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Risk factors of brain herniation in patients with acute

middle cerebral artery occlusion

Tagann Chaisam*

Nijasri Chamnarong**

Chaisam T, Charnnarong N. Risk factors of brain herniation in patients with acute middie

cerebral artery occlusion. Chula Med J 2007 Jul - Aug; 51(7): 317 - 26

Background : /n acute massive hemispheric infarction caused by middle cerebral artery
occlusion, 40 - 50 % of the cases progress to edema and herniation of the
brain (malignant MCA infarction) a condition which has high mortality rate
(40 -100 %). Identifying the risk factors of brain herniation in this group of
patients may change the outcome by some kinds of procedure such as
decompressive craniectomy operation to receive early treatment which will
benefit them most.

Methods : This is a retrospective analytical study in. patients with acute massive
hemispheric infarction from middle cerebral artery occlusion who were admitted
to King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital from January 1% 2004 (2547BE) to
June 30" 2005 (2548 BE). In total there were 48 cases who were divided into
two groups: patient group, i.e., patients who had brain edema that caused
brain herniation, and control group, i.e., patients who had no brain edema
and brain herniation. Analysis was based on clinical data of symptoms and

signs and laboratory findings collected from hospital and in-patient records.

** Resident, Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University

* Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University
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Results : In the patient group, there were 8 cases (16.7 %) and in the control group,
40 cases (83.3 %). The risk factor that was associated with brain herniation
with statistical significance was the heart rate (OR = 1.08, 95 % CI 1.02-1.15,
p = 0.011). As for the risk factors of brain herniation which were not associated
with statistical significance were: 1) diastolic blood pressure on admission
(OR =1.02, 95 % CI 0.98-1.05 , p = 0.384); 2) history of diabetes (OR = 1.4,
p = 0.692 ); 3) history of hypertension (OR = 4.2, p = 0.240 ) 4) high blood
cholesterol (OR = 1.01, 95 % Cl 0.99-1.02 , p = 0.799 ); 5) fasting blood
sugar (OR =1.01, 95 % C/ 0.99-1.02, p = 0.120); 6) level of blood HDL
(OR =1.05,95% CI 0.99-1.12, p = 0.079), and, 7) atrial fibrillation (OR = 1.52,
p = 0.356).

Conclusion : Risk factors to brain herniation manifest in clinical symptoms and signs and
laboratory findings are: heart rate, diastolic blood pressure, history of diabetes
and hypertension, level of fasting blood sugar, and blood cholesterol, number
of white cells in the blood and atrial fibrillation. The collected data correspond
with previous studies. However, there is still the need to have prospective,
multi-centered studies that recruit more number of patients to confirm the

result and to acquire risk factors with statistical significance.

Keywords  : Brain herniation, Acute brain infarction, Middle cerebral artery.
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Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.
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The prevalence of massive hemispheric
)

infarction is about 5% of all acute brain ischemia"
and it is found 10-15 % of acute brain ischemia from
middle cerebral artery occlusion.? In this category of
patients, the course of disease is malignant MCA
infarction which is 40 - 50 %% (Malignant MCA
infarction means local brain edema and which causes
brain herniation which has the mortality rate of
40 -100 %)."*® The natural cause of death is brain
edema which increases the intracranial pressure and
subsequently herniation of the brain. Brain herniation
manifests by symptom and signs, i.e., the patient’s
level of consciousness decreases and symptoms
of brainstem compression which usually occurs in
the first 2 - 5 days."” Patients who survive from the
condition have a high rate of morbidity. Treatments
that are commonly provided for the patients in
this condition are symptomatic, e.g., controlled
hyperventilation, intravenous osmotherapy, mild to
moderate hypothermia or deep barbiturate coma
which has limited outcome and cannot prevent brain
herniation and mortality rate is about 80 %.%%
Currently, there is no standard treatment for patients
whose clinical conditions are deteriorating as
mentioned. So far, decompressive craniectomy is
one of the treatments which give a satisfactory result
and known to decreases the mortality and increases
the long-term well being of the patient (conclusion
from case series reports). ® ' The primary objective
of the operation is to decrease intracranial pressure,
increase cerebral perfusion pressure, and to prevent
secondary neural injury. Therefore, it is suggested for
this group of patients.

