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Niruthisard S. Pulse oximetry. Chula Med J 1990 Feb; 34 (2) : 103-111

Pulse oximetry has been recommended as a continuous, noninvasive monitoring in patients
at risk of hypoxemia, by providing estimation of arterial oxygen saturation. The pulse oximeter
is based upon two physical principles. First, the light abosrbance of oxyhemoglobin is different
from that of reduced hemoglobin at the two wavelengths of light used. Second, the absorbances
at both wavelenths have a pulsatile (AC) component, which is mostly the result of the fluctuating
volume of arterial blood between the source and the detector. Although using pulse oximeter as a
monitor has several advantages, the limitations of this device in some clinical settings should
always be considered.

Reprint request : Niruthisard S, Department of Anesthesiology, Faculty of Medicine,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.
Received for publication. June 2, 1989.
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FIGURE 2. Schematically illustration of the light absorption through living tissue.@

MIVOLFIANTNITVINREALRAALAIEN §
o vl n' A 1 1 9/ =
rldtinadnaesssuenmanuasdugwlimagady

ﬂ' z Qr . .
URARNTUGIFNMT (19) 130edia pulse oximeter @379
Qr ] = = . 1
WUANIYATUUTIANNTNYT (pulsatile absorbance) 1
A ] A a A A
Thwlaauadlagldanupniaduuss 2 vHa A N 660
W lwuns (ARUUEIFUAT) Uez 940 W TWAAT (ARULRY
Inddunssa) swsuasramanuiduiuves OHB
(Cp) uszaududuuas RHb (C,) srazusniniasile
! = i A b dl
mmmiqwuumlumu AC NULARZANNENINAULT
v s ° AI d' > 1 s‘l‘
udrnanmImbmaIasaulysunsunldlmsanitan
) A . 4' ¥ - A A' Z
§m DC favsrtudelhlamigaTuussfiiuiiuau
A Iz Q

IWaT (pulse-added absorbance) 4 dAuruaINAN

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

SpO, (%)

0 i 1 [l 1 i [

13 o - J A : L Q 1
YSIURITINUARINUAR 1O AR TR IT AT I
i A‘ x Qo
R) mmms@‘ﬂs‘iuumﬁl.wwumu%wm GIRUMT (4)

R @)

ﬁgﬁﬁﬂLD_CﬁﬁQ
Cos0 /DCo4g

Qe 1} A o .

fasu (R) Nlevnanadrauilu pulse oximeter

" . A QA o A A. Q'
calibration curve G NUFUAUTAUANNBNGIvRI08N-
o Qe 1 g [} 1 A ] Gt
Fiau luBoauasds fig. 3 Aliagszning 0.4 Fariiy
a e ' ¢ 2 P a e ¢

ANV 100 tasiaué D4 3.4 NaNBNaD o 1e3-

x 1 A A U ﬂ. Qs o
Wue Wa R wnuwilsazfisnanududiveseandiau
tysanm 85 Lasioud

1 1

S RS U T SR |

0406081.01214161.

R = ACgg0/DCeg0

820222426283.03.234 ACg4y/DCoqq

FIGURE 3. A typical pulse oximeter calibration curve. (SpO, = pulse oximetry saturation).®



4y o o 4
i 34 ;ium 2
Y4
NUMWUE 2533

. o 4
N1508NUUVHASYDINAVEINITAI 1NN

4 (3
4O pulse oximeter
PANMIVOINM IATIVIANNNDNAIVEIDONTLIU

-3 s 1 1 R4 1

ludaauasnndnataaudsie doudreaseluasean ud
° [ A: 3 [ 4 ﬁ. - e

mMInemanmMIinyssds finsesilaldlunendiin
o & A ) ;
failTywimesdsens dsdeluil

3 3
1. probe 139 sensor
dl ) . v
probe UaLAT88 pulse oximeter ABIFINTD
[} L - A A
TunssnufiausafionueIniuugnudaInts inma
v e ¥ ¥ o a .
wanmana luladfimsdunulaloaduiifieuss (tight-
- . a A ﬂ' 3 d
emitting diodes (LEDs)) #Faflu§alssdw§nluwaiin
Yz 0.01 AT IHIMALABINIINAIIWLNE
& A o ° ¥ Y o A 4 \
wWndase s sovinewle dunuiioussdatludu
o - v a o )
299 probe BAFHAIALNY § NUAIDIANLI 2-3 18U @D
ﬁ'mﬁmuqulum?ao oximeter }@laadunuiaussln
. LN 1 0 a al 1 al
pulse oximeter probe lWlTunsinuReussFmdouad
o P
20U19VBINIUAATHIAIMEIMALANN  JaflIna1ITes
aNgMafuLIIn lalaasiaduanuiananatuusl
z 8 = Qe 1 :
m?aaﬁauu%mmnN:Namqmﬁmnu ANMULANANIT

