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Beta-lactamase is a potent bacterial degradative-hydrolyzing enzyme. This specific
enzyme has now been throughly investigated. The role of p-lactamase and characteristics
such as the original production, mechanism of destroying f-lactam antibiotics, a novel
B-lactamase classification, p-lactamase inhibitors and the socioeconomic problems of new
synthetic-beta-lactam antibiotics are also discussed in this article.

Reprint requests : Dhamabutra N. Department of Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 103500, Thailand.
Received for publications. July 7, 1987.
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Toavlifusned Trutamadfiuniuan (rigid)
VN adueIded innznlagasvedaes finue
§ UMW (corsets) WRAILAN internal osmotic pressure
W azfu afimtamsdvesdaeidnnaianiof
folandumsavn sl ursifatnnmiua moduse
e (lysis) UiTmciiuidsduuszisvvih laadadud

[
o ar

Wundmadunidszan wéh-ulauaufimusadul
wazimentesdtned Kilidaes viseWugd
Fasoasglel (L-form) 19 q Alafiwtaasd adls
aga a dl & aa A [} & a dl 1
fdluadofidumuiuidsdulng q du Tswoudi
anlaugaldiiud. ddaesiessansaduidudodan
# M (inactivated) \iuAdasdulddn(’)
Wl A.e. 1940, Abraham uar Chain 31
oo dd o .
swnnnussfanisfisdaldnndedd Escherishia
coli fiqusuididwdudpdfduiuasiaeyfime
¢ aa_a 'Y Voog < & o o
Wiufidafuld ngududodfinuituidniualuuinwes
“Penicillinase” @) daanludl a.a. 1965 Hrwamns
a J ! Lo B . . e
wadudpdfnofionite GiamznIsunts Enzymatic
Commission 158071 Beta-lactamase Fiqmanii@
“yandududfiillu “Penicillin amidoBeta-lactam
hydrolyse”(3)
Tugatagiu Ansesadnsunndiaigluann
1 € 1 o . a a
wdhhlsiaudsmannd plasmids Anruqunisnsa
Wuded wéh uleanus § plasmid w genetic

elements \&n q finfinaguan chromosome vasiAues,

finolienfu* Plasmid usordud gene Adsduaed
TWndadudod uldsfuius wis wéh-ulaeuus
My “hydrolyse”” “ring” vafjimstizianiud-
ufauay wnmodusnil¥gusudalunsiimeh-
Toaud s3finfidondt penicillinoic acid Wia di-
carboxylic acid WwdannTuifiswuuradlfiiui
i nalsafaualiuduosuaunalsudwmonioius
s oduiulidsdmuaniawén-uanius 1)

1. %iavea Hydrolysing enzymes” 'ﬁi‘l
woapsznual jinsium-udauay

Ttoaiu wuhdiudesiissumainme (hydro-
lyzing effect) Lmﬁumuqﬂémmﬂﬁ‘?’m:L‘Uéh-LLﬁﬂuG\u

o v

YnamIaiivan

ududn;
al

1.1 Acylases %38 amidases : 388w

dszian 31 wsstawdvsrfiesusadududediann
WYime. “acyl - side chain” voINEMINEN (-

uwfauauldivoied wdiwmwidudeifiduaaniniven

eianznudeu s danstenun Sududviedise
frlmbamclumdiensimeniuivasfiufidaiu
Ml q windu (Fig. 1)

1.2 Esterase : \Sududifiinas ““acetyl
group”’ vadwWlasUaiud ﬁﬂlﬂﬁﬁqn%“ﬁ‘\mﬂ
thisiuddandely ualumaasefiuthanial¥ “ester”
299 talampicillin*** ameilu active ampicillin wen
nnufiafidnnamedui idududediug daderas
ﬁm%témgnﬁmuu (mammalian) arfiaduidudndi
(Fig. 1)

