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Law for the Organization of Courts of Justice

_Sathit Lengthaisong

It has been recognized throughout the history of Thailand that the
King was the omnipotent body in whom the supreme authority was
entrusted and from whom the final decision on any dispute or
conflict between or among his subjects in the kingdom was granted.
During the Ayuthya period the system of four administrative bodies
was introduced. It comprised four distinguished departinents, namely,
the Department of Interior, the Department of Palace, the Depart.
ment of Finance and the Department of Farm. Each of them

_maintained its own judicial organ. The practice initiated in this

era, immensely affected the later development since numerous
courts were found in almost every governmental establishment. It
was until BE 2434 that the first Ministry of justice finally
came into being. Its existence was aimed at bringing all
courts, then scattered in various hierarchical units, under its
jurisdiction. This initial improvement was not adequate when
compared to the problems prevailing at that time. Morever, the
lack of judicial system cost Thailand dearly. Particularly, extra-
territorial privilege had to be conceded to all western countries
whose pretext was solely based on our judiciul handicap and
whose threats to use force was imminent should their demands be
et with an adverse response. The situation necessitated a timely
acquisition of Substantive Law, Law of Procedure and Law
for the Organization of Courts of Justice. It took this country
forty-eight years to perfect its judiciary. Finally, the painstaking
task being finished, Thailand regained its judicial independence
in B.E. 2482. Since then the judicial system has mnot only
won international recognition but has also been successfully
accommodated in the life of the Thai people. The term “court”
being used in this article is confined only to those coming under
the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Justice and the Law for the
Organization of Court of Justice. Martial and Prize Courts are
not included.

S,



INTRODUCTION

The French veto of the British membership of the European Economic
Community has aroused a great deal o[ interest in the Community itself. It is,
therefore, important that the operation of the ‘Common Market’ should be understood.
The following article is designed to achieve this purpose.

During the first week of November 1962, the Department of Foreign Ser-
vice and Diplomacy, Faculty of Political Science had organised an international
seminar on the European Common Market. Scveral papers were presented for dis-
cussion and participants included representatives from the Common Market coun-
tries, the United Kingdom, the United States, interested organisations in Thailand
as well as profescors and lecturers from Thammasart and Chulalongkorn Universities,
It is hoped to publish the full account of this seminar in due course.

The following article is taken from one of the papers presented at the seminar.
Dr. Hans Christian Lankes, who presented this paper for discussion, served for
three years in the Commission of the European Economic Community at Brussels,
He is, at present, Counsellor of the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Dr. Somsakdi Xuto
Chairman, Organising Committee of
the Seminar on ‘The Common Market’
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