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Jumlongkul A. Ethyl alcohol in forensic aspects. Chula Med J 2016 May — Jun;60(3):
283 - 96

Ethyl alcohol is the most common drug abuse in the world. It is the catastrophe of
economics, especially in traffic accident. Multi specialty medical groups usually join for the
freatment of acute and chronic alcoholic toxicity, and sometimes the doctors will be responsible
for their opinions in alcoholic measuring for answer the legal issues. This article reviewed
the basic knowledge in ethyl alcohol, the calculation of ethyl alcohol concentration in many
type of beverages, toxicokinetics of ethyl alcohol, the effects of alcohol to human health,
biological sampling for laboratory analysis, and some part of Thai laws that correlate to

ethyl alcohol.
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lnfiauaanagas (ethyl alcohol; systematic
IUPAC name: ethanol) 130 grain alcohol apu
m?ﬁmm:mmwﬁm‘ﬁ'ﬁmﬂ%@ﬂwLLW@'mwmn‘ﬁ'zgm
Iuﬂzﬁuf?ﬂéumm"g@Lu?meL@::Vﬁ‘E@ﬂ sniduamn gy
lumimmﬁuumﬁﬂ%ﬁmmiﬂg‘u Tneannzesneds
Ao qURvRasas? a1 alcohol HRanAwnanan
mMuandn “al-kuhul” MNED9 BSAZIBEATRINADS
3419 lUN1IANUAIALAN UARNTLLeANDERAINAY
mneianeazidaane o aentdniauusidssnnlu
afenan Al lunamnereanslaannanay
aunaeniTuueanagenaluilaqriu®

lefaueanagesifuansdsznaudunie
aanlalasansueuy ﬂ@zﬂ@unggiam@ﬂ% (-OH)
FufumsueuerAen® laTfiauaanegealnannii
rhana il wrartaglaa Ndudngaulunisminies
Tpieulas zymase anndan il suinaials
naendulefia weanesea uwazpnsuaulaaanlan

sangnsluannismnalln®
CHO —2CHCHOH+2CO
6 12 6 3 2 2

AusNTANRAnauazLAN®Y

Ethyl alcohol (IUPAC Name: ethanol) zgml,ﬂfl
As CHO siwminTaana 46.06844 g/mol qmLAeA
78.29 °C qanaaNwmag 114.14 °C AV
0.79 glem figaumgdl 20 °C Arudule 59.3 mmHg
ﬁqmmﬁ 25 °C ppKa 15.9 ﬁqmmﬁ 25°C

szweene Wuzessanlaluddnd ugu
samdsen Anlnane azanelalui efindines (ethyl
ether) Aaalsnasu (chloroform) wazazalau (acetone)

v v

NUILIAAINNLTNUULANALDANDTDR

L7 7 v
o

N19TAANNIINTUUDILE T ALAANATAA U UN

v 1 o 1 v dldnv
nglauana i ulunpazilszina MBIV NN IR
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1. S0EALIDIUBANDEDS - MUNLANNTIFUIRITAS
LOANeERA lUIRIMAY 100 AARART (%viv) Faaend
1 4% Tl lsznaung 4 TaRAnsTedeTiaueaneges
Aa 100 JaAGMs 38 Nanvedefialeaneaealuaed
Wan 100 NadanT (%w/v)

2. mg% 438 mg/dl: T FUsEAUANNIT N Y
gpalafiaLeanages lwden vunals Jaaniuaeg
efaLeanageanalden 1 1ATans

3. mg/230L: mg/L’L%ﬂ%mﬂmwLﬂ?uiumuﬁmlu
o mg/dl TaeiAaannAndutsyAnansnszaneis
YRUADALATAINA (blood : air partition coefficient)
faflan 230011

4. mmol/L 38 umol/L: nsAnAuaniefiauaanagea
Tuae mol

5. mg/L: wumiaef dels i eFaufaud e

v v 1

AVNITNIUN N AN 7 gReAuInsLTaLWEL
WUAEIAN ] FR: 0.1 % wiv = 100 mg% = 21.7mmol/
L = 1000 mg/L"®
lulszinAanigainsnn 1 ?{ummgm (one
standard drink) fialafiaueanagea 14.0 Niuise
0.2 nfw/nlaniu (Lﬁ'mﬁﬂﬂuﬁuﬁ’mﬁﬂ 70 Alaniw)
1 ﬁlmmmgml,ﬁﬂuLﬁ?'m?{w,t,mﬂﬂa@@rmﬁm{w 7
ndauandlumaned 1
nsAuINMsEALIaRaLaanagas buaan” ?
FaASAANALTIHA 1930 Widmark @914
AUNATI BM A LA NS 72U 1AL LT UTRY
Lﬂﬁmm@ﬂﬂmﬁuﬁﬂm (blood alcohol concentration
[BAC)) fuiBunnseiiaLeanageanising ﬁ\‘rﬁ
dose
BAC = ———F—
0 rho* weight

v v

e BAC, A9 AUTENILAIINLY N LD

weanaaaa luiaen (g/kg) Muan 0 w1
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TG satazIadlafalaanaganlnsg U3umg (Nafaams)
13u1m45 (Alcohol by volume; ABV)

