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Figure 1 : Illiteacy in the world and selected major regiogs (15+)

(a) Illiteracy rates (%) (b) Illiterate population (in millidns)
I 857 912 |
World
*r 1 [ 760 J
71 Africa
| J L Developing Asia 677
& Pacific 618
Region
I ] 537 ]
Developing
L, Asia and E - g
86 Pacific
Region
L 36 . - ]
33 World 35
27 Latin 27 29 7 B 7
America & 22 "
- 17 Caribbean 1 '“‘o _Af-riia_———i_________ 168 7
L 10 J L Latin America n
44 & Caribbean 44 38
! 1 1 1 n i
1970 1985 2000 1970 1985 2000
o 1 19 o 4 ¥d4q 4 ° Yy, 1Y o4 g <
ﬂﬂﬁ']uﬂ'ﬁuluzﬂuﬂﬁaﬁlﬂﬂﬂigﬁﬂﬂff'jﬂnﬂ'\ﬂ ok U ‘l]'lu'lulj‘izﬁf'lﬂiﬂ ul”z“ﬂ\'lﬁaﬂ'lf;'ﬂﬁllﬂ ok U
% | o ¥ e : % ' “ o o w
wul) lunaudszimaniaanann vl lunawyszmaniaanmun
Figure 2 : Illiteracy in the Developing Asia and Pacific Region, by sex (15+)
(a) Illiteracy rates (%) (b) Illiterate population (in millions)
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Table 3 llliterate population and rate of illiteracy in the countries of Asia and
the Pacific (according to the latest census or survey data available since

1970) (21 countries)

Illiterate population Rate of
Aountry Year gAr%i ) (thousands) 1]112?/0r)acy

MF M | F MF M F
Afghanistan 1980 | 15+ 5 742 | 2 488 3 254 | 80.0 | 66.8 | 94.2
Bangladesh 1981 | 15+ 70.8 | 60.3 | 82.0
China 1982 | 12+ 237 925 | 73 269 | 164 656 | 319 | 19.2 | 45.3
Fiji 1976 | 15+ 66 24 421 21.0 | 16.0 | 26.0
India (1) 1971 | 15+ 209 430 | 86 346 | 123 084 | 659 | 52.3 | 80.6
Indonesia 1980 | 15+ 28 325 9 491 18 834 | 32.7 | 22.5 | 423
Iran 1976 | 15+ 11 733 | 4 875 6 858 | 63.5 | 51.8 | 75.6
Rep. of Korea | 1970 | 15+ 2 264 550 1 714 | 124 5.6 | 19.0
Malaysia 1970 | 10+ 2 972 1 094 1 877 | 42.0 | 309 | 532
Maldives 1977 | 15+ 14 7 6| 176 | 175 | 17.7
Nepal 1981 | 15+ 6 998 3 053 3945 ] 79.4 | 68.3 | 90.8
Pakistan 1981 | 15+ 33 597 | 15 512 18 085 | 73.8 | 64.0 | 84.8
Papua New
Guinea 1971 | 10+ 1 107 513 594 | 67.9 | 60.7 | 75.6
Philippines 1980 | 15+ 4 627 2 200 2 426 | 16.7 | 16.1 17.2
Samoa 1971 | 15+ 1.6 0.8 0.8 2.2 2.2 2.1
Singapore 1980 | 15+ 301 75 226 | 17.1 7.6 | 26.0
Sri Lanka 1981 | 15+ 1 336 452 884 | 13.9 9.2 | 18.8
Thailand 1980 | 156+ 3 297 1 050 2 2471 12.0 7.9 16.0
Tonga 1976 | 15+ 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.5
Turkey 1980 | 11+ 9 901 2 749 7 152 | 31.2 | 16.8 | 46.6
Viet Nam 1979 | 15+ 4 847 1 340 3 506 | 16.0 9.5 | 21.7

(1) Preliminary figures from the 1981 census in India indicate an illiteracy rate of
63.8 % for the total population (of all ages).

Note : Due to rounding, figures on illiterates by sex do not always add up exactly
to the total.
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