1.3 Beta-lactamase : \fhuidududifinhls-
s s alEd Sudndtia: hydrolyze tRuilFatu

useirwwh lasiloud 1%ifluas stable penicillnate 3o

unstable cephalosporate mufdy §13fifatiulaid
sudRluamanhinaudasludn (Fig. 1)

Figure 1. Interaction of cephalosporins and
penicillins with hydrolyzing enzyma(s)

H
RCTN ‘ s S
. A I B
cephalosporins o 7T N / . 9
i CH,-0-C-CH,
COOH t
Esterase
Penicillin
acylase p-Lactamase
penicillins COOH
OQ__N 3\\
J A l B CH,
7L S
RN & CH,
O H
N.B.: A = beta-lactam ring.
B = thiazolidine ring.
R = side chain.

* . .
small extrachromosomal genetic elements.

*  degradative enzymes

*** inactive penicillin
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foudtl .. 1040 (udman Tgnzsenfumy
JaeInawviia \9u E. coli, Enterobacter spp.,
Pseudomonas aeruginosa Watulusuouualifa 1h-
Tnianddafiduiduded wih udemus fosduf
swnahmsgnivesfmeud ulauala(®s)

2. Wine 9 veudustnd neh udamni

mr$uunrievandudedfldnnaaivia
unsannuscunsuewiu Aldnnann Swmeil Sawai
Juvariievenud ulemius laold substrates*
Hundn uwssutioaniiu 3 vhadei®

(1) Typical cephalosporinases : Wangfiadu-
Fudfiganuinmedayfue wih ufauen filu
cephalosporin substrate

(2) Biphasic cephalosporinases : Wu1ds
Bududifiswnsn “hydrolyze” Uit msiiuiidadtu
waziswvhlasUesusd fAolisaut’® ““penicillinase” @7

(3) Specific penicillinase : foudududfgann
$uwize penicillin substrate profile imnfu

#2an Jack ust Richmond® d1uunvfia
vaaud ulaeiaue lasardundnédediu Sawai oan
\ilw 4 categories fiD ;

(1) Broad - spectrum enzyme : Lﬁwﬁ'uﬂ?;‘lﬁ
fanuduwe :
(2) Penicillinase : EuddAdumns dewuid siu

(3) Cephalosporinase : il 88 hydrolyze
WiuRdsduldthadntes

(4) Specific cephalosporinase : \Sududifn
anudumzaamvwhlastedud infu

Wil 1973 Sweeraurissfiavenduded Be-
ta-lactamase Waaauddn Teslfiudn udeuaumas
wfia I substrate profile lasuvsanléiflu 5 clases
PRY)

Class I inducible enzymes Afenuiume
doirvivhlantaiud : win (Sudedfi E. coli, En-
terobacter spp., Citrobacter spp., Proteus spp. '7;

§ indol positive, Pseudomonas spp. W8 Serratia

amshsigvenudy udnmom himauwmd 435

spp. Tusanan
] [
Class Il \dudviifieongnidariufidasuiiiu
fauann lunguitlfnandaeiunsususseius

Class I \fusvifisongnidaiuiidadu

€

wh q fusangns dowrwvihlasvatud : thlsiaud
folsn finuves q wowsdafidududofaf (Buded
il #e; TEM™ type 1 %o TEM type 2

Class 1V \Budodl Constitutive ﬁﬁﬂmﬂuﬂa

muad uandhannefiafingnudy usewuluadunis

n_

Blebseillar spp.

