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# # 6180164122 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEYWORD:
Weerapat Piwphong : FROM DISPLACED PEOPLE TO “VIETNAMESE REFUGEES”: LIVES
OF THE VIETNAMESE IN THE UPPER NORTHEAST THAILAND, 1945 — 1976. Advisor:
THIBODI BUAKAMSRI, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study the life of Vietnamese people in the upper Northeastern
region of Thailand, 1945 — 1976 as historical actors. The focus of the study focuses on the
survival of Vietnamese refugees from threats by the state and people in society that change
over time. The methodology of this thesis study uses an analysis of the lives of individual

Vietnamese refugees rather than studying them overall.

This thesis proposes that an individual study of the lives of Vietnamese refugees
reveals different details from the study of Vietnamese refugees as a whole and made it
possible to see the diversity of life of Vietnamese refugees even more. These differences give
Vietnamese refugees different ways of survival. They use the ties within the Vietnamese
refugees community together to strengthen their bargaining power with the state. At the same
time, there are some Vietnamese refugees who do not use ties within the Vietnamese refugees
community to survive but choose to become part of the power of the state or fulfill the needs
of the Thai state in order to survive and benefit from such options. Moreover, Vietnamese
refugees have also used various organizations involved in caring for Vietnamese refugees as a
means of survival. In addition, although Vietnamese refugees are often threatened by the state
and their peers, they maintain their interactions with government officials and local Thais to be

useful in surviving in many situations.

Field of Study: History Student's Signature ......ccccoeveniriennee,

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature ........cccoccevevncenne.
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% Sunil S. Amrith, Migration and diaspora in modern Asia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
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% Christiane Harzig and Dirk Hoerder with Donna Gabaccia, op. cit., p. 67.

% Ibid, p. 72.
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" Cindy Horst, Transnational Nomads: How Somalis Cope with Refugee Life in the Dadaab Camps
of Kenya (New York: Berghahn Books, 2008), pp. 208 - 210.

%8 Melanie Baak. “ONCE A REFUGEE, ALWAYS A REFUGEE? The haunting of the refugee label in
resettlement.,” in Refugee Journeys: Histories of Resettlement, Representation and Resistance. Jordana

Silverstein and Rachel Stevens (ed.). Canberra: ANU Press, 2021, pp.58 — 59.
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% Karen Lollar, “Strategic Invisibility: Resisting the Inhospitable Dwelling Place,” Review of
Communication 15,4 (October 2015): 305 — 307.
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Corrective of Foucault.” Human Studies 25, 2 (2002): 137.)

1% Karen Lollar, op. cit., pp. 309-310.

101 Semhar Haile. “Voices to be heard? Reflections on refugees, strategic invisibility and thepolitics of
voice.,” in Refuge in a Moving World: Tracing refugee and migrant journeys across disciplines. Elena Fiddian-

Qasmiyeh (ed.). London: UCL Press, 2020 pp. 34 - 36.
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[..] A notre retour au Thailand nous rendrons compte aux compatriotes de la-bas de ce que nous
aurons vu et entendu ici , e'est-a-dire toute la vérité que les Vietminh communistes ont tout fait pour nour
cacher jusqu 'ici afin de discréditer le gouvernement e d'abuser de notre patriotisme, Notre voyage au pays natal
aura fait de nous des hommes avertis et convaincus qui ne se laisseront plus induire en erreur par la propagande
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