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Chronic lead poisoning disease

Abstract

A diagnosis of chronic lead poisoning in female industrial worker with lead line. It was discovered
on the patient’s gingiva. The patient had no other sign or symptoms of her toxic state. Lead poisoning
is reviewed from the standpoint of epidermiology, pathophysiology, clinic and oral manifestations and
diagnostic procedures. Dentists should be aware of the increased incidence of lead poisoning in patient
populations. A differential diagnosis must also include gingivitis, physiological pigmentation and
an amalgum tatoo. A good medico-social history and an analysis are necessary for definitive diagnosis.

(CU Dent J 1997;20:115-119)

Key word : Chronic lead poisoning, lead line, pigmentation.
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