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Tangkijvanich P, Poovorawan Y. Precore mutants of hepatitis B. Chula Med J 1999 Aug; 43(8):
599 - 611

HBeAg negative HBV phenotypes most frequently arise due to mutations in the
precore region of the viral genome. The commonest mutation is a G to A change at nucleotide
1896 resulting in a stop codon which prevents HBeAg synthesis. Variation in the prevalence
ofthe A-1896 mutant in different parts of the world is related to differences in the predominant
HBV genotype. Only HBV genotypes with T at nucleotide 1958 have been shown to develop
the A-1896 mutation. This could be partly explained by the presence of a hairpin structure in
the pregenome encapsidation signal, which is critical for viral replication. Precore mutants
HBV may emerge during the course of infection with wild type HBV in response to immune
pressure along with seroconversion to anti-HBe. Clinically, precore mutant chronic hepatitis B
is characterized by an HBsAg positive, HBeAg negative, anti-HBe positive and HBV DNA
positive sero/ogica) profile together with raised serum ALT. Diagnosis is usually based on
phenotypic characterization without the need for genotypic analysis of the virus. Precore
mutants were initially reported to be more frequently found in patients with fulminant hepatitis
or chronic active hepatitis, but they can also be found in asymptomatic carriers. Most studies
show that the presence of precore mutants is associated with sub-optimal response to interferon

therapy.
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600 Wag AsNaiivg uas B JaTrTin

lasasiusniau U (hepatitis B virus, HBV) lu
DNAnfafifisiamnnsnaneniug (mutation) gandn DNA
Iafasiadu 1 ilesanmaiiuduousediada (viral
replication) flasenAe pregenomic RNA w‘v'ﬂa%a DNA
Tne'ldioulaal DNA polymerase 3 afumauivin i
TananaaRuggammziiinalnfinmaudaonuiio
WA1A (proof-reading mechanisms) WIsni9Ng
daatnzd DNA Tulwal Fansfndiuauedioialag
141011937 DNA polymerase Hadnefunisineige
walmlreverse transcriptase 184NGH retroviruses 14w
HIV %aﬁﬁm‘ﬁm?nmaﬁ'uﬁ'qqﬂizmm 1/100,000 -
11,000 # an1avit 1 mauvaclaFaluusi azafs”
m?nawﬁuﬁ'ﬁw"ﬁlﬁtﬁmmwumnwmﬂmmmaﬁuﬁ'
(heterogeneity) aniu (ilasantznladaiusniay 1
Hulsadefedafifaiinemunmiuiafinaneiug
Iioe

{assaFrsnaslasasuaniay o
ToFasiusniay 11 a¢jlu family Hepadnaviridae
Taitlu DNA TnFagunmdnuszneudas double strand
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DNA #3 long strand %38 (-) strand A9NENITWIA
3.2 kilobases ( kb) U short strand v3e (+) strand
Aflaunalaiuiuey @pauenaszunns 50-70% 184
long strand )*¥ (gﬂﬁ 1)

Long strand ilszneumatl 4 open reading
frame (orf) Wn S, C, X uas P ¥4 4 douiiiidoud
Fourueg Teiamzdau P deuetjfink 3 dauivie
#91194 short strand W38 (+) strand WiNldquass open
reading frame (orf Aeqaiiadiulunsnemssaiiteatne
TsihiLu messenger RNA 713 codon Gaduiilu AUG)

Sorf vinuifiaallsuiin/Aenfiaredlada
dsenaudg S gene (8519 HBsAG) PreS1 Uas PreS2
gene #7184 Sua PreS2 aziiranuenafiasiiuiten
Tunn subtype 1991aFa dau PreS1 azumnsinaluisna
91189 subtype

HBs subtypes ariiuaufiiausauvise deter-
minant i a uazdl determinant w7 1 y vde d uaz
W %78 r WU subtype determinant Wszinalnasin
Wy ad daunnmsdusnitlu ay Wudaulug