Class v \Sududifilaidte classes o9 9
fnsnwn ¢ F9ldun oxacillin-hydrolyzing enzymes
wiiad q 1iu OXAl, OXA-2, OXA-3 ust Pseu-
domonas-specific enzymes (PSE)

a1l Tudaguiifiansudududinailos
{¥vu1ava9 substrate profile Wde sequence homo-
logy**** fautadudedd Ju 3 1a(®9) de;

Class A Usznovudanidudvififionie ~
30,000 #ndu Hgniaadmiiuiasin lunduid #e
(Sudtd penicillinases AilénnmaiunIvwIn 1ou
Bacillus liefreniformis, Staphyloloccus aureus WY
WBudsll TEM type B-lactamasenntniairfiaunsusy
Lﬁwﬁ'nﬂunﬁiuﬁﬁﬂuﬂﬁtﬂu homologous enzymes
wmileu q fu

' Class B Wsznoudodudodfifiania ~
23,000 A8éU ‘i"aﬁauﬂﬁdaﬂﬁiauzL‘nwwﬂaﬁﬂa?ué
s Lz’)%*ﬁ’ﬂfl&'lé’MMﬂ Bacillus cereus type 11
B-lactamase vlﬁu‘i’m‘ﬂuna:ufvuﬂu metallo-thio enzymes

Class C w9 B - lactamase Afluwia ~
30,000 dadu sznlEhlundaiiudusedanluane
ng) vaessReunsuauiududedil Susudlunguil
Lifigun® homologous M class 19 q Answn

a o4 QA w
3. NaIsNM P -lactamase DONENEADAIM

“dfdwe . udauan

Tooa q W Uifwmewdh uleuen i
fdsdu unr wwvilasuedud (Fig. 1) whime

. famrdumezdwivriiavoadududfian hydrolyzed.

*  fdedududfinuafousnan E. coli 499 a.g. Temoniera

***  oxacillin

*#%* Corresponding in structure.
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wiaafvanhlsioudAhdedfimednmlaoyfime
vl (prevent) nIzuwms P -lactam ring 989
“transpeptization” FamizumnsRiianuddgluns
#4139 cross walls vashlniandiu nafiiiadud
famhinaudlinumsosgediniy awmdhluiwed
faluniniudalinansedude waste products 08N
Nnddn ﬁ'mmq&ﬂﬂsnuﬁxfm:amuéh (lysis) use
moly azfududigiialidhnaudsmein fo
B -lactam ring maeﬂfﬂ‘mxmfmaa
eReranfidnhIssudihe hlsisudaia

W SIS LaS eyaudhwnl iR

YnRmGIYIY

unsuwnsztududed wéh uleeuns sennmeuen
70U q dugad dmthinmdumusy ussusuualyud
ﬁmﬁuﬁnﬁaanmagﬂwﬁu periplasmic space ‘ilmgj
32Wi cytoplasmic membrane uszaluwaslungy
wisdt Ufjfmzardasfiuriunis porin channels
anlu periplasmic spaces Wtn uszidanldduam
vioy wmeklagadiluwanum (physis-chemical barrier)
afuin dwingizént mwsesjfucAdudnants
gainme (hydralyzed) dwdudod wdh udamiue
dw. (Fig. 2 uaz 3)

Figure 2. A tentative structure of the Gram-negative bacterial envelope.’®
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Figure 3. A tentative structure of the Gram-positive bacterial envelope.(®)
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s. dunnisinhTssudwandusud
udnmn

Ttegtu v luden unsafilsaud
wdmdudedf 8 2 ure fe;

4.1 Chromosomal origin* dumiafl
AWANMINEAIN chromosome ¥BIFIIsLaud
09* thissudrfiaunsusuunufmuedududoden
chromosomal origin

4.2 Extra chromosomal origin : a3
uwwﬂuivfnﬁmualmﬁ uscuauualsud & plasmids
4etﬂu small extra chromosomal genetic elements
Tuidudsd B -lactamase AfwutMiusfia oxacillin
(OXA-1, OXA-2, OXA-3) uscofin Pseudomonas
specific enzyme (PSE)

