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A NOTE ON STRUCTURAL ASPECTS IN THE STUDY
OF THAI SOCIETY

Thiravet Pramuanratkarn

|

Among numerous works in Thai studies, such interests as class, mbbility,
and change are often proposed to yield a better understanding of Thai social system.
Especially, following the inevitable change after World War II, more assiduous attemps
to make such investigations have been more evident not only in Thailand but. also in
other less developed countries. As to Thailand, the presence of Thailand — Cornell
Research Center in Bangkok during the late 1940’s after the War's end marked a very
good start for various anthropological and sociological endeavors in visualizing changes
of Thai society by a number of social scientists. To be sure, the Center s original
purpose was then to obtain a first hand body of information about Thai cultural
behavior, expectation. of Thai peasants in response to western innovation, and its
impact on the structural change of Thai society, and also the related problem of

urban—oriented phenomenon in Thailand.

Of much important is another contribution of John F. Embree whose famous

article on  Thailand——A Loosely Structured Social System” (1950) has skeptically
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