuss. Global population!”
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“Actually, | think it's a bit more—"

“A bit more complicated? Actually, it's not! There is nothing simpler.”

(Brown, 2013, p. 139)
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“...a world-renowned maverick—a billionaire computer scientist, futurist,
inventor, and entrepreneur. The forty-year-old had fathered an
astounding array of advanced technologies that represented major leaps
forward in fields as diverse as robotics, brain science, artificial
intelligence, and nanotechnology. And his accurate predictions about
future scientific breakthroughs had created a mystical aura around the

man.” (Brown, 2017, p. 13)
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“| believe [...] that in some cases forgiveness can be dangerous. When
we forgive evil in the world, we are giving evil permission to grow and
spread. When we respond to an act of war with an act of mercy, we are
encouraging our enemies to commit further acts of violence. There
comes a time when we must do as Jesus did and forcefully throw over
the money tables, shouting: ‘This will not stand!”” [...] “But do we take
action?” the pope asked. “Does the Catholic Church in Rome make a
stand like Jesus did? No, it doesn’t. Today we face the darkest evils in
the world with nothing more than our ability to forgive, to love, and to be
compassionate. And so we allow—no, we encourage—the evil to grow.

In response to repeated crimes against us, we delicately voice our
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concerns in politically correct language, reminding each other that an
evil person is evil only because of his difficult childhood, or his
impoverished life, or his having suffered crimes against his own loved
ones—and so his hatred is not his own fault. | say, enough! Evil is evil!

We have all struggled in life!” (Brown, 2017, p. 261)
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Terrorist attacks against the Christian are on the rise around the world.
These new attacks are no longer strategically planned events; they are
spontaneous assaults carried out by lone wolves who are answering a call
to arms sent out by persuasive enemies of Christ. Among those
persuasives, | count the atheist, Edmond Kirsch. (Brown, 2017, pp. 332-

333)
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“The challenge with synthetic intelligence,” the voice continued, its light
British air now seeming stranger than ever, “is not the rapid access to
data, which is really quite simple, but rather the ability to discern how the

data are interconnected and entangled—something at which | believe you
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excel, no? The interrelationship of ideas? This is one of the reasons Mr.

Kirsch wanted to test my abilities on you specifically.” (Brown, 2017, p. 47)
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Tadineannuuel:

“He programmed me to observe, learn, and mimic human behavior. My
tone was more an attempt at humor—which Edmond encouraged me to
develop. Humor cannot be programmed ... it must be learned.” (Brown,

2017, p. 218)
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La Pyramide.

The new entrance to the Paris Louvre had become almost as
famous as the museum itself. The controversial, neomodern glass
pyramid designed by Chinese-born American architect I. M. Pei still
evoked scorn from traditionalists who felt it destroyed the dignity of the
Renaissance courtyard. Goethe had described architecture as frozen
music, and Pei's critics described this pyramid as fingernails on a
chalkboard. Progressive admirers, though, hailed Pei's seventy-one-foot-

tall transparent pyramid as a dazzling synergy of ancient structure and
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modern method—a symbolic link between the old and new—helping

usher the Louvre into the next millennium. (Brown, 2009b)
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Newton's tomb consisted of a massive black-marble sarcophagus on
which reclined the sculpted form of Sir Isaac Newton, wearing classical
costume, and leaning proudly against a stack of his own books—Divinity,
Chronology, Opticks, and Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica.
At Newton's feet stood two winged boys holding a scroll. Behind
Newton's recumbent body rose an austere pyramid. Although the
pyramid itself seemed an oddity, it was the giant shape mounted halfway

up the pyramid that most intrigued the Teacher.

An orb. (Brown, 2009b)
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Although the Teacher and Silas never met face-to-face, each time they
spoke by phone, Silas was awed, both by the profundity of the Teacher's
faith and by the scope of his power. The Teacher seemed to be a man
who knew all, a man with eyes and ears in all places. How the Teacher
gathered his information, Silas did not know, but Aringarosa had placed
enormous trust in the Teacher, and he had told Silas to do the same.

(Brown, 2009b, p. 263)
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“These books can't possibly compete with centuries of established
history, especially when that history is endorsed by the ultimate

bestseller of all time.”