C-orf vwinita¥a core protein (HBcAQ) Uaz

Polyadenylalion

C promoter *

X promoter ,*

- o o e =
517 1. uams genome 1ealaFadudniay i
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precore éaa%‘w HBeAg

P-orf ¥rwthiia¥1e DNA polymerase #uiiein
daafun1aiia reverse transcriptase activity

X-orf mthRia¥e HBxAg iy polypeptide
1479 145-154 amino acid Sebinsuminivuide us
@adranan e asfuninialsansdei (hepatic
oncogenesis)

tlaqeTumuidn HBV Hnsnaneiuglévn open

reading frames“?

1 pre-5/S gene mutations $in1W
\in vaccine escape mutants 38 polymerase gene
. a s A o o/
mutations wWulugilaesfudniauld funisinedan
8Ng nucleoside analogues THAWN ' LU lamivu-
dine w7 famciclovir {lusi Aiumianisnaneiuganu
aal Y. o -~ - o o
srananAnnulstesngauaziinsfneniuniniigans

< . 4. 1 =i 1
NM7NA precore mutations Teaznaninaasitansiely

Precore mutations aaelafaauaniau i ©
HBCAg uaz HBeAg @¥wann core region (549
%78 555 bp) WAz precore region (87 bp) Axasulw

o ) L4 1] 4
open reading frame WA TULAAUAZATLILS (g‘lJ‘VI 2)

(a) Wild Type
Pre-core region Core reglon
DNA } + 4
ATG ATG TAG
Start Start Stop
Codon Codon Codon
Fixed cleavage site
Translational _
Products
L ]

HBcAg

Precore mutants upsladasusniay 4 601

n1sa¥1e HBeAg (ufiuil ATG codon wan Renumia
nucleotide'7‘1 1814 Uu precore/core gene PiluHBe
precusor eingmerTudnuau 212 f neudliinnsdin
(cleavage) nTmasdily 19 Aan19Au amino terminal
LAZEN 33 2 Mednu carboxy terminal san'yl Fuseu
Hiinauntelu endoplasmic reticulum waR IdAe
HBeAg Tiawysnl Seflaunm 17 kDa uaziinsmeziitu
160 #a HBeAg Mgnafituasgudadnludensiet

g9un"78319 HBCAG v core protein Faifly
polypeptide AfiTum 21 kDa uaziinsnasiihulsvanmy
183 1i3e 185 & (3uL genotype 1actaia) Budi
ATG codon i"'mmuu precore/core region (Faumdy
nucleotide 1901) AT2awL HBcAg Iannsluaads
AfinnsRadainiuusiasling HBcAg Basrluiden
1 HBCAg Ue HBeAg HiRAuwmiszesnanesiitu
wilaurfudszuno 150 /9

Precore mutations 81aWNAAIN point mutation,
deletion W3aIAAaN frameshift mutations fld Fiwy
IHiesnnnan 95 % mmmmmaﬁuﬁﬁmum An

