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Phulklongtan M, Jaroongdaechakul M. The risk of changing answer
in the multiple-choice test with five options. Chula Med J 1984
Apr; 28 (4) :875-383

An analysis was made on the comprehensive examination
candidate’s answer sheets of sixth year medical students in
academic year 1982-1983, which composed of 500 multiple
choice question with 5 options per item. The aim of this study
is to find out any correlation between the obtainec_ scores rewarded
and the number of relocations made on the answer sheets in each
individual case, as well as between the obtain scores and the
number of times when either a rewarding or an unrewarding
relocation was made. The 102 answer sheets were divided into
2 equal groups of 51 each, the first pertaining to the above-
than-median performers and the second to the below-than-median
candidates. On average, the total numbers of relocation attempts
in both groups were not difference. The majority of candidates
who were inclined to change their answer choices were in general
the average performers. In the above-median group, the relocation
attempts were likely to strike the correct answer in over 50% of
the times, whereas in the below-median group, the reverse was
the case. On the other hand, the chance of switching from the
correct choice to an incorrect one was low in below-median group.
The study results indicate that well-designed MCQ are_likely to
minimise guessing on the part of the poorly informed candidates,
as the chance of striking the correct answer following relocation
attempts appear to depend on the individual’s knowledge as well
as ability to exercise an appropriate rationalisation with respect
to each problem in question.
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