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# # 6086742935 : MAJOR THAI MUSIC

KEYWORD: SAW-U, AVARACH CHOLVASIN, INSTRUMENT MAKING, SOUND QUALITY
CHONLAPAT DEDJAI : METHODS OF MAKING SAW-U BY KRU AVARACH CHOLVASIN.
ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. PORNPRAPIT PHOASAVADI, PH.D.

This study investigates the life of Khru Avarach Cholvasin, and attempts to analyze
process of making saw-u as well as the factors affecting the quality of saw-u timbre and the
tone quality show that Khru Avarach Cholvasin began to make the first saw-duang when he
was twelve years old. After that he gradually acquired related knowledge from visual arts to
Thai classical music and engineering, which culminated in the founding of a successful Thai
classical music instruments factory titled “Sai Ek Factory.” Saw-u from this factory has been
well-recognized by Thai classical musicians. Khru Avarach uses one out of nine different types
of wood to make a saw-u: two types of rosewood (chingchan and phayung), sathon wood,
orange jasmine, three types of ebony wood (damdong, makluea, and phayangiwdam), butter
fruit wood, and snakewood. There are sixteen components in making a saw-u, with eights steps
of making: selecting coconut shell and carving, covering the coconut opening with leather,
woodturning tuning pegs and bow, drilling the body and assembling tuning pegs; adjust the
bow trimming out the bottom of the wooden body to fit with the coconut shell’s top surface;
painting and coating; assembling and finetuning sound qualities. The key characteristics found
in the saw-u made by Khru Avarach include: 1. reserving the Duriyaban pattern; 2. use of
natural animal hide; 3. using specific angles of the carving blade to create a three-dimension
illusion; 4. calculation of ventilation; 5. designing a unique pattern for each saw-u; 6. lining of a
softer mai put wood along the covering leather; 7. applying the equipments based on
fundamental knowledge of engineering. There are 9 factors affecting the sound quality, namely
the 1. selection of coconut shell size; 2. carved pattern design and sound vents; 3. masking
and covering on the edge of the coconut shell; 4. use of natural leather; 5. bridge
customization; 6. selection of fiddle strings; 7. methods of stringing around the body; 8. weight,

size and tension of a bow; and 9. knowledge of Traditional Thai music.

Field of Study: Thai Music Student's Signature .......ccccoceevieeinnne.

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature .........ccoeceeevieiennnes
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