a 4 o ' . 4
N17NA  point mutation NALUUY nucleotide 1 1896

(b) Precore Mutant

Pre-core region Core reglon

Mutation at nt 1896 results in

a TAG Stop Codon
’ + {
ATG ATG TAG
Start Start Stop
Codon Codon Codon
EIICHE

HBeAg

EEsaammammn— HBcAg

31]9‘1 2 LAMINTTAFI core protein WAL HBe protein a1n precore/

core gene (A. Wild-type virus B. Precore mutant virus )
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189 codon 71 28 TaefinsuAEuan G i A (TGG
waeuily TAG) C Y stop codon finllianunan
#5719 HBe precursor unz HBeAg siall# usiaeinalsf
anazlitinasian1sa¥1e HBcAg sz start codon
AUBTAUMITLa SR nsins e Tald
i@ “” filaelil precore mutants Hiitannauhy
Teadudniauldiudefuduosilif definarariug
(i3eTGang wild type) Adaunnsinaiisausnmalsing
HBeAg lwiemwiniu analien precore mutants i
\#u HBe-minus mutants 18 MsnanERuRR LS
14 7 wenwilasnsnumis nucleotide i 1896 v
1Wim stop codon dun G 1T A ARum nucleotide
1898 uaz 1989 189 codon 7 29 via C iflu T 7isn
Wit nucleotide 1856 984 codon 7 15 uaz A iflu C
fisumis nucleotide 1814 184 start codon #sinls¥lai
A11708519 HBeAg (WiReniu®® (ansedt 1)

- ° . 1
AN 1. LLﬁQOWLLMUQ'?IWUUﬂEmﬂQ precore

mutations

1. G-Ant 1896, tryptophan-stop codon 28.

2. G-Ant 1899, glycine-aspartic acid, codon 29.
3. A-Cnt 1814, loss of start codon.

4. C-T nt 1856, proline-serine, codon 15.

5. G-Ant 1898, glycine-serine, codon 29.

Nt = nucleotide

A o go o X o :
WIBNAYINNTNAEAUFNNNATUNA NN 1896

@ Fhymsrrdauniuencapsi-

anNdsmNEY °
dation (&) signal 184 pregenomic RNA @flu cis-
A 1] ¥ o 1
acting element fingjdouangres 5 Hanwurglie
A [-] 1
i{1vs hairpin %38 stem loop structure (1% 3) Aums
. o a4 o
Fana1aililufegues nucleotide daunitiy precore
v v t
Aauviavue soaviadeusiues core  (nucleotide
1852-1930) WU base pairs 189 £ dauluaiidu AT
] v
w7 G:C Teilanaiesge aniduuedumbavingu
P ) o § wo \ . M
# base pairs \u T:G B ldaumisimaniiilanga
wWamudu c:cvde T:A (e T wleuilu C vie G
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Genotypes B,C,D, E

Loop

Stem It Stem I

Bulge O

1858 — T| {G+— 1096 1858 — T el A «— 1985
Stem | Stem| \
Enhanced
stabhity base
paking
Wild type Precore Mutant

Genotypes A, F

Stem I Stem I!

1858 — | |G +— 1808 1858 — C}.| A+~ 1008

Stem| Stem| \
Reduced
stabltity

Wwild type Precore Mutant

<}
g‘ﬂw 3. uame stem-loop structure 184 pregenome
e o oy
encapsidation signal(e) WazsinumdaAny s

1inel U949 precore mutations

' L4 d
wasutu A eenanilsetinele) wszninddeuutlas
ar ' g o Vi ) o '
fanaaiazinliilimnsatin sy afusessning base
. 5 0 o 4 < A d‘ [ ¥
pairs gerunILAN Well nswAeuiisumds 1896
o 4
a1n G {lu A azldansu base 1ty TAG @t stop
codon vifliaunsoa¥ HBeAg
ANINTN (prevalence) 189 precore mutants
1 o - 1 1 A
wanenafulanagiinnasing 4 aeslan 1y wunni
wnLARe fisile (BANA nTT uasBgaien) uazieide
1 o 4
@aans uduuazdji) leediaaugniszunadesa:
50-80 UL 40-55 AMNANRL precore mutants wu'ldtiae

P A NLANFNNYDY

TuanigauiniuszylsUnsdunn’
_mmqn’%uﬂgiﬁumﬂﬁuf‘f (genotype) saslaFafinunnn
'Lugﬁmﬂ'«fu'] hamnuadAgyilaqtiunudnianewug
sina 4 vialanesineies 6 10iaRe A, B, C. D, E unz F

(AN919712)
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al
A1599 2. UARINITNTTANEILY genotype AN
ANARNg 7 78alan

Genotype Region

A Northwest Europe, Central Africa,
North America
B/C South East Asia, China
Mediterranean, Saudi Arabia, India
Africa

