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The adoptive process can produce unusual stresses in the
child, the biologic and the adoptive parents, prenatally and
postnatally, through the various phases of physical and psycho-
logical developments. Because of the possibility of these children and
their families falling into the “at risk category with greater potential
for psychological and social problems, the pediatrician, practitioner,
psychiatrist are of primary importance in the diagnosis and
counselling. These doctors can give advice regarding developmental
milestones and help the adoptive parents to appreciate their conscious
and unconscious attitudes so as to enhance attachment behaviors.
They can give help and advice when and if the adoptee decides to
search for his biologic parents, and on the timing of telling about

the adoption.
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