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Tangsittichok L, Punawakul S. Acute upper gastrointestinal hemorrhage in Pichit Hospital.
Chula Med J 1989 Nov;33(11): 833-838

Of the 308 cases of upper gastrointestinal hemorrhage studied retrospectively from
January 1986 - December 1988, 222 were male and 86 female (2.6:1), with average ages of 51.4
years, 48.7 years in males and 53.4 years in females.

Farming and labouring were the most common occupations, accounting for more than
half of the patients studied. The majority of patients came in during August, September,
December, and January which coincided with the periods of rice growing and harvesting.

Of the 229 cases (74.4%) examined by endoscopy,known cause of upper gastrointestinal
bleeding was identified in 86.8% The major causes of bleeding were peptic ulcer 45%, acute
mucosal lesion 37.9% and varices 2.2%, accounting for the low rate of surgery and mortality
(3.6% and 1.6% respectively) in this series.

Reprint request: Tangsittichok L, Department of Medicine, Department Pichit Hospital.
Received for publication. June 12, 1989.
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FIGURE 1. AGE DISTRIBUTION IN 1986-1988.
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TABLE 1. OCCUPTION DISTRIBUTION.

OCCUPATION NUMBER (N=308) PERCENTAGE
FARMER 165 53.6
WORKER 57 18.5
HOUSE WISE ‘ 27 8.8
SUPPORTED 29 9.4
BUSINESS 10 3.2
MONK 15 4.9
CHILDREN 3 1.0
GOVERNMENT SERVICE 2 0.6

TOTAL 308 100%
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FIGURE 2. NO. OF PATIENTS PER MONTH IN 1986-1988.
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TABLE 2. AGE AND SEX OF PATIENTS STUDIED BY GASTROSCOPE.
SEX
MALE FEMALE TOTAL

NO. OF PATIENTS 166 63 229
MEAN AGE (YEAR) 49.5%15.9 55.2%14.8 52.1%159
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TABLE 3. RESULTS OF GASTROSCOPE FINDING.

DISEASE NUMBER(N =229) PERCENTAGE
AGUTE MUCOSAL LESION 87 37.9
GASTRIC ULCER 59 25.8
DUODENAL ULCER 44 19.2
ESOPHAGEAL VARICES 5 2.2
CA ESOPHAGUS 0.4
CA STOMACH 1.3
UNKNOWN 30 13.2
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