F South America

o & 4‘ ell o - <l
anawug A Jawuannilssimaanigawini
s Ly - A o ]
ALANTTOLUBINNTLNA precore mutants NIAIUNLT 1896
[ 4‘ o & v d”el o  a al o
Litee Wissanaeiuginailfianiuzes base NRn
] A ) o o’ o ] .
ke 1858 Nagimseriudaiumumis 1896 U hairpin
structure (11 C unuazidu T (qUR 3) Tellaanuiatiss
1894 base (C uaz G) feguda sadutifinninulaeu
ulngann G unuil A fisumia 1896 azvinligoy e
=l . |d‘l 13 ] <l d’
PNIATIEIE8 base pair gl enidudnaziinnaiulasu
989 C iflu T fisnumds 1858 Fondae
Lindh uazan™ ldvinnisAnsAugnee
precore mutants ANgANTAGING 4 Testiuayudn dwy
C AR unde 1858 udaulugariigiFnimnizes

precore mutants NALULL 1896 A1 (AN9199 3)

Core promoter mutations aaslasaduaniay 14"

NNTMTNULBY precore WA core gene Al
sinaanAe promoter gene 1U&2U upstream Lﬁlamuqu
AR @9fA8 core promoter ﬁﬂgi'l.uﬁmmﬁa
nucleotide 7l 1742-1849 AanaRimUnAlugdawuges promo-
ter analuavnlin1IMinaTuLes precore asaels 1w
fl¥n1saineae9 HBeAg aaRINIIANYTERNAATS
Wil ieeutdnazlaiiings naneugi precore
gene FINAREAANN ATUMLUNTRY core promoter Fimu
dnfinsnanewugldtien I8un nsulAsuann A iy T
uaz G Ll A fiRumis nucleotide A 1762 uas 1764
ANNRAL

AMNAIARIRY HBeAg

nsAne WdRdMaaas (transgenic mice) WAz
Tudulaef il ufusnanuanaliiinga - Anaguus
gaanaRasLsniaiidiRaannisi lifavnaneiaad
fiuTmeimae (direct cytopathic effect) wsitinanuaise
£OHAINNITNNUTDITTLLYRANTULEITNNNE (host
immune response) i CD8+cytotoxic T lymphocytes
(CTLs) uax HLA class | molecule Avnanuidelasalas
#3 HBcAg 18tlaalu immune target HdAty wen
@’mﬁ CD4+lymphocytes (CTLs) waz HLA class I
molecule ﬂ“\rﬁqtﬁuﬁﬁmﬂmuiﬂ?ﬁumm‘h?“aﬁﬂeﬂu

