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Rapid diagnostic methods for H. influenza, Pneumococcal and
Meningococcal meningitis*

Mai Ratanavararaksa M. Se. **
Pongpan Nanthapisutha M. Sc. **
Dilok Yenbutra M.D. **

Two rapid diagnostic methods for detection of H. influenza S. pneumoniae and N.
meningitidis in the cerebrospinal fluid of patients with clinically diagnosed meningitis
were compared. The two methods were counterimmunoelectrophoresis (CIE) and latex
agglutination (LA) which took S0 minuites and & minuites respectively for each test.
From 115 specimens tested by CIE, cight were positive and ninety-four were negative,
the result corresponded very well with those of the culture. The other fourteen did not
correspond. LA. tests gave 23 positive, 175 negative and 9 false positive out of 207
specimens. The result of CIE was specific.  Its sensitivity was dependent upon the potency
of the immune serum. The sensitivity of LLA was higher but the specificity was lower
than those of CIE.

*Supported by the China Medical Board Research Grant 1977.
**Department of Microbiclogy, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University
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