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# # 5980505022 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORD: SONGKRAN-WAN LAI FESTIVAL DYNAMICS AND ROLE OF FOLKLORE THE EASTERN REGION OF THAILAND
Chonticha Nisaisat : SONGKRAN-WAN LAl FESTIVAL IN THE EASTERN REGION OF THAILAND: DYNAMICS AND ROLE OF
FOLKLORE IN CONTEMPORARY THAI SOCIETY. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. PORAMIN JARUWORN, Ph.D.

The objectives of this thesis were to study Songkran-Wan Lai Festival as a “creative folklore” by applying eastern
folklore to create a tourism festival during Songkran Festival and to conduct an analysis of the dynamics and roles of folklore used in
such festival. The researcher collected field data during the years 2018-2021 in the areas where folklore was organized as tourism,

namely Chonburi Province, Chanthaburi Province, Rayong Province and Sa Kaeo Province.

The results of the study revealed that the Songkran-Wan Lai festival was a result of the integration of Wan Lai tradition
with Songkran tradition to create a tourism festival according to the government's policy. This festival was centered on the Ko Phra
Sai Wan Lai Festival in Bang Saen, Saensuk Sub-district, Mueang District, Chonburi Province, in 1997. The event was then publicized in
nearby localities until the event was realized about the Wan Lai tradition, which is a merit-making ceremony on the New Year's Day
after Songkran by the eastern seaside communities. Currently, government agencies in the eastern region play an important role in
creating the Songkran-Wan Lai Festival. There were three key thinking methods used in the creation of the festival, namely bringing
the existing local traditions, rituals and games to inherit, reviving the lost traditions, rituals and games and then applying and creating
light-color-sound show from local legends, Songkran parade creation, sacrifice ceremony, competition contest, demonstration,
simulation of belief in angels and ghosts to show fictitious events to become a tourism festival. In addition, there was a way of
thinking about combining the rituals in the 5th month, which were originally held after Songkran, to be combined with Songkran as a
single event, creating a travel schedule after Songkran. There was a way of thinking about allocating traditions for each locality to
organize events to create a tourism identity including the integration of various traditions and rituals in the eastern region to organize
a tourism schedule by applying the format and method of sequencing the days of the event to be consecutively applied in order to

distribute income to various localities.

The adoption of the rituals during Songkran and after Songkran in the context of tourism and the creative economy has
resulted in the rituals that were originally held for prosperity and ward off bad luck during the transitional period, including hoping
for abundance of agriculture to have the dynamics of ritualistic with performances highlighting color, beauty and entertainment. At
present, the Songkran Festival - Wan Lai plays an important role in tourism because it makes the Songkran Festival in the East have a
different selling point from other regions, especially playing Wan Lai water. In addition, it also plays a role in showing the identity of
the eastern community, building a sense of pride in the locality, and also being an opportunity to showcase folklore, thus preserving

local folklore and passing it on to the next generation.

Field of Study: Thai Student's Signature ...

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature ...
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