°

AN519R 3. ANuANRUSY9S T-1858 W precore stop codon mutation AR 1896

T-1858 prevalence

C-1858 prevalence  Precore mutant prevalence

Asia 88 %
Southern Europe 85 %
Middle East 74 %
Africa 60 %
Northern Europe 22 %

10 % 51 %
17 % 60 %
2% 53 %
31 % 47 %
71 % 12.%
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\dam 19U HBeAg Taemingnusaniu antigen-presenting
cells 84 ° 14 macrophage {{usu "' naasenns
IS 4 [ 4 ] A’ [% dl 1 I o
AELAUBNTBTT UL NA NTus ada laFan livinfuluy
guasusiazaw inliaanquusanasnisa i iuaeclsn
e . 4 .
uansinafueanty wulumendniminausesszuy
o 9 o t=d < <4 o o
nRAuiulAazi lenadunmevTasusniauuy
X . & o ¥ % da °
Fafigeru  meafuduludileffinminauressiuy
Iy A = °o v a o Il a
pRAufusnmiuldeanain Wianuzduas et v@ey
WAL (fulminant liver failure) 1
HBeAg U polypeptide Anulwdenuazld
L 45 o aa A g -
\Ths marker AgnATy lunsadtinAiuamatanisuiiasinna
Xy o, -
w8134 (active viral replication) WeniUiaaNnNITmIIA
MIzALYaI HBY DNAlwAen AnNdATy199 HBeAg
' A’ [ T ‘o 4‘ ] 1 A 9 s
seamelafadilinmuwide @ ldineadestunis
wivsnreslafalaumransie HBe-minus mutants €4
AanxnsauLialdRnLndlisingann wild type 4 7|
v 1
1 fudngunsludnimasessluauiiuandt Hee
Ag vinutihiiily toleragen namAaiiiuandAnd
M 1iAe immune tolerance nasiilassaFsadnaiy
HBcAg i immune target 8393vULRANTY uan
v
. e o
a7nil HBeAg flaaunsougsduiu CTLs unuil HBcAg
° 2 6 o é o g as o oY as
nliasdsugaRnmelfagninaneinassuugiduiu
' Y (16.‘7) o [l d' < 1%& = dl
04T INETREIR siaagraniiulddananieni
o 5 o os o {
e lasafusniau O aanunsafifl HBeAg Hlanna
o o A’ [ 3 : Gil Var g A
Wususniauisesigeanamennlasuaeainunanig
¥ .
Araalainy HBeAg Tuiden'™ wananildilmesnud
ud@mdn HBeAg anannldl cytokines UNBLNIU

interferon M9 UaARININUNEA (down regulation)™

N198A539U1 precore mutations
= oy = <5 g
lunnamdiinansasdeinfinsfiniTe precore
T o e & o o X o
mutants (anwudngiliendandelafa O uuuFess
(chronic hepatitis B) §in13n191utessiLfiang (eleva-
A .

tion of transaminase) IaefRTaliny HBeAg luidan
usl 9padi sz uaas HBY DNA lwidangs (U7 4)

Chula Med J
HBsAg
Poslilve
HBeAg HBeAg
Positive Negative
Antl-HBe Anti-HBe
Positlve Negatlve
HBV DNA .HBV DNA
Posltive Negative

Pre-core
Mutant

<} R .
31]% 4. LA serological profile 184 precore

mutant chronic hepatitis B

Tnevialfnazeylandngaaefid A nenzdensail
(phenotypic characteristics) ﬁmﬁ‘?\m%ﬂ precore
mutants Tagliduiusasmmaimszfiiu (genotypic
analysis) youdolialnemna

3% N17R799% LATII B WL o udug iy
precore mutants neRENeeLfiiAn T luans
Fald i3 Seivaned® Wy NInsmafUTeY DNA
(DNA sequencing) udaua94 precore gene (311'7; 5)
¥i3an13ma99m) TAG mutation 189 codon 71 28 Taeld
7 allele-specific PCR via¥aau 4 1433 Restriction

Fragment Length Polymorphism (RFLP) Wusiu

° , aa
AMUEIATYUBY precore mutations TUNIIARLA
aqtiudilainsuaaudrdnylumnepatinaes
precore mutants a8in34m L@uuﬁ'jﬂuizﬂ:uinq PBINT
AUNL precore mutants aziisenutiapuduRuS U
naARATRzFLNteEURBLNAY (fuminant hepatitis)
o o X o , ) e\ o
HATAUDNLALLTAI (chronic active hepatitis) NTULTN
N1 wild types ¥a  W™# atinglafisuluszazugs 4
HoreauinRuiuanedn precore mutants wu'lalu
t nllal o - ] 1 b 73 ‘J
nguninsaniveeslsalaiquuss wudlaemidunme

wiagiasndsusniaulaiquuss (mild hepatitis)®?
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3880, , 3920,

3960, . 4000, . 4040,

6 6¢C T T T @®

6 6 G c #H T GG

310

612]

3640, 3680, 73120

, 6c T T T@ 6
| S5

128Q_;

