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Letter from the Editor

Dear Reader,

The Journal of Social Scicnces is now in its twelfth year 05; existence,
Although quality - wise it remains one of the few surviog scholarly publicatioas
of its kind in Thailand, thanks Lo the ability and dedication of its pust editors
and editiorial staffs, it is aleo a fact the Journal continues Lo face cerlain
familiar difficulties, notably the availability of qualified articles and adequate

financing, as well as an eslablished image,

The essence of a publication such as the Journal is of course the avail-
ability of well-rcsearched, well-written, as well as iateresting, articles, Sincc
the “liberalization”” of words and thoughts following the October 14. Episode, the
publishing business has been expericncing quite a “boom,” and .the intelleclual
atmosphere has beea such that there is an improved situation for roscarch and
writing, particularly in tho social scicnces field. However, the problem persists,
First, the few, though growing in number, qualified potential contributors conti-
nue to struggle with the traditional difficultics of source materials for research,
and sufficient time for putting their thoughts togother in wriling. Partly because
of this obstacle, most writers have found it more cxpedient (and more profita-
ble) to write “popular” picces which require little or no rescarch, us well as

much less time.

More importantly, scholars lack the necessary substantive and moral
encourasgement from proper quarters such as universitics, (In spite of innovative
measures adopted in recent times to promoto scholarly rescarch activities,
universities are still so bureaucratically structured and administered that achieve-
ment in the rescarch and writing fields secem subordinated by orher considera-
tions) In additon, scholars identify themselves in separate groups— ~Chulalong-
korn, Thammasart, or otherwisc—_that there is absent a meanioful common
platform on which they can cooperate and exchange information, With each

group maintaining its own identity through some form of “splendid isolation,”



no effort is cxpended to improve the standard of research and writing by awmal-
gamating existing human talent and recourccs, Hence, ono common coasepucnce
is the appcarance of several similar or comparable journals in any one particular
ficld, most or all of which are, however, sub-standard. During the past two years,
the number of journals and magazines in the social sciences that have suffered
from the plight of a short-lived existcnce is quite staggering, In a sitnation
whero not only the research and writing talent, but also the extent of the
readership and available resources in production, arc limited, there is a greater
need than ever before to scek closer contact or even, in somo cases, marger,
both for survival (and perhaps improvement) and aveidance of wasteful dup-
lication,

Auvother common malaise for all scholarly journals in  Thailand is
tho absence of a  true purpose. I feel it is not enoughto print  or
publish any  pieco of writing  simply  for the sake of filling up a parti.
cular issuc- -though in many instances the editor's hands are tied and ho has to
accept any article which comes his way without the luxary of discumination; if
he altempts to be over-selcctive, he may run into moro frustration than he
bargains  for, Onc main aim of publishing a journal is to “ioform" and
“educate” the readership--though not to be cither pedagogic or propagandistic. -
whilo another is to reflect upon the state of scholarship in a parlicular ficlg
(its scope, intcrest, and level of development), Hopefully, a publication with a
clear dircction and a scrious purpose should be able to blend these two qualities
in such a way as to maximizc the value of its presentation, Such an *“cquili-
brium” is of coursc not easy to achicve, but striving for the ideal should bring

about further refincment and value in the endcavor.

There are other problems which beset the Thai journals and periodicals,
as indicated by the frequcant turnovers and cessation of publication. This should
make it more urgent for persons involved in tho printing of such source of
information and learning to come together for a frank discussion and exchange
of ideas as how to improve its quality and effectiveness,

The current issuo of the Journal is my first venture into the ficld,
and I should liko to ask for your indulgences for any shorlcomings prescnt in

it, The articles herein concern cxclusivcly with a number of economic issues



confronting Thailand, with an attempt to establish a projection into the future
.-for both possible trends and policios.- of the next five years or so, The
language employed i all the articles is relatively non-technical for the benefit
of the non-economic scctors of the readership, without seriously compromising
on the seriousaness and scholarly quality of tho presentations, My sincere thanks
go to those whom I have consistently prodded and pestered to come up with
the type of writing which constitutes this present issue, I have planned fer the
next three issues to continue focusing on Thailand through such themes as foreign
relations, internal politics, and social development, and should like to  iavite
interested persons to submit pertineat writings for consideration of publication,
At the samo time, please feel free to send in your comments about the Journal,

My thanks also go to the rcadership of Lthe Journal without whose
subport the latter could not posaibly bo., [ should liko to knowledge with deop
appreciation the financial backing received from the Faculty of Political Scienco,
Chulalongkorn University, and The Asia Foundation,

In conclusion, I beg for your forgiveness for the bclated appearanco of
this particular issue, which is partly duc to the receat change in the editorial
personnel.

Sarasin Viraphol
Editor

P.S. All inquiries about the Journal should

be made to the Faculty of Political Scicnce,

Chulalongkora University, Bangkok 5, Thailand. Articles submitted for
publication coansideration can be in either Thai or English, and are to
be in duplicates with a one-page abstract.
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