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An outbreak of Bovine Ephemeral Fever in Thailand
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Abstract

An outbreak of Bovine Ephemeral Fever (BEF) in Thailand was
confirmed by viral diagnosis. Blood samples were taken from 5 pyrexic cattle in a
farm with cattle showing clinical signs of the disease. Virus was successfully
isolated from 1 out of 5 samples by intracerebral inoculation into suckling
mice and subsequent passages in cell cultures. The infected mice showed
nervous signs caused by non-suppurative encephalitis. The virus induced
cytopathic effect in cell culture and was shown by electron microscopy to be
of Rhabdoviridae. This isolated virus is highly related to the reference YHL
strain by cross neutralization test. Serodiagnosis of paired sera also clearly

indicated a recent BEF infection.

Keywords : Bovine ephemeral fever, serology, virus isolation.
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