Jes 5 355

Malt liquor 7 237

(o 12 148

80 proof, gin, rum, 40 44 .4

vodka, LWag whisky

dose e BunnuLeanasea (q)
weight A 1hwinssne (kg)
rho A8 Widmark factor (ﬁlﬂmﬁﬂ 0.68
Tume waz 0.55 Tuns)

Widmark's equation lauaanuileslunga
UsznAd lneize sy m’]m?mﬁ”ml,t,ﬂ@m;ml,ﬁlﬂ

ANUITUIAN volume of distribution V) Isatl
VD = dose/(BACO X weight)

11 VD Aa volume of distribution 84

lyalaanageq (L/kg)

fnaauAdnsIasafiawaanagas
1. MepATa
1.1 NaAuaIng®?
efiauaanasansauisnazanela sl
ualaity gngedalunmainuems (80% 1nninla
WA 20% LTIUNIENIZAUT) PAEINTLLIAUNATUNS
wuy L I wdaen (passive diffusion)
ms@mﬁﬁuL@ﬁ@LL@@ﬂ@m@r%ﬁmﬁm%ulu
ILINZAINIUAZIAADEN939A13 B nua T AN ALY
duodenum LAY jejunum FarfurTadeila I Fvinlu
fﬂvmﬁmimfﬁ'@uﬁmmmmimnﬂ@:quxmmﬂﬂ@:

anlaLantnae (delay gastric emptying rate) w1

nnequyus n1sfulseniueunslTunniunie

A o a ~ .
897 1 lusTuge wazn1susineansiian gastric

. =2 = o = 2 ax

motility ANHAAATAIINTAATNLALEALUATLDATHN
109N ALBANDHEDA TUNIIATIA BT INUINA |
lafiauaanasna luanznewazyinlunisaaduuas
NMaAARHAATIUREN9TAI5)

731190 AT NIBILOT AU ANDHAAN AN
AUNUBTUIZAUAIINA NI UTBILE T ALBANATDAT
uslnaan il wu nsuslnalefiaueanazeamiu

v v

MINAU 10% (v/v)

TunaazgaTalaT1n7 Ay
AU 20% UAMANATNILNIUNINNAN 30% F0Ll]
efiaueanagenazgngadulamaniiasaninaszang
LABANTEINIZRINS
12 T09n198u 1
laszverevefiaueanageagnanialnlng
ngARNLITENIY 55 - 60% z{qumi@m%umqﬁwﬁq

iJ/ v v - 1
dunulauesviseunululsngae

2. MsngzANs
efiauaanasaanszanafaanneganiialily
& ' ' Y ¥
aldanazaeamanie o Tusenie ieiinnydsunn
unluadenziiu - A wiaueanegesaznszanylyl
gadenzaanannlannniiu wenantieiiaweanases

F9R1N1TNUNTHIU blood-brain barrier L11gaN®4

waz placental barrier wnlilgnisnluassnlagnaoy®
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lefiauaanaaeailnn V 1ade 0.7 Likg lume
e Uaz 0.6 L/kg TWANDS A1aaadda BMI 199
A A
YAARTIULANTY
m%qﬂ?mm@@ﬂqm“ﬁ (bioavailability) 184
efiausanageaiilalniunianaenidaninnganan
nein Wesainnisualnanistinaasun first pass
metabolism'"”
n19d v auaanagan ludunonnadu
IWANTYIAATEAL BAC gana1inAgne  L1He9ain
a a o ! ! [ ¥
wenegedBRnasladuluseniagenomwaeng vinlu
nnnszanesfgadiefiaLaanagaaiinlulauaengn
LLﬂzL‘Wﬂ‘Mﬂjﬂﬁ first pass metabolism FINANADIE
arnnisieulan alcohol dehydrogenase (ADH) i

FLA1INT99191ENN Y

Blood Alcohal Concantration (mg)

Time (howrs)

gﬂ‘l‘?‘i 1. W&A4A" Blood alcohol concentration (BAC)
WRINNIA NeT ALeANEaR LIS IR y
VN INARDLTLEN 84919 NARDILULNATNE
1191 8 9181?

