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Aeumjaturapat S. Tonsillectomy/adenoidectomy and humoral immune response. Chula Med J
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When tonsiflectomy / adenoidectomy are recommened, one of the common problems
that sorme patients, parents and also some doctors are concerned is the possibility of decreased
immune response after surgery. In this article the author reviewed the available articles
associating from 1972 to 1996. In conclusion:

1) Chronic tonsillitis patients may have more, equal, or less immunoglobulins compared
to the normal population.

2) We can not conclude that tonsillectomy / adenoidectomy cause decreased immune
response.

3) After tonsillectomy / adenoidectomy whether the amounts of immunoglobulins
are, the risks of the upper respiratory tract and poliovirus infection are not increased but the
risk of poliovirus carrier may be increased.

4) The patient having the indication for tonsillectomy or adenoidectomy can have the
operation without any preoperative or postoperative immunoglobulins measurement.

5) Tonsillectomy or adenoidectomy should not be performed in the patient who has

never had poliovaccine.
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