Faukman's eyes went wide. “Don't tell me Harry Potter is actually about

the Holy Grail.”
“| was referring to the Bible.” (Brown, 2009b, p. 222)
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“Does it make sense that it is merely a cup? If so, then certainly other
relics should generate similar or greater interest—the Crown of Thorns,
the True Cross of the Crucifixion, the Titulus—and yet, they do not.
Throughout history, the Holy Grail has been the most special.” (Brown,

2009b, p. 211)
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The Priory,” Teabing continued, “was given a sacred charge to share
the truth. To release the Sangreal documents when the End of Days

arrived. For centuries, men like Da Vinci, Botticelli, and Newton risked
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everything to protect the documents and carry out that charge. And
now, at the ultimate moment of truth, Jacques Sauniere changed his
mind. The man honored with the greatest responsibility in Christian
history eschewed his duty. He decided the time was not right.” Teabing
turned to Sophie. “He failed the Grail. He failed the Priory. And he failed
the memory of all the generations that had worked to make that moment

possible.” (Brown, 2009b, p. 531)
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These are the new Dark Ages.

Centuries ago, Europe was in the depths of its own misery—the
population huddled, starving, mired in sin and hopelessness. They were
as a congested forest, suffocated by deadwood, awaiting God’s lightning
strike—the spark that would finally ignite the fire that would rage across
the land and clear the deadwood, once again bringing sunshine to the

healthy roots.
Culling is God’s Natural Order.
Ask yourself, What followed the Black Death?

We all know the answer.
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The Renaissance.

Rebirth.

It has always been this way. Death is followed by birth.
To reach Paradise, man must pass through Inferno.

This, the master taught us. (Brown, 2013, pp. 47-48)
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able to consider ourselves Homo Sapiens. (Brown, 2017, p. 411)
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opposite from ours today. Sex begot new life—the ultimate miracle—and
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produce life from her womb made her sacred. A god. Intercourse was
the revered union of the two halves of the human spirit—male and
female—through which the male could find spiritual wholeness and
communion with God. What you saw was not about sex, it was about
spirituality. The Hieros Gamos ritual is not a perversion. It's a deeply

sacrosanct ceremony.” (Brown, 2009a, pp. 408-409)
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‘And yet, [...] it's important to remember that the modern Church’s desire
to suppress these documents comes from a sincere belief in their

established view of Christ. The Vatican is made up of deeply pious men
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who truly believe these contrary documents could only be false

testimony.” (Brown, 2009b, p. 314)
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“Neither. | made no judgment either way. The manuscript deals with the
symbology of the sacred feminine — tracing her iconography throughout
history. | certainly didn't presume to know where the Grail is hidden or
whether it should ever be revealed.” “And yet you're writing a book about
it, so you obviously feel the information should be shared.” “There's an
enormous difference between hypothetically discussing an alternate
history of Christ, [...] And presenting to the world thousands of ancient
documents as scientific evidence that the New Testament is false

testimony.” (Brown, 2009b, p. 449)
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“The Bible represents a fundamental guidepost for millions of people on

the planet, in much the same way the Koran, Torah, and Pali Canon offer
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guidance to people of other religions. If you and | could dig up
documentation that contradicted the holy stories of Islamic belief, Judaic
belief, Buddhist belief, pagan belief, should we do that? Should we wave
a flag and tell the Buddhists that we have proof the Buddha did not come
from a lotus blossom? Or that Jesus was not born of a literal virgin birth?
Those who truly understand their faiths understand the stories are
metaphorical.” Sophie looked skeptical. “My friends who are devout
Christians definitely believe that Christ literally walked on water, literally
turned water into wine, and was born of a literal virgin birth.” “My point
exactly,” Langdon said. “Religious allegory has become a part of the
fabric of reality. And living in that reality helps millions of people cope

and be better people.” (Brown, 2009b, pp. 449-450)
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There was no proof that Prince Julian was behind the bloody killing, nor
that he was even aware of the assassination plan. Even so, Ambra had
seen enough of the palace’s inner workings to suspect that none of this
could have happened without the prince’s knowledge, if not his blessing.

(Brown, 2017, p. 195)
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“Dante’s Inferno created a world of pain and suffering beyond all
previous human imagination, and his writing quite literally defined our
modern visions of hell.” [...] “And believe me, the Catholic Church has
much to than Dante for. His Inferno terrified the faithful for centuries, and
no doubt tripled church attendance among the fearful.” (Brown, 2013, p.

84)
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