fadszunm 15 wnlwwas an fig. 1 audiuing

Photodiode current

TS

mianviannuduilvseandauluidoanas
nnenasanalay

107

=\ AI A A' o
M 318aUANINAYBINWEINAULN 1283 LED v
v ) . . . P a v oA
IWen extinction coefficient 1auliuaziadafianaa
lumsdasanududivessandian  lasawizsmiy
1 v
ussFuauilada RHb guinardumsasldsunsalalas
ApuRIAs FMLgUMIINUBeunTalia pulse oximeter
Q- A 4
'lﬁ’s_lau7uqﬂmnma'uaamwm’mﬁuuaoﬁumua:um
durrsennlaleadurinfausman g g0 vl
wIsvasunnusuudladuasnmaludennusninin
A 1 Qe
URINULANANULY
Qe A A 1} 1
#A32930 (detector) WRINFOIHIUDBNNITE
. ° oo o
probe 1¥lWlalalea (photodiode) vindud@alow &4
Fruradnussiun  ud LR TR NARULRILAasTRa
A ¥ o 8 ¥ o - P-] ) A
pannnule aciulaloadunuiiausy Ssusaiuas
¥ 13 °
uazussBuNINTaaRLTUwTaunsliTImya lvms
asdupaslnlalalea Juwldew fig. 4 vrandes
s :A x 1~ ol Adzl ¥
FWTONIINTUIATHD 480 ATIADIWT FTRT L
TymimITunmunnussau 9 mouanthy (o usd
¥
pfaduazusdnnivgasinda  agrelsfAauuiense
s ldneadiindslszrulgwisuniuanues
d
muuan(+®) Feswrrnuiluliiauaslaun1siy probe
[ P ] (6)
MRITAVURY

FIGURE 4. Output of the photodetector.

v

Time

(A = Red on time, B = Infrared on time,

C = Light—emitting diode off time, D = Offset due to ambient light level)®



R a N 4
108 andl Niedenmd

2. YymimssunIuveId I

FITUMUVBIFYYIUNIN 3 UnSIIng Ao
WF9INAEUBN, perfusion aminlwleFyam AC/DC
o A . 4 a ¥ a o
a1 uszmsiafenlna (motion) FalwalMiAedygm
AC/DC gaand maumlymiusasumuinnieuen
1ensuslude 1 dmsuTywimslisygim Ac/DC
ﬂ. a: s s 4 - Qs
@MU @I pulse oximeter 189UNEN YN
A r 1 AI & [ =
nlaTunlsznmumaruiudvessandian  fuiaie

L Q 1 z °I Qs ¢ 1 Q. ﬂl
#9391 TUAN U ITNTIRINT IR ININ Y YIAURLR
JUNIU (signal-to-noise ratio) HRAIAININTAIIRIU
A [ X [} Qs Qe z
Admuaaissasldarsiufygrain nmIfine
nndfinlunsdiaes perfusion a7 wudn Araaw
dudasseandiaun ldorsarnianuiduwaenms
nnFesnsandusyanalalld dniwdeldifamugndas

1 o ) 1 AI Qs - 3:
wiugnvasmsduaanududivaveendianluumiu
fasrmIauvesialanuaadan pulse oximeter A77
" s - 4 - o P . 1
WiiuINLAI89n329RANRI AN monitor By
d‘ Qv LA ° ¥ a ar
maadaulnidvssfhevi lifedygam
- -~ ﬂl i L Qe A
AC/DC geRaund ufesumunindauniga
a & A & .
farwwenenauiladgymiiles wiaslie pulse oximeter

d o d o ' ' - .
anafudygrunialdlundazsiaiawils 9 (signal

. . A a Aa X « ¥
averaging time) (NanaNaInFITUNIUALAadwIuaT
A3717 UANTNA IR TABLAUES (response time) 189
w3 nTilasuulasuesanududliveseandiaulu
- ¥ Vv = | 9 [] °
\Weauastiasluihauszanalinadanrugndasuaiugn
28009

S j’ o ~ A ~

3. 3lulnatiuyiiney @ uaza
. o a v & A A A
pulse oximeter fiiluTayiuiiluiaiosien
21FUANYNIVAIARULT ALY 2 TR FIMTUNIIAT

v
@ OHb uaz RHb iy 974 Met Hb %38 COHB
agjmn%:ﬁfllﬁlﬁﬂmwﬁﬂwm@lunwéwumaam?m
lunsdiues COHb @3 fig.] ATIIAAULEIBUNIUTR
= U/ 4' [l d' ) =
:Qﬂmwttaauaﬂuﬁnlwm:ﬂmmauuamuma:g\lmu
ug<'léwe 9 U OHb Barker uszwin('?) Fnwwaves
COHb AarAINNBNAITDI08 NTLIUNB NI ALATEY
(pulse oximeter saturation) lutgﬁm WUIATaI8U
1 Qs 2:
COHb Feuszanmw 90 wosifuduas OHb daviulu
NIBNG COHb luiRaauInANNBNAI VDD NTIIUN
a'mmmﬂ%‘aoﬁd’lgondﬁmmﬁuﬁmmaan‘iwu’lwﬁaﬂ
a a
UAINUNITI

