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Fig.1 Cranio facial desciption comparing between dental students and ordinary people. Fig. 1.1 and 1.2 show the

pointed positions. Fig. 1.3 and 1.4 show the shaded and their outlined.
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Description of cranio-facial structures
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Abstract

Objective The study was to compare the cranio-facial description by dental students and ordinary
people.

Materials and methods 70 senior dental students and 82 bachelors graduated in the fields without gross
anatomy in the curriculum participated in this study. By using test figures, the cranio-facial structures
were described under four activities: 1. draw a line to the right position, 2. name a pointed organ or
area, 3. shade a pointed organ or area, and 4. (dental students only) answer anatomical terms.
Results The two groups presented agreement in the area of the base of the ear, cheek, temple, earlobe,
forehead, front of the ear, behind the ear, area between eye brows, zygomatic bone and the molars.
However, they were distinct in pointing and shading areas of temporomandibular joint (TMJ), jaw,
and chin angle, concurrently with calling the roll different (p <0.001) in the areas of angle of mandible,
tragus of the ear, and 13 mm. in front of the ear. By the way, most dental students answered anatomical
terms correctly (90.1%).

Conclusion The dental students and the group of ordinary people described cranio-facial structures
similarly in the areas seen and/or known by common terms, but they were different in those required
anatomical knowledge, i.e. TMJ, parts of the jaw. Therefore, dentists should be cautious in com-
municating with patients concerning illnesses in these areas.

(CU Dent J 2000;23:91-9)

Key words: cranio-facial description; patient-doctor communication; temporomandibular joint
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