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Summary

Vitamin A Deficiency in Native Chicken

Cherdchai Ratanasethakul D.V.M. (Hons.), M.Sc., Ph.D.

Vitamin A deficiency was diagnosed in a group of 9 - to
11 - month - old native chicken. The affected birds showedclinical
signs of depression, loss of appetite, ruffled feathers, oculonasal
discharge, abnormal dryness of the comb and wattle, weakness and
high mortality (71%). On necropsy, small yellowish necrotic cheesy
pustules, 1 to 3 mm. in diameter were found on tongue, hard palate,
pharynx, larynx, esophagus and crop. Histopathologic lesions were
metaplasia of epithelia and submucous glands of esophagus and tra-
chea. Among 15 dead birds, 7 cases of severe intestinal coccidiosis

and 3 cases of severe tapeworm infestation were also noted.
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gUﬁ 7 Metaplasia ¥93 epithelium wa:x submucous gland

fAviaomoavns vonmiy & H & E 240 X

gﬂﬁ 8 Metaplasia 924 tracheal epithelium WsoNfie necrotic

pustules voumiu® H & E 240 X
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;Uﬁ 9 Metaplasia w4 epithelium i turbinate bone
voumiud H & E 240 X
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