640

° o o o ' \
gﬂﬁ 5. LARINNTATIARTALILBY DNA (DNA sequencing) 11821184 precore gene HRUULA nucleotide 1896

masduraslsadusnisuidassanntoda I «iin
precore mutants

nsifluseslsadusniauGeiantada o
184 wild type Tnenia 1 luaindlu 3 28z ol

1. T58IT289 immune tolerance Wiaszay HBe
Ag positive T ludniitedeiu srasiiaziinnsuic
frgeadglaiasuauniuienEua AT HBY
DNA luszivga uﬁiLﬁﬂmmmm"’mummﬁuqz@fﬂu
ineusidng dulaasinliflaantsiednsile

2. 72812989 immune clearance #3838 HBe
Ag seroconversion sinwulugasanglazanns 20-40 1
guanazfinainGuessiusnauiiuezes o lesann
nalnmw"qhumma‘:uuqﬁﬁiuﬁumm‘mmﬂﬁmﬁﬂ
adLASsRade lfadanaadnaiu mssewwssy
1984 HBV DNA anas HBeAg luwidenazaee q wia'll
WATATIANL anti-HBe

3. 32812989 HBV integration ¥3832812 anti-HBe-

Yy, . ,
positive sraizilidalafaaziinis integrate 1l luaad

AU NIFENIALIDIFL AL IINATARRIUATTTALIUD
HBV DNA azfnaaninaumsaalainy

23’m§"uﬁﬂ’m‘7iﬁ precore mutants fnaziinng
mwumm‘fmn'\wmmnrﬂ X HBeAg serocon-
version uda (A319% 4) @ nsduiuzedlzaenaiiiu
wminadesiels

1. fapsfiaanuiialnAaeanisineausessiy
atistaifies iufisziu ALT gefiounilng bidngszas
asuaasisn

2. fszazinidu (active periods) 189FUSNIAL
Lﬂui‘:ﬂ., '| ANUAUTLBTANL (inactive periods) mﬂat?ﬁ
“1]G‘LI’NﬂN:’f“ﬂ“’n’lL?Uﬂ’]@NﬂQWN?uLLNVI’Nﬂﬁunﬂﬁ"lﬂ
numuanmmmumﬂuwau‘luni:uu@:mof-wwm'mmi
{ntees=AU HBY DNA ludennaufiaziinisinBuaas
TrAusinzass (?ﬂw 6)* gﬂfmmﬁ'\mmm?mmumm
Tansialiiflusiuuds (cirhosis) wazazi39siu (hepato-

cellularcarcinoma)
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Sero-conversion