Identification of patients who are of high risk

to brain herniation makes them candidates for
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decompressive craniectomy at the early state is
essential for reduction of mortality and morbidity as
well as decreasing the number of patients to receive
unnecessary surgical operations. Previous studies
have found many risk factors to brain herniation in
patients with acute brain ischemia from occlusion of
the middle cerebral artery. Most of the identified risk
factors require advanced investigations which are
time-consuming, costly, and sometimes invasive. For
example; the computerized X-ray of the brain which
illustrates areas of the ischemic brain tissue more than
400 mi™®, areas of ischemia over 50 % of the brain
supplied by middle cerebral artery “*"®, hyperdense

MCA sign"®, local brain edema"®

or shifting of the
brain crossing the midline"?, carotid artery occlusion
proved by angiography'”, MRI reveals the amount of
diffusion lesion more than 145 ml in the first 14 hours
and the decrease of apparent diffusion coefficient
(ADC)"®: the measurement of cerebral blood flow by

(17)

xenon CT"" or 99m technetium-ethylcysteinate-dimer

single-photon emission computerized tomography.®
Indisputably, they are not generally applicable in most
hospitals. The study is, therefore, focused on the use
of history of symptoms and signs as well as laboratory
tests that are available in most hospitals to search for
risks of brain herniation in patients with acute brain

ischemia from occlusion of the middle cerebral artery.

Methods
Methodology and subject recruitment

This is a retrospective analytical study in
patients who were admitted into King Chulalongkomn
Memorial Hospital with the diagnosis of acute brain
ischemia from middle cerebral artery occlusion from

January 1%, 2004 to June 30", 2005. Their data from
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medical archive of the Outpatient Department and
inpatient history files were collected.

Inclusion criteria are as follows:

1) Acute brain ischemia from middle cerebral
artery occlusion.

2) Having periods of awareness or stupor
but reactive to stimuli and able to respond to
command or responds to questions within first 5 days
of hospital admission.

3) Arrival to hospital within 48 hours from
the onset of the symptom.

The study did not recruit patients who were
semi-unconscious or in coma as these patients
might have suffered from brain herniation from the
beginning, or those with bad prognosis and unfit for
decompressive craniectomy or other treatments.
Patients who did not fit in with the inclusion criteria
are those who had large haematoma in the brain over
30 % of ischemic area causing brain edema or mass
effect.

The patient group means patients with edema
and herniation of the brain after acute ischemia
from occlusion of the middle cerebral artery. The
control group means the rest of the patients who
suffered from acute brain ischemia from occlusion
of the middle cerebral artery but had no brain
herniation. Neurological death means death which
was caused by brain herniation that was displayed
by symptoms of brainstem compression (dilated
pupils, unconsciousness, having no brainstem
reflexes) before dying which included cardiac arrest
caused by compression of the brainstem from brain
herniation. Other causes of death such as pneumonia,
sepsis, pulmonary embolism were taken as non-

neurological death.

Chula Med J

Data collection

Demographic data of the patients such as
age and their clinical information on admission, for
example, risk factors of occlusion of cerebral vessels,
vital signs on admission, type of occlusion as well as
laboratory findings, e.g., number of leukocytes, level
of fasting blood sugar, level of blood cholesterol,
triglyceride, HDL, level of electrolytes, ESR and CRP
taken from the patients’ records history of patient
described, e.g., medical procedures or other
treatments in some cases such as tracheal intubations
and administrations of anticoagulant.

Every patient received diagnostic X-ray with
computerized X-ray of the brain from the admission
time, focusing on the characteristics of acute brain
ischemia, location of the occluded artery and location
of occlusion and bleeding in the brain tissue and
measurement of mass effect. Apart from this, patients
who showed symptoms and signs / or signs of brain
herniation are re-investigated by computerized X-ray
of the brain.

Statistical methods

The patient group and the control group were
equivalent in terms of their demographic characters,
underling diseases, or past history of iiinesses, clinical
symptoms and signs, laboratory results as well as
findings from computerized X-ray of the brain.

Bivariable analysis, dichotomous and
categorical variables were compared using chi-square
test.

