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Shuangshoti S. Transthyretin : review of the literature. Chula Med J 1988 Aug; 33(9):
637-642

Transthyretin is formerly called prealbumin. It is a protein found in both plasma and
cerebrospina fluid (CSF). The plasma transthyretin is synthesized first by the yolk sac but when this
production is decreased, it is increased in the fetal liver. The CSF transthyretin is produced by the
epithelial cells of the choroid plexus which begins as early as the first development of the choroidal
primordium. The main function of the transthyretin is to transport the thyroid hormone and retinol
(vitamin A) to various tissues of the body including the central nervous system (CNS). Since the
choroidal epithelium is the main site of production of transthyretin in the CNS, this protein is used
as the specific marker for the immunohistochemical localization of the both normal and pathologic
choroidal epithelia.

Reprint request : Shuangshoti S, Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.
Received for publication. May 24, 1989.
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