precore mutant

517 6. usmszlutunisaiiulsranas precore mutant chronic hepatitis B
U
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al ' °o
ANTINN 4. ULARITTEICANY 1 mmmﬁ‘mtw‘hmm chronic hepatitis B
Phase Duration HBV DNA ALT Liver Damage HBsAg
HBeAg positive  Shortduration  High serum HBV Normal or Little liver damageHBsAg
phase ormay lastfor  DNAconcentrations elevated or progressive liver positive
may years damage leading to
cirrhosis
HBeAg sero- Shortduration  Decline in serum Increased ALT ~ Severe HBsAg
conversion HBV DNA levels immunologically positive
induced liver necro-
inflammation
. Anti-HBe positive May last for HBV DNA decreases Serum ALT Reduced liver HBsAg may
phase years, decades toundetectable returns o necro-inflammation be cleared
normal and HBV
infection
eliminared
Reactivation May last for HBV DNA positive or Elevated ALT or  Progressive liver HBsAg
Phase (In manyyearsor fluctating HBV DNA fluctuating ALT  damage which may positive
patients who may be levels levels be severe leading
develop pre associated with be severe leading
core mutant fulminant to cirrhosis
HBV) hepatitis B
Immune immune Antl-HBe Reaclivation
Tolerance - Clearance Immunity
HBeAg+ HBeAg- and anli-HBe+
Replicative/
Non-replicative reactivation phase
Repiicative phase
HBV phase f\f\\j
DNA
L
4
ALT M
L Emergence of
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Qs L2 A’ s
AUBNLAULTBIIRIN precore mutants
Okamoto wazwan®BvinnsAnunlugulonsiu
o z 1% . . ) 1
fnauFae (chronic hepatitis) Wudlutasuan
UBITLYUT HBEAg positive ATATIAWLILANIT wild type
-
wintiulany precore mutants sanluszey HBeAg
. X
seroconversion F1393WL precore mutants Taunnau
o A = \
Foe v uArenNIzarYeY anti-HBe phase ATwU
precore mutants tiudaulug atinelafimudonsla
) '3
NUwLER9N precore mutants Hilunisnaneiugmnin
STINTVR I AEAINDEL 78MT8I wild type WTBINIITH
. v o Loy
precore mutants AMuautiat 4 AR lainusausiszes
- p . .
FuuTndeseaRuanniIinant ey CTLs (escape
] - o Q‘ 1
mutants) wazdl nasud e areelaFanuuinaulu
NENAY
s 1l [ r‘J [ 1
fellH Anudunusndaauszning precore
o @ g - o i
mutants wazANTULTITETsARLENIAUGTET AN
| v ¥ v ' & Y PRPNE 4 .
nanaN gy atnglainugdoenivia wild type
uaz precore mutants FuMuNliTSUSNALAUISS
ananazithiagluganans (intermediate stage) e
precore mutants azipulunends viseanaluney
a9 ar L3 1 d’l 1=
n17RaUAURITRITT LN RANAUei s amal T
Uss@vannluniaindm HBeAg A WHALS AL
Taiquuaa®?
< ] ' | L7 d'd
n13@ ndaulun wud gl aendl precore
mutants arfinnInauauassianisinedat interferon
4 k4
TiAAnuwinGy wild type Wa 7 W uananilesdl
TanaiimnienniTu (relapse) NMandan1ainmIgandn
=i v (31) = ] :« d‘ 1 o
anfae®) Furera Uy WuAnUIINan1sineE
¥
#agl interferon Taiuansinaiulusends 2 nguil® doe
o 1 &S a v 1 .
LvnﬂNmmna1qqaunﬁ?ﬁnm‘imﬂ'l°nmnfgu nucleoside
analogues 1T lual 9 LU lamivudine Tunnsinungilae
o a o X y v
Nd precore mutants NANITTINWILLBNE UA IE
lamivudine WudlSuabIuANAAINNGNNHN HBeAg-

positive™

AUQTEIRENLRLUNKUSIN precore mutants
FeUNIRAFUN BN URBUWAY (fulmi-
nant hepatitis) 47N precore mutants lunaneilszina

\ o '8 < -=l' 13 =| :’,
1 uouwAmefintlauussiu Wi dvisseeu
TumnaniiiimaNusii anti-HBe-positive®uazEilaei 1

. Xy oo . |

FudelhFananwAduiusangil antiHBe-positive™
yanaNiEiseunniafuaneatinulaunauaIn
& d‘ 3 as [ -
precore mutants ’l.ugﬂmw‘lmmmﬁnmmamnmqu
é’uﬁu (immunosuppressive therapy) LLR:'Lué'ﬂ'Jﬂﬁﬁ
ﬁué’nmuqutmmwﬁqmiﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬂﬁauﬁu (liver
transplantation)** atinalsfmnudaadlafindngum
daLaudn precore mutants \ugNuRLBINHTAF

|« o o A o aa
et RLLNAUATI LiasanwudeLaeyd precore

= = o gll <f .
mutants TilaABafuiliunNesnmzasslsa (chronic
] ¥
carrier) Ahiflennsla 4 vistlenadiuainaaauan
sheanniiadaaasgilosied (host factor) Ineianis HLA
. dl ‘ d' b o a 3

typing Teeflaifaadasiuainuasadnuguuseteas
Tnfalaumne ©  viesnadlunasainnisnaneiugy
Fnumsiadn 4 ueniilaanii3iend precore gene i