Their continuous variables were compared by
unpaired t test, binary logistic regression test.

Calculation of risk factors was based on odd
ratio and the level of statistical significance is taken

when p < 0.05.
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Statistical calculation is performed by SPSS

for Windows version 13.0.

Result
Patients’ data

Forty-eight patients with acute brain ischemia
from occlusion of the middle cerebral artery were
recruited into the study. They were divided into two
groups: 8 in patient group (16.7 %) and 40 in control
group (83.3 %).

There was no statistical significance in the
difference of their age, gender between the two
groups. The patient group had the ratio of history of
hyperiension: diabetes higher than the control group,

whereas the control group had the ratio of history of

Table 1. Patients’ data and Bivariable Analysis.
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ischemic heart disease history of smoking: alcohol
consumption higher than the patient group. Both
groups had equivalent systolic and diastolic pressures
at their admissions, whereas the patient group had
the ratio of atrial fibrillation: average heart rate higher
than the control group.
Laboratory findings

Both groups had almost similar levels of blood
cholesterol, triglyceride HDL and sodium. However,
the patient group had higher fasting blood sugar than
the control group, whereas the control group had higher
number of leukocytes than the patient group. Patients’
data, laboratory findings at admission and bivariable

analysis are showed in Table 1.

Cases (n=8) Controls (n=40) p value OR 95 % Cl
Age, mean X SD (Yr) 66.63 + 14.42 63.18 + 14.22 0.550
Diabetes (%) 375 30 0.692 1.4
Hypertension (%) 87.5 62.5 0.240 4.2
Ischemic heart dis. (%) 12.5 15 1.000 0.8
Smoking (%) 25 37.5 0.694 0.55
Alcohol consumption (%) 0 10 1.000 0
Atrial fibrillation (%) 375 28.2 0.356 1.52
Systolic BP (mmHg) 152.38 + 38.14 162.55 + 29.84 0.401 0.99 0.96-1.02
Diastolic BP (mmHg) 98.25 *26.04 91.18 +£19.72 0.384 1.02 0.98-1.05
Heart rate (BPM) 100.43 £ 21.21 80.61 X 13.57 0.011 1.08 1.02-1.15
Cholesterol (mg/dl) 209.57 1 44.85 203.79 £ 58.04 0.799 1.01 0.99-1.02
Triglyceride (mg/dl) 102.43 & 42.43 117.76 + 49.71 0.440 0.99 0.97-1.01
HDL (mg/di) 5550 & 21.17 44.95 £10.76 0.079 1.05 0.99-1.12
LDL (mg/di) 131.00 £ 26.03 142.87 £ 52.79 0.653 0.99 0.97-1.02
FPG (mg/dl) 153.50 £68.9 121.58 14556 0.120 1.01 0.99-1.02
Serum Na (mEq/dl) 138.431 4.18 138.65F 7.04 0.838 0.98 0.85-1.14
WBC count 8,908.0 X 5,051 11,403.64 X 4,966.54 0.321 1.00 1.00-1.00
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Bivariable Analysis

The risk factor that was related to brain
herniation with statistical significance is heart rate
(OR=1.08,95 % C1 1.02-1.15, p=0.011). Regarding
other proposed risk factors of brain herniation but were
not found related with statistical significance are,
namely: 1) diastolic pressure on admission (OR =
1.02, 95 % C1 0.98-1.05, p = 0.384); 2) history of DM
(OR = 1.4, p = 0.692 ); 3) history of hypertension
(OR=4.2, p=0.240); 4) level of blood cholesterol
(OR =1.01,95 % Cl 0.99-1.02 , p = 0.799 ); 5) level
of fasting blood sugar (OR =1.01, 95 % CI1 0.99 -1.02,
p = 0.120); 6) blood level of HDL (OR = 1.05, 95 %
Cl 0.99 -1.12, p = 0.079); and, 7) atrial fibrillation
(OR=1.52, p=0.356 ).

