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Original Article

The relationship between maternal dental
knowledge, practices and caries status of

3-year-old children in Bangkok

Abstract

The aim of this study was to determine the maternal dental knowledge and practices

as related to caries status of children aged 3 years. The study was based on the examination
for caries status of 340 kindergarten children and questionnaires survey responded by their
mothers. The findings revealed that the mean dmft was 4.47. The mean score of maternal
dental knowledge was 5.38 = 1.42 from total 10 and the mean score of dental practices was
8.8 = 2.1 from total 13. The statistical analysis by using t-test, Kendall’s tau b and Chi-square
test indicated that the cause of caries, drinking soda water or soft drink, the frequency of eating
snacks between meals and toothbrushing frequency were correlated with caries status. Maternal
education level and monthly household income were also related to caries status.

Key Words : Dental caries, dental knowledge dental practice
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