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Sangkhavasi K, Chareonvidhya D, Phaosavasdi S, Chai-anongsuk R. Ultrasound diagnosis
of intrauterine fetal death. Chula Med J 1987 Nov; 31 (11): 889-894

From 1982 to 1986, 49, 913 gravidas attended to antenatal clinic at Chulalongkorn
Hospital. There were 20,278 cases under going ultrasound diagnosis, of whom fetal death
was diagnosed in 1,444 (1,192 from abortion, and 252 being stillbirth). This study confirms
that ultrasound assessment of fetal status is useful in the prediction of intrauterine fetal
death. Ultrasound examination is sensitive, specific and easily applicable. The accessibility
makes it the most important tool in confirming the diagnosis of fetal death.

Reprint requests : Sangkhavasi K, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Faculty
of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
Received for publication. 1 September 1987.
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Table 1 Patients attended at Division of Diagnostic Ultrasound, Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, Chulalongkorn Hospital
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AC Ob Patients Gynae Patients Work loaded per* day
1982 2,827 620 9.4
1983 4,178 872 13.8
1984 4,443 986 14.8
1985 4,546 1,229 15.8
1986 4,284 1,697 16.4
Total 20,278 5,404 14.1

* there were 365 working days per year.

Table 2 Ob patients with fetal death were diagnosed by Ultrasonography.

Fetal death

AC Total Ob patients
Early & Late
Intermediate

1982 2,827 180 42
1983 4,178 210 54
1984 4,443 254 79
1985 4,546 281 36
1986 4,284 267 41
Total 20,278 1,192 252

Table 3 Comparison of abortion and stillbirth by diagnostic ultrasonogram.

Figure 1 Anembryonic gestation (Empty sac) with irregular and incomplete ring.

: P Abortion :
AC Abortion Stillbirth Stillbirth
1982 180 42 43 : 1
1983 210 54 39:1
1984 254 79 3.2 n 1
1985 281 36 7.8 :1
1986 267 41 6.5 ¢ 1
Total 1,192 252 4.7 : 1
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Figure 2 Fetal death with collapsed skull.
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