Discussion

This study is designed to identify risk factors
of brain herniation in patients with acute brain ischemia
from middle cerebral artery occlusion. Collected data
in the study are from demographic records, clinical
symptoms and signs of the patients and laboratory
findings which are commonly used in most hospitals
using study population which is diverse. There is a
limitation of the study, however, due to its design as
a retrospective case-control which has small number
of recruited patients like most of the studies in
the past (the prevalence of acute brain ischemia
from middle cerebral artery occlusion at King
Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital during the study
period was 21 % and the prevalence of brain hemiation
was 16 % of ischemia from middle cerebral artery
occlusion, and 3.5 % of all cases of acute brain
ischemia which is close to the study of Kasner et al.

in 2001(2544BE).”

Chula Med J

The risk factor that related to brain herniation
with statistical significance is heart rate. Apart from
this, the risk factors which are not statistically
significant are: diastolic blood pressure, history of
diabetes, history of hypertension, level of blood
cholesterol and HDL, fasting blood sugar and atrial
fibrillation. These correspond to the study of Kasner
et al. in 2001 (2544 BE) which identified risk factors
of brain herniation that are associated with statistical
significance are history of hypertension and heart
failure, leukocytosis, ischemia with more than 50 %
of the brain supplied by middle cerebral artery
and occlusion of other vessels of the brain. However,
the relationship between the risk factors and brain
herniation are not clearly understood. It is possible
that the detected higher heart rate in the patient group
indicated higher activities of sympathetic nervous
system which could have caused from higher severity
of the disease which subsequently caused higher
stress. History of hypertension, history of diabetes,
high blood sugar and high blood cholesterol may be
related to chronic impairment of cerebral collateral flow
and autoregulation.”® The condition of ischemic brain
tissue with more than 50 % of the brain supplied by
middle cerebral artery and occlusion of other vessels
of the brain such as anterior cerebral, anterior choroidal
are indications of poor hemispheric collateral flow,
occlusion of large brain vessels or vessels that are
more proximal (e.g., intracranial internal carotid artery)
and wide area of brain edema. ®?”

The study has certain limitation as it is
a retrospective analytical with small number of
patients as well as clinical data and laboratory
findings of some patients not recorded. Therefore

some risk factors are not found related to brain
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herniation. This might have been caused by limited
statistical power. Besides, there was no continued
data collection of the survivors regarding the impacts
of arterial occlusion on their daily living, disability and
dependency.

In conclusion, the study was focused on
searching for risk factors in terms of symptoms
and signs, and clinical manifestations, as well as
laboratory findings that might be useful to determine
the prognosis of brain herniation in patients with acute
brain ischemia. The patients in this category might
benefit from decompressive craniectomy in their early
phase. However, prospective studies are necessary;
they should have sufficient number of patients
recruited from diverse population more than this in
order to precisely identify risk factors at the early

admission of the patient.

References

1. Hacke W, Schwab S, Horn M, Spranger M, De
Georgia M, von Kummer R. ‘Malignant’
middle cerebral artery territory infarction:
clinical course and prognostic signs. Arch
Neurol 1996 Apr; 53(4): 309-15

2. Moulin DE, Lo R, Chiang J, Barnett HJ. Prognosis
in middle cerebral artery occlusion. Stroke
1985 Mar; 16(2): 282-4

3. Kasner SE, Demchuk AM, Berrouschot J,
Schmutzhard E, Harms L, Verro P, Chalela
JA, Abbur R, McGrade H, Christou |, et al.
Predictors of fatal brain edema in massive
hemispheric ischemic stroke. Stroke 2001
Sep; 32(9): 2117-23

4. Dohmen C, Bosche B, Graf R, Staub F, Kracht L,
Sobesky J, Neveling M, Brinker G, Heiss WD.

ﬂwmﬁmuaan’mﬁaﬂuotﬁau‘lu@'{huaaammﬁmﬁuuwé’umnmsqnﬁ'u

325

Ya9nADALEBALAY middle cerebral

Prediction of malignant course in MCA
infarction by PET and microdialysis. Stroke
2003 Sep; 34(9): 2152-8

5. Ropper AH, Shafran B. Brain edema after stroke.
Clinical syndrome and intracranial pressure.
Arch Neurol 1984 Jan; 41(1): 26-9

6. Bamford J, Sandercock P, Dennis M, Burn J,
Warlow C. Classification and natural history
of clinically identifiabie subtypes of cerebral
infarction. Lancet 1991 Jun; 337(8756): 1521-6