Plasmid \{ju DNA ﬁ'agiuan chromosome
usz S s s Toml Ik Fudidaeinmssie

amuhtgweand udamom hmaumd
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3% sex factor, BwndnUf8ms colicins uszud
nisfan1inda R-factor. Plasmid 213§ 1 geneﬁ'
Sadouffmzudn uleunufomRad wiewine
'ﬂuﬁléaﬂ'aﬂﬁ%mmmwﬂﬂmﬁ' -(multiple resistance)
Plasmid 38ufl sensitised udai3ond transposon
US gene fiswmademaann plasmid ¥89 donor
e recipient 1§ (jumping gene) wanymiu trans-
poson §1T0MEMeaN plasmid Wi Teslulwy
gt »

dwiuhznalnedu Flisigladnwadig
#ndsduonuerudffududuiiud uemus asen
wenwd e adudeidmounnd  domall wiae
wsuua liud madmaeding*+ Flddnmdounum
vaududed wéh ufemius 109 wouuslifln Bac-
teroides fragilis '?'l'unnmmgﬂ'w'[mﬁm%avmm%‘mr
maﬂwwmmaqmmmtﬁmu‘;‘ﬂﬁ' 4eee

Figure 4. Diagram showing the plan of study characteristics of isolated B. fragilis p-lactamase

from the cervical specimens.

Isolation and
~ identification B.
Jragilis from patients’
cervical specimens

1

Detection of p-le
from the isolated B. fragilis |

P-lactamase

1 1

1 1

Study types of Study intensive Study p-lactam- [Study the
p-lactamase by antibiogram (beta ase plasmid con- plasmid media-
iso-electric lactam drugs) of juated in-to - ted B. fragilis
focusing isolated E. coliK 12 J53 in E. coli K12 J53
method B. fragilis by alkaline
extraction

*  Chromosomally mediated genetic information.

** eancuwnsmsad iany dlumiingde.

*** Project : A study of isolated B. fragilis plasmid related - lactamase from the Infectious Gynecologic Patients. Fwnancial

support by Rajda-pisaksompoj Fund 1986.
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5. ANNAINYYBA penicillin binding pro-
tein (PBI) :

Iwsumedudm PBI Senud dgfigaiudiu
mepUffmsdudouay nenfetilid PBI gy dau
sasduluaduniddondwdu innzanuduiuse
Ut meflududnadundtites LiRsaelunies
Pundddonsn Tasawzathdalunguunsusuindsls
Uffmue B-lactams 3éfaahuzidn q (porin channel)
daluansenifmedansrrmldnneguis Sanlau
$u (binding) elsfudn A lXUGEmeFnsn loss
potency 'Wlasde ﬂtymﬁaﬁmsﬁnﬁo‘l’iﬁw

Forsal

Fouddl a.e. 1960 UfFuzionrilanyaiud
quzinwlindndaguusdliiwea® edalsfidondm
iniinmune LmzLﬂuﬁtymﬁmi’mﬁﬂ'in’?"i‘mu‘lﬁﬁan
(low socio - economic people) ﬂq;wlﬁlﬁﬁﬁtyﬁﬁam-
Toiudinsisndenilifann Tassuntody degrada-
tive enzyme e cephalosporinase Az
danmlastetud avundudaiszdntnmde
sathliaudnoesfia wifihnmsudu nmduwmvsh-

ymamainyam

Tamlatuddlnl q AdedldTsdvanuacligndantn
(controversial){'") asstudnfuiiuiidniun Aauan
nmmgnuififidssingamddethisiaudnmeia
athaidaassd (dramatic) Huduhmansoitlilse
disseminated gonococcal arthritis PMdaanldnelu
24 Haluy Boluninfu iuAdsdudoligndmime
(antagonized) Tmtﬁmﬁmmﬁmwmuﬁ wiildvue
gl toxicity daifladovesiome (eniinlunydl
fifhouRiiudaniu) Somel Vluddssudsding
Ujfmelu q W macrolites Wiaufimreravimng
g (2 gmdutsemelneifu dszmmluggme
Wi wlauauiuann nszsumandeldninimane
sl Tabideafludannnunnd azdu Uilsiaud
wfudediforiufidntuathed ¢ midauiuldstu
fu 1hlsiaudld plasmid 498 gene lwnmniugu
nndauszdy p-lactamase ¥ilkihlsiuddada
WiuAdedu Tywin1saouLy plasmid mediated -
lactamase i WuiecffemgAunnd desziinldon

