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Poovorawan Y, Chumchue P, Sensirivatana R, Posakrisana P. The
study of maternal belief in the causes of infantile diarrhea. Chula
Med J 1982 Sep; 26 (5): 353-360

To determine the mothers’ belief in the causes of infantile
diarrhea, the study was undertaken on the mothers who attended
well baby clinic, Chulalongkorn Hospital, and author sprivate

clinic from November ISt, 1981 to January 31%, 1982. Ninety
~six mothers who had infants aged 5-7 months were interviewed.
The age group of the mothers varied from 17-41 years. (peak:
20-29 years) About 63 % of the mothers reported diarrheal
disease in their children. There were varieties of beliefs concerning
causes of infantile diarrhea such as:- developmental changes
(positional changes), teeth eruption. hygiennic care, milk allergy,
food taken by mothers, climates, immunization and jaundice in
infants. It was found that the belief that positional changes
causing infantile diarrhea was not statistically significant
related to mothers’ levels of education. However the belief that
improper technique in preparing formula causing infantile
diarrhea seemed to be found more among mothers with vocational
and higher education than those with secondary and lower
education. The analysis of data revealed that this difference
was statistically significant at the .05 level.
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