<
PMNAINTUOBAT

MU Met Hb 90 fig.l mfuindeny
-2 v a o a
mmin'lumsgwmmalnal,ﬂmnu RHb 9 660 w1 lu-
A 1} ) )
LAY lummzﬂmmsn@lwﬁmmamnmw%’[u‘inauuma
4 o d 1 2 .(13,14)
BU 9 N 940 W lwuas NnTwUMIANAS 14 Wy
ilszduves Met Hb g4 9 A2 wdudve0andia
A 1 $ 1 °. 1 .y 4 AI Qs -
fouwannnIasiaaninunfllasnubudvaseendian
TwfRaauasunnnin 85% uwazANNBNGIVBI88NTIIU
A 3 8 1 13 3 A Al Qs -
‘nmumnm?aoﬁmgomﬁﬂnmﬁamwaummaoaan‘n-
= A4 1
uluideauastiaanii 85%
o a 1 ) o r-]
lunsdidingeny 1 hauwIndinsdl  fetal
) 4 ) i
hemoglobin (HbF) F9il 2 a-chains U8z 2 f-chains
Lmn@hamné‘lmjﬁﬁ 2 a-chains W82 2 B-chains uei
¥ -y 1
NaTDENNNGD extinction curve @dnulunsadinlaud
NRABNII8RAIAMNENGI VD00 NFLAUIIN  pulse
oximeter('®) wifnnmasasluieslfii@msnudn HbF
o 1 ﬂl Qs s A (3
s Wananududvasaandaui lanaly'e)
MIaafT naaFaea Inadan1Iauaves
pulse oximeter 1@8WL71 methylene blue Anal¥a1AI
Al Qs o A 1 4 [}
DU I8 NTLIUNETUITNLAT DIAARIDENININUY 1-2
Ui indocyanine green WAz fluorescein Midifana
QA 1 1} 1 A . .
ASNE LA LAY methylene blue luume? indigo-
. o ] a e a a 4
carmine NN AANANNBNGITDIDENTLIUNSUIINIATES

¥ (1.
aandaEnaomin(1718)

o . 191 aa
MIU1 pulse oximeter NI BFNWNAAUD
naunazun pulse oximeter W lTnenditn
Yelderman uaz New('®) fnwiarugndewuaziatie
¥ A & A ° Ava o ad -
‘1mlaammwau‘[mmluﬂmganm@uqmmwumxm
| P - °
ymewalagunanasaMantesendiauan  Wisy-
1 A. Qs - A 1 4
Wisuaavdudiveseandiaunduanniaias  gold
standard”” 1@a1n multiwavelength co-oximeter lawld
a ] P-) . .
MaLNRAALAY WAaUad correlation coefficient (0.98)
. . av o [y ve 1A
uae linear regression w"l@mnmayjauam’lmﬂmmmw
Qné’amaiuz‘i'uﬁﬂawa‘lw&wmwﬁué’wmaane‘fuw 60-
1 1
90% NaAnwn3ld pulse oximeter @ANMILWAN
wazgingludasmda(®22)  uazmaquagilnaims
wiin(:2429) glusyuanagndssududmendiinuas
Usslowinlasu
atnalsfieunsld pulse oximeter LuinTas
monitor AaITTANIENEIN MITAANNANGIUBIENT-
-} 1 1 A Qs
wuwlwdoauas luldemsifouudasvesnnuausas



Mminnviannudumvoeondioulasnunl
2533 nnFnesanalme

109

pandianluiioauas (arterial oxygen tension) ey, anududliveteandiauaaaRalndaIasdlefiswnsn

duvaseandiaubmiaouasnnnnidt 100 Jafwasdsen  aveduldetrisiasuauudn  wanwafiold dedus:

@UENYIMETEY hemoglobin - oxygen dissociation curve dadnnavesmIlF pulse oximeter ﬁ?‘ﬂuamlu Table 1
A . . ] s A = s ° Q@
Fallugy sigmoid udiiialifimwiiiennuduues  usz 2 musdL

pandianlwioauaiainin 65 asdwavUsanuas

Table 1 Advantages of pulse oximetry

Noninvasive

Continuous real - time information

No calibration

No skin heating

May be left in place for many hours

Rapid response time (5 - 7 seconds)

Minimal saturation error (1 - 2%) over the range of 60% to 90% saturation
Unaffected by skin pigmentation

® NN A BN =

Table 2 Limitations of pulse oximetry

1. Loss of adequate pulsations

Significant hypothermia

Significant hypotension (i.e., mean arterial pressure less than 50 mmHg)
Infusion of vasoconstrictive drugs (e.g., norepinephrine)

Direct arterial compression

. Excessive airway pressure (over 45 cm. H;O)

Inadequate hemoglobin (e.g., anemia, hemodilution)

Intravascular dyes (e.g., methylene blue, indocyanine green)

Extraneous movement (e.g., shivering, exercise)

Pulsating venous blood (tricuspid regurgitation, cor pulmonale, or hepatic congestion)
Dysfunctional hemoglobins

a. Carboxyhemoglobin

b. Methemoglobin

7. Overestimation of SaO, below 65% saturation
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