M MIC e wih ufeuey uauiluledn (Table
l)(5.13)

Table 1 The MIC of up date-antibiotics to the isolated B. fragilis from the clinical samples 1985

MIC 50* MIC 90*

mcg/ml mcg/ml
Ampicillin 40 90 and over
Penicillin 90 and over
Piperacillin 20 60
Ticarcillin 50* 100
Cefoxitin 10
Moxolactam 12
Chloramphenicol 14
Clindamycin 6
Metronidazole 5

*MIC 50 and MIC 90 are MIC of 50% and 90% of 20 B. fragilis strains.

Data from Anaerobe Division of Dept. Med. Microbiology, Chulalongkorn Hosp. Med. School,

Bangkok. THAILAND.

avtu unufiezauddumufusiavivils-
siaudlni q Solfladluszozquinniu dnideads
@ dlild & .
wuanusuwlsndnmaneliilausudd du anti

bacterial-producing- -lactamase. wila91uSafians-
] . P

wi* Afunalkudezdusz lomllunaduiagnives

\Buded B -lactamase §13UURD clavulanic acid use

* promising substance
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sulbactamt'®'®) gramariidsugriniu “suicide

inactivators” @o\8udbd B -lactamase lwitagiudl
midsnwmiusntuiuidstunIawantldadu

=n

ffseziiudffme “out date” afuliszinSmw
P
i

ho}

ots luuwunn didnmnlindadefijuussfids
winlgunaaalsalinuius wwnédFnwianliffue
we uleuay waredmuandw aminoglycosides.
mﬂhé’ma‘a"i‘wﬁo 2 whaanmiuiuil Hmemuses
Widwihthlsauddensdawd ufouen $ use
n1an Az “‘cross-resistance” doaedmandn ami-
noglycosides 8ném a:ﬁumsu?msmﬁmqﬁw'[m
Mrufumufilénsaant uwndmsszianiine “cross
resistance” ¢ ('®)

YUUSNAIRAI19138 Louis Pasteur @nsn
V1IN 1 AMITIMUEI “Human-life is impossible
in the absence of bacteria” @snnsnatiFaduany
Hoagounntull nande yaundilu Taniludend
tsrloml (useful benefit) damnnamuind uddundd
imshiazuaLws (carrier) uazneiiudinelindnige
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frauusadwme ausdni@ia  Jiunidfneliaiderede
dsdagiwdeniuegioalulanussanulafuyuily
pdmaatwiluensimpinin andwfasninunaed
aniswmheduIadniu asdulildmirue Gawufy
amavamndula Sadadumufluclng q-3u ih-
¢o X £ waa a :
Isiauddsqamunntiulaifitusuiu

aql

wih udannus Hwduded A dilsaud
fauelsud uszuauualsud Jusanuuiariimemn
Ugtmedszan win-ueuen azdu Uilsaudas
dudedideus: “40” douffmeiziamud-ufauay
%o"lﬁu.n'ﬂﬁ%au:mﬁmﬁuﬁﬁa‘éuuaxL'nwwﬂaaﬂa%ué
luunenwil efunsfansdsmnmsyfimcdanin
mrduunsfevendudedd thinauddududoidenn
s mlavasdiadunid Sanddeddadislunmiie
ﬁomﬂ:ﬁﬂ;‘j‘i"zuzna:m""s%uuﬂ‘ﬁ'lmi 9 \§UD ARBAIU
aﬁmuﬁemsﬁmmmﬁuﬁaqwﬁ‘maatﬁwﬁ'u{lﬁé’w.
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