1 4 o s 1'e ) ‘;llel A’
I aaRugreslafama :UHAMNTULNNINTUNNZ

< ] [ M o o o o

nsAnedulng Tnlaldninismsaasduaesiug-

5 o :
nrsnzaadelafany genome®

nsAnE precore mutants Tuilszindlne
annsAneiiaazunnamans aiiasnsal
Wangde laenismsaniaisuees DNA (DNA
sequencing) Wdaua83 core promoter WaT precore
gene mﬂﬂéﬂoﬂﬁuﬁnmuéﬂ%‘dﬁﬂu HBeAg-negative
AU 16 ﬂuwud'}ﬁm?nmmﬁufﬁﬁmmm nucleo-
tide1896 Wen 3 Tu(denazi8.8) Aniananeiugi
AuMs nucleotide 1814 (start codon) 414U 6 18l
(Feunz 37.5) ua:ﬁmﬁmﬂummmﬂﬁuq’ﬁ core
promoter"?; AWMLY 1762 LA 1764 R 12 718l
Geeiaz 75) (UNTRRNITNEBRUENINNGT 1 ALuMa)
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m'i'lsiﬁ 5. Hepatitis B virus core promotor and precore mutans in chronic hepatitis

Position of mutation HBeAg-positive HBeAg-negative
n=7 n=16

Core promotor

1762 AT, 1764 G-A 2(28.6 %) 12 (75 %)

Precore gene

Start codon 00 %) 6 (37.5%)

Codon 28

1896 G-A 00 %) 3(18.8 %)

NB. 2 patients showed mutations at promotor and start codon, 2 at promotor and codon 28 (turned to stop

codon), 1 at the start codon and codon 28 (turned to stop codon).

d" o v o L & o 5 o ell
uana U galaninisd ned il sadud niauF e
\thi HBeAg-positive BN4TUILU 7 AL WUFTINTNATE
o edl .
WU{N core promoter a2 2 318 (Farns 28.6)

o
(AN9199 5)
¥

annisAntuaasiiiuddulaesiusnigy
A’ o 4 [ ¢ L o o ell o
FefianzuneAans aiaInsalIneaanin
N1TANHIANITNAERUENA UM nucleotide 1896
' 3 BI A =l o 4‘ <
AeudAuliefnuiunAnmay ) luede ame
ar 1 o L 70 ) [ relld ® o Py
falainaudaian wddnaauiyiansues base
AuMue 1858 Teagmaariuduiusiumia 1896 uu
hairpin structure aziflu T Wudaulugfau

a1

afadudniay 4 Anisnanaiugldvans
(3 1 dl } 7 4’ =4 ﬂl o
Aums inuldrieengaae precore mutants Taifin
AN point mutation NAWMUS nucleotide 1896 (G

3 .
lahiflu A) 299 codon % 28 Wi TAG daflu stop
codon Ml liaunsna¥e HBeAg 18 (HBe-minus
o n o Ao, X

mutants) WENAMAIANTLReLULIaAwmistinan
ndstumdaty 1 esuneliaingUsteuiy hairpin
structure 984 pregenomic encapsidation (&) signal

a - . % '
hegdniianemne 5 end naiim precore mutation W

NeF ANITULI N ILATNITUARAIBRNNIRUGNITHTR
Iofa Tuilaqifudensbinsuanudndnyans precore
mutations 8¢l 1ad miauuazdalafudngniugud
daraudvinliiieein1amardtinguusang wild type
¥ia 'l

fednssuilsznia

1070UA 1NBIY) UAT LAY UNITT 4 BUN 3
dszinalneg (ana.) Mg auadidaanqgla fun.eq
damss PlaTuayunuise el
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