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JOURNAL OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol. 24 April 1987 Isswe No. 1

Editor's Note
Is Thai politics facing yet another crisis?

This issue focusses attention on various aspects and levels of Thai politics.

Political Scientist Chai-anan Samudavanija and former student leader
Thirayuth Boonmee separately analyze the current state of