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# # 5980523222 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEYWORD: modern Thai punishment, prisoners, Thai politics
Sarunyou Thepsongkraow : FROM IMPRISONMENT TO CORRECTIONS:
THE TRANSFORMATION OF MODERN THAI PUNISHMENT, 1890-1963.
Advisor: Asst. Prof. THANAPOL LIMAPICHART, Ph.D.

“Ratchathan” or state punishment is one of the mechanisms of the criminal
justice system and the state's tool for exercising power most explicitly and directly
through penalties for violating the law or moral order of the authority. This dissertation
aims to study the origins and changes of modern Thai punishment from 1890 to 1963
by considering the concepts, methods, and practices of penalty of modern Thai state.
The study finds that the internal socio-political context of the Thai state and the
interactions with the concepts and knowledge of new forms of punishment were
important preconditions for the transformations of the modern Thai punishment. These
transformations can be divided into three waves: the absolute monarchy period; the
Constitutional period; and the period of military dictatorship. The study of modern Thai
penal system also reveals four conceptual frameworks of the modern Thai state: (1)
the perspectives and control over the Thai state's citizens at different times; (2) the
adaptation of modern penal concepts and methods to fit the cultural practices in Thai
society; (3) the complexity and ambiguity of the Thai state's exercise of penal power;

(4) the limitations and exceptions of punishment in modern Thai state.

Field of Study: History Student's Signature
Academic 2021 Advisor's Signature

Year:
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