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Abstract

The objectives of this study are twofold: to investigate the music contents and to
identify the way for the transmission of the Tah Poh folk songs at Ban Tah Poh, Nongkhayang
District, Utai Thani Province. The research method used is a case study: recorded singing
of skillful singers, called Pawh Pleng Mae Pleng, and analyzed music contents of all notated
song; and interviewed Pawh Pleng Mae Pleng, Ban Tah Poh people, and those people
involved in the transmission process and analyzed the data. Two research instruments were
used: the Song Analysis Form, developed from Kodaly's principles, and two Interviewing
Forms developed from general concepts and practices of transmission. Going to Ban Tah
Poh and the province twice to collect data and interview persons involved in the process,

data collected were then descriptively presented.

The results show that the 55 folk songs being analyzed have the general
characteristics of typical Thai songs, i.e., 38 of 55 are in the pentatonic scale which having
do, la, mi, re, and sol as the tonic. Other scales found are hexatonic, tetratonic, hexachord,
and mixolydian. For tone setting, 27 songs are plagal, 27 songs are authentic and one is
tonus mixtus. All songs are duple meter. The widest range is the eleventh. Intervals often
found in the songs are the major second and third. The final cadence most found is the
major second and the minor third. Form, most found, is binary (AB). 37 songs are
anacrusis. The other 18 begin at the first beat, i.e., cresis. Melodic rhythms, most found,
areﬁ and J_.I . 46 songs are the pleng ramwong. Other 9 songs are sung and played
for certain festivals during the year. Typical characteristics of some numbers are the

dance songs in which the movements are interpreted from the lyrics.

For transmission, Pawh Pleng Mae Pleng want to teach anyone interested to

learn, but today less people intend to learn because of the Westernization of society.
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For listening, Ban Tah Poh and the provincial people are still fond of the folk songs.
Two levels of transmission include local and national. The role of transmission directly
concerns Ban Tah Poh People by teaching the folk songs in school. At the district and
provincial levels, the role of transmission should be expanded. On the national level, the
government should make the Tah Poh folk songs known among Thai people and
supporting a systematic transmission process. In doing all of these, the Tah Poh folk songs,
an invaluable Thai artistic identity created by local intellects, will be preserved while the

Pawh Pleng Mae Pleng are still able to teach.
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