7. Heinsius T, Bogousslavsky J, Van Melle G. Large
infarcts in the middle cerebral artery territory.
Etiology and outcome patterns. Neurology
1998 Feb; 50(2): 341-50

8. Berrouschot J, Sterker M, Bettin S, Koster J,
Schneider D. Mortality of space-occupying
(‘malignant’) middle cerebral artery infarction
under conservative intensive care. Intensive
Care Med 1998 Jun; 24(6): 620-3

9. Steiger HJ. Outcome of acute supratentorial
cerebral infarction in patients under 60.
Development of a prognostic grading system.
Acta Neurochir (Wien ) 1991; 111(3-4): 73-9

10. Shaw CM, Alvord EC Jr, Berry RG. Swelling of
the brain following ischemic infarction with
arterial occlusion. Arch Neurol 1959 Aug; 1:
161-77

11. Kucinski T, Koch C, Grzyska U, Freitag HJ,
Kromer H, Zeumer H. The predictive value
of early CT and angiography for fatal
hemispheric swelling in acute stroke. AJNR
Am J Neuroradiol 1998 May; 19(5): 839-46

12. Pullicino PM, Alexandrov AV, Sheiton JA,
Alexandrova NA, Smurawska LT, Norris JW.

Mass effect and death from severe acute



326

§n355 Yeam waz AT vy

stroke. Neurology 1997 Oct; 49(4): 1090-5

13. Krieger DW, Demchuk AM, Kasner SE, Jauss M,

Hantson L. Early clinical and radiclogical
predictors of fatal brain swelling in ischemic

stroke. Stroke 1999 Feb; 30(2): 287-92

14. Haring HP, Dilitz E, Pallua A, Hessenberger G,

15. von

Kampfl A, Pfausler B, Schmutzhard E.
Attenuated corticomedullary contrast: An
early cerebral computed tomography sign
indicating malignant middle cerebral artery
infarction. A case-control study. Stroke 1999
May; 30(5): 1076-82

Kummer R, Meyding-Lamade U, Forsting M,
Rosin L, Rieke K, Hacke W, Sartor K.
Sensitivity and prognostic value of early CT
in occlusion of the middle cerebral artery
trunk. AUONR Am J Neuroradiol 1994 Jan;
15(1): 9-15

16. Oppenheim C, Samson Y, Manai R, Lalam T,

Vandamme X, Crozier S, Srour A, Cornu P,
Dormont D, Rancurel G, et al. Prediction of
malignant middle. cerebral artery infarction
by diffusion-weighted imaging. Stroke 2000
Sep; 31(9): 2175-81

17.

Chula Med J

Firlik AD, Yonas H, Kaufmann AM, Wechsler LR,

Jungreis CA, Fukui MB, Williams RL.
Relationship between cerebral blood flow
and the development of swelling and life-
threatening herniation in acute ischemic

stroke. J Neurosurg 1998 Aug; 89(2): 243-9

18. Berrouschot J, Barthel H, von Kummer R, Knapp

WH, Hesse S, Schneider D. 99m technetium-
ethyl-cysteinate-dimer single-photon emission
CT can predict fatal ischemic brain edema.

Stroke 1998 Dec; 29(12): 2556-62

19. Williams JL, Furlan AJ. Cerebral vascular

physiology in hypertensive disease. Neurosurg

Clin N Am 1992 Jul; 3(3): 509-20

20. Jansen O, von Kummer R, Forsting M, Hacke W,

Sartor K. Thrombolytic therapy in acute
occlusion of the intracranial internal carotid
artery bifurcation. ADONR Am J Neuroradiol
1995 Nov; 16(10): 1977-86

21. von Kummer R, Holle R, Rosin L, Forsting M,

Hacke W. Does arterial recanalization improve
outcome in carotid territory stroke ? Stroke

1995 Apr; 26(4): 581-7



	Risk factors of brain herniation in patients with acutemiddle cerebral artery occlusion
	Recommended Citation

	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_27
	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_28
	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_29
	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_30
	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_31
	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_32
	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_33
	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_34
	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_35
	ฉบับที่7 2550_Page_36

