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# # 5880123822 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORD: ATTHAKATHA MAHASUPINA JATAKA, CREATION, THAI LITERATURE
Tanabad  Jai-in: ATTHAKATHA MAHASUPINA JATAKA: SIGNIFICANCE ON THE CREATION OF
THAI LITERATURE. Advisor: Asst. Prof. ARTHID SHERAVANICHKUL, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study the significance of the Atthakatha Mahasupina Jataka as a source for creating Thai
literature “the Phutthathamnai Khwamfan Phrachao Pasenthikoson (The Buddha’s Predictions of King Pasenthikoson’s
dreams)” and to study the relationship between the Jataka and other related literature from the past to the present.
The study finds that the original Jataka consists of 16 dreams and the predictions of each dream. This Jataka inspires
the creation of many texts known as Phutthathamnai, for instance, the Thai National Library versions, the local versions,
and the contemporary versions. All versions correspondingly consist of 16 dreams as found in the original Jataka.
However, distinctive features that represent the identities of each region have been added in the local versions.

There are 17 versions of the Phutthathamnai found in the National Library and can be categorized into 3
groups: the first group is represented by the text No.7, the second group by the text No.10 and the third group by the
text No.196. In addition, the text No.196 of the National Library seems to relate to all versions found in central Thailand,
so it is assumed that this version should be the most popular one.

On the other hand, the Phutthathamnai found in northern Thailand is counted as an important Buddhist
sermon in which the Pali texts from the original Jataka are preserved. In northeastern Thailand, the story functions as a
social reflection, while in southern Thailand the story is used to criticize political and cultural issues as well as to assert
ethical and authorial lessons.

Also, the Atthakatha Mahasupina Jataka relates to some other literature, such as Prophetic Lament for Krung
Sri Ayutthaya, Kap Phra Chaisuriya and Kala Nap mue Suay. These texts paraphrase some dreams and the predictions
from the original Jataka and aim to tell about the future of the society or to forewarn about what is likely to happen
so that the reader could behave properly. Besides, there are contemporary versions of the Phutthathamnai which are
composed to explain the original Jataka by referring to real situation in Thai society. These modern versions of the
Phutthathamnai do not only help the reader to appreciate the content of the Jataka, but also makes the Jataka itself
more valuable and reasonable. In addition, the message of the Jataka can be interpreted in both mundane and supra-
mundane views. From the Mundane view, the story gives moral instruction to people, whereas from the supra-mundane
view the story leads one to the understanding of “Nirvana” by the contemplation on “karma” and “impermanence”.

In summary, the creation of the Phutthathamnai Khwamfan Phrachao Pasenthikoson apparently emphasizes

the significance of the Atthakatha Mahasupina Jataka as a source for Thai literature from the past to the present.

Field of Study: Thai Student’s Signature. ...,

Academic Year: 2018 AdVISOr’s SIGNATUIE.......crveiceee e
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