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Chongthaleong A. Bacteriological control of sterilizing equipment. Chula Med J 1990 Nov; 34(11)
: 829-833

It is essential that all sterilizing equipment (autoclave, gas and oven sterilizers) be operated
correctly, maintained in good working order, and checked regularly at monthly intervals for bacterio- .
logical safety.

Results of a bacteriological test reflect only the particular conditions existing in'the sterilizer
at the time the test was made. The accuracy depends on the careful standardization of all techniques
involved by constant supervision of and attention to every necessary detial. Indicators that change
in color at sterilizing temperatures are required for every run. These materials ensure that a given
load has been exposed to the desired temperature but they do not indicate the total time of the exposure.

Monthly bacteriological controls should be used to check each factor involved in sterilization,
that the method of packing or wrapping individual items, method of loading items together in the
sterilizer, the time and temperature used for load and the mechanical efficiency of the sterilizer. When
properly performed ‘bacteriological testing provides information of these factors.

Reprint request : Chongthaleong A, Department of Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.
Received for publication.  September 10, 1990.
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