3. LAUDATN
FUYMUNT A alef anaanageadlszunoy
30802 90 - 98 AT MARIDEAZ 2 - 10 azgn dueen
yaaueila Tagnne uazivida ©
Lﬁ‘ﬂLﬂﬁ@LLﬂ@ﬂ”ﬂﬂ@Z;m‘ﬁuuﬁ’@:ﬁu AZYNYINATE
Pl TIANNILLIALANTANg I Fado
1. Oxidative pathways

a. alcohol dehydrogenase (ADH);Lﬂu
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ulmsmdnlunisindmefiaueanasaansu Tagianis
at9E4 Aa Class | ADH Wagl nicotinamide adenine
dinucleotide (NAD') iilusingaslunljiizen vilula
free radicals WAz acetaldehyde %aﬁqmwﬁm{ﬁu

b. cytochrome P450 2E1 (CYP2E1); LﬂuVLmnj
ﬁqnéqqgﬂmsémﬁl@ﬁmmﬁﬂm@ﬁmm@ﬂ@a@&ﬂu
a1y WUl lUALULAYANSY HARINATZLUNNT
waUeatuazlngs hydroxyethyl, superoxide anion
WAz hydroxyl radicals Foanaitieions I

c. catalase; aWnsneandlatiafiaweanagas
Inlnendae hydrogen peroxide (H.0 ) win H.O

HAAWE LN192UA1N1T oxidative pathways
fign ity Aa acetaldehyde uaz acetate

2. Nonoxidative pathways ‘Vfﬂﬁ;Lﬁm fatty
acid ethyl esters (FAEEs) mﬂﬂﬁﬁ?ma‘:mlw
efiaueanegenuaznialesiu asneluianalaiy
ﬁﬁ'\ﬁﬂizﬂ@‘ugaaﬂ@@ﬂ@%@’lugﬂmmphosphatidyl
ethanol ﬁL@u”LsmjﬁLﬁ'm%mﬁ@ phospholipase D (PLD)
%x‘iLﬂ?ﬂlﬂu phospholipids (primarily phosphatidylcho-

line) luinangLili phosphatidic acid

o . T
Thanol *——— Acetaboetyde Acwiniy =
E- P ]

o —u
Mﬂ'.ﬁltﬁ HAD* HADM

i ypnenad W WP bt

Rl

D Acptalider e paducty Mo mathen
8 incresse A0S losmation

@ increase HADH: MAD ' ratlo

—_—
Wil e ALINER i
&
o

—

G Ul
um.rl.-a. MADF & 1 M0
L ]

51 2. uang oxidative pathway rediaiiauaanasen
TR TRR

4. N1FN1AA
Wesviuefianeanageaasnin 20 mg/100
ml nsn1amaziiluLLy first order kinetic Na79A®

gR91N19 A AU ATE1 T UALAINIT NI ULR BT A-

LL‘ﬂ@ﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂ@ﬂﬂﬁ'\ﬁ\iﬁﬁ\‘i WAYNINILALLIANALAANDERR
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HANNA1 20 mg/100 ml nsAndatefiaueanages
azufuLL zero order kinetic NAN9A8 N9MNAA
avuTulllusnsaed T ufuAINLL 8T LI99
liiaueanagen’?

NN3MAALeTaLeANaaaa WL zero order
kinetic luawtlnifilalni3inalefiaueaneaea il
ﬂizfﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁl’] average rate of ethanol clearance
7 g/hr vnARTusEAUANNIT NTLe T ALeANEEEA
luiaen (BAC) azamad 15 mg/100 mL/hr (15 mg%/
h) wnlugangritullszsranardnlagaits 35 mg/

100 mL/hr® ™

Fragnamemuanlumange] v
60 Alan3u AsAan 500 fadans Wenesnnm BAC,
Taels Widmark equation anunsnAuanslalaeniey
FARTeTAUeANaEaa 40% ANNANANINIZTD
lafiaueanasea An 0.79

Aatiu nijeausenanaiiaialeanages

500 (ml)*40*0.79
= = 158¢
100

. 158 (9)
AMBAC = —————
o 0.55*60 (kg)

= 4.79 g/kg YNNBIANNNG

iiauaanagen 4.79 n3u luden 1 Alansw
mﬂgmmmﬂ@wﬁqmﬂu mg% (mg/dL) Tﬁqm;fm
100 Azl 479 mg% FaNANAIN 20 mg/100
ml ATANYAAaTUILL zero order kinetic

satiupaslainainidnaananiaen

1 2
_ 1580 - 2257 dalug

7

wINABINIIsEymIeiin Si unit A8 mmoliL
TAafiauanuninluanaefiauaanagen 46.07

v
Al

Chula Med J

479 (mg%)*10
- — = 103.97 mmol/L
46.07 (g/mol)

v v

aeng1sfimNa NNIAUINIANNFIREN TR
\IuN"9AAN NGRS uazAaNNIINaAKLL Zero order
kinetic 111lunNsANWIA ueluA N T uaT T
SvanaTadeivinlnsansnaainss il fiauanages

~ ! o
NMLLMW]NM@WN@MHQQA

uamzwummmﬁaLtaanaaaéﬁi@qmmw
1. szuuilssavarunasuazdiulans
lfiauesneseaiinanadnsiallszamuans
afin s Wungls dopamine fvFa0d nucleus
accumbens TnEnY mesolimbic pathway, yinlmia
N"sUAQ noradrenaline Tuauas, L@?Nq‘v@r GABA
activity 4114 GABA A receptor fualvnounane
LLm\ﬁIqﬁN, ﬂi::riu serotonin (5-hydroxytryptamine 3
(5hHT3)) ylveauls, uasdul excitatory NMDA
(N-methyl-D-aspartate) receptor NANIZABAINAN
(amnesia) e
_ c . .
nisugAla auaanaaeaviud i uie ln
LAaFE A INTASEENNNNNE 19411970 NMDA
receptor ATRELTTUILAIN INANTZAUIARDENITUL
LL@leo'}sLﬁ;LGIJ@@rMWEIIuﬁIQﬂ nafulefianeanages
U3HnNN91 300 mg/dLazyinlaeasd uuazly
;ﬁﬂﬁa am tendon reflex ANAUTATIAGN ARRUNNN
398 waznelatnas Madedinenaiatulodie

srAUlefaLaanagea lulaannInNnan 400 mg/dL

v
a =

HANQINAzHgTANITUNIIENHINNI1AUEITHAND S
' - v v
3 W1 nsugaLeanagaaiunatnsansznulnia
v
asdnla®
v X . > z
lugAngsnseivenanulsaaulszainiy
sensory LAY motor peripheral neuropathy Inednuans
ANNNTUTIILTENIAAIUANLINA acquired cerebellar

v 1
syndrome FANTNNZUNNIAIN N LNTUINT N9
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An8ud 1 (thiamine) FaflAnuduRus fun1nie
Wernicke’s encephalopathy ‘Emmmmmmiﬁz&’qﬁa&l
311522 loun 1). ALK (ataxia) 2). §U@U (confusion)
WAy 3). fa”qumm;mf:@m (ophthalmoplegia) uan
’ﬂ’mﬁ?ﬂ/\‘iﬁﬂﬁ;lﬁm Korsakoff's psychosis %Qéﬂ%ﬂ@tﬁ
21N"7LALAINNNTIAN (amnestic syndrome) upy®

WENFANTNAL 1T reduce vulume of corpus
collosum, decrease volume of white matter of
cerebellum, Neuronal loss IAgIRN1ZLITII0 superior
frontal association cortex, hypothalamus, 4az

cerebellum Wiumi™®

2. FTUUNILALAZTNADALADR

ns13lnAlefiaueanegea e (1
849 99 ﬂévu/zﬁ”ﬂmﬁr) avaaEanAMILAselunLAa
Tspvaamaenvalaiy  waninuslnaLsunnmnn
mf«uﬁmLﬁmmw@Imlumuﬁmiimmmﬁuiaﬁmqq
NARALABAANEILAN LATUARALABAWAlARL NT
1FnARUNN 85 NFAY ansnsos s lalinnne
alcoholic hypertrophy 1917

Walawn Ui adanasd sanalaun  atrial
dysrythmias (premature atrial contractions, atrial
tachycardia, atrial flutter, Wag atrial fibrillation), way

ventricular tachycardia asualuiin sudden cardiac

death'™®

3. STUUMLAURIUNS

HAROMAaAAIYIT lAln aAnNTTUAYTaY
NADABINNT zmmwﬁuu?wmmmmrﬂmfmmm'fau
A v lAnlsansalvatay waznng Mallory-Weiss
syndrome?

HARANITINAZaNMT AN ﬂizéumiwﬁ'
n7A NTLNIZRIUNT ﬂ@:éumm&mﬁmu gastrin

¥
UANANULININENIUNIINUNTA succinic LAy maleic

v 1
o

acid Tudssuazlon Fearn190nsenuUN1IUaINI
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TunIsnnza1visla HaaInnsudansar v iA e
superficial gastritis Wa% chronic atrophic gastritis"'?
LR aFUNLLAFIun fatty liver, alcoholic
hepatitis, chronic hepatitis with liver fibrosis llaufia
cirrhosis 1339144t alcoholic liver disease 1wl
ﬂizfj”ﬁmiﬁ'mLL@szaamﬁwﬁuuﬁﬂgmmﬂﬂu‘ﬂmﬁu
%ﬂﬂﬁ@mméwmﬂLLammmqﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬁm@(zo)
nanaadulLa U 1 luszuun1aaue g

laun ne9999 aANT9RATNANTEIUMITLTIONAN LA

AUBAUENLAL NITAUNITAANTITITe9IN AavaY

ARARNYNT NTZNIZNMNT Lazan la vy wumu®

g &
4. szuulAsINTEANUAZNAINLUD
BAALEANERA N LATIALLTAANANLHLS
¥ ng o ! ¥ a
anguaznanniiievalalaanss  lunquyuiine
lNaLAANAEAANLNIIE acute alcoholic myopathy
lnseray 0.5 D 2 yilsusindeiniseaunseusion
¥ ng s ! ! D
natuieialva azlwn wazues wnudlnawiunan
WIUAZLAANN1E chronic myopathy v lunanuiiie
aqunuianireaulsauazede  luuiemaenany
2 X < vy - ,
N TureseultunatNile wazllsfu myoglobin
au ANy rhabdomyolysis lunign®”
N12ANLBANDERA LN NANNLA LIABANTLAA
nszgninuazlsANIznNNIU (osteoperosis) A1NN13
NAARIIUGNINUIAABNA NUALNT U NUQ1LBT A
LBANDERAALNNNITAZAIEURINTLAN (resorption) Imgl

Wiaa osteoclasts®

5. SEUURUNUS
WATE efialeanagaann InAaNaNITnNIN
o o o
NNAT UNTRanN 191U A 8 UL AYANHIUZNI9INA
nﬁﬁlqﬁ (male secondary sexual characteristics)
sunaunnraseaasiiuannlalnianda ann13asng
LATNITUAIUDY luteinizing hormone WAy follicle-

stimulating hormone (FSH) ANNAAN THANDIRVLIUN
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AU N AN ALDANAHRA DN MINALAINALA LMD
Leydig cells Tugtune inlnszauaasiuu testosterone
Twasnanas waznnlu Sertoli cells @aRUNUINTL

a a < al g dl o
nsstyiiuinesaidong @auuni lunnsvinanu
uane®

WWANEJY  L@NALeANadaadAUI1NN19Y

a

WIYNUG NATIRT AL IANTIWANNII89NTTANIEL

o

tsrapaunnlnilelumn waslurdu U9y

a9 luAFTT N asTIN T AUAaTINU estradiol ARAY

uaanaaaatqelunslas testosterone Tnaneily

v Yy

estradiol Iummvmuwmmmuﬂm@mmmLLmﬂu

SLMNWTQ’WI ﬂNLﬂW@LL@@ﬂ@E@@@H’W\?MMﬂ

AzANARENIINNANIAR WLNNAL alcohol embryopathy

v 1

= a ad o o o ¥
1gHAMNEAUNFAN LTI WAL AN L UBAZUBIA g

uaznaNannng fetal alcohol syndrome'™

A1519N 2.

LAy 2
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a @
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a

=

1. MSNUTIIRYANAUNTIA

'
o =

TodAON RaNLTULN aRTIATLAULAN A

Q
aala

LLﬂ@ﬂ@aﬂzﬁuﬂuumm AR whole blood, serum, plasma
avilaanny AaAUaslinnaTaeaAenmLE
PR (antecubital vein) wazifusnelunaan
ArEUINIALLL commercial vacuum tubes®’
slumfamqmumuﬂi:nﬂmmm@gmn TEAL
L@ﬁmm@ﬂ@a@@r%qmwiﬂgw ilesanniedia
LOANERs ANNNTANTEANE R Ut lAR FaiTu urine
%:ﬁizﬁuLfaﬁmm@ﬂﬂmﬁgmfﬁﬁ whole blood 1.3 i1
’&Ifau serum WAL plasma %Q\‘iml’] whole blood1.09 -
118 W@
MDA AT aNHANANIA LN TUT 984
WAan L°ﬁlu potassium EDTA, potassium oxalate
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