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Thailand and the World Court.

Dr. Kramol Tongdbammachart

The author traces the history of Thailand’s relation with the World
Court. He finds that Thailand as a small and peace—loving country
is more than willing to accept pacific settlement of international
disputce. When the Permanent Court of International Justice was
established, Thailand agrecd to accept its compulsory jurisdiction
ir 1930 for a period of ten years. That is to say, Thailand agrees
that should any legal disputes concerning the four cases enumerated
in Article 36 (2) of the statute arise between Thailand and other
states accepling the same obligation, the Court has the jurisdiction to
try and decide the case brought before it. In 1940, Thailand renewed
its decluration of acceptance for another ten years and in 1950 it
renewed this declaration for ten more years.

[z laments that the Thai declaration of acceptance, unlike the
Amcrican declaration, gives the Court too broad jurisdiction to infringe
upon Thai sovereignty. The example of the Court’s infringement upon
Thai sovereignty was its decision to try the case of the Temple of
Phra Viharn which is under Thai sovereignty.

The auther disagrees with the Court’s decision recognizing Cam.

bodian sovereignty over the Temple of Phra Viharn. He argues that
the Court bases its decision on the French—concocted map attached to

the Franco-Thai Treaty of 1940 and on the obsolete principle of
international law, i. e. acquiescence causing the loss of right to protest
the validity of a treaty, which most Asian, Affrican and Latin Ameri-
can nations have not recognized. He then shows that these nations
lack confidence in the Court and refuses to accept its compulsory
jurisdiction because the Court has to function under old European
international law, The author believes that had Thailand in 1950
rephrased its declaration of acceptance after the United States
declaration excluding from the Court jurisdiction matters of domestic
jurisdiction as understood by Thailand, the Thai people might bave
not lost face in the case of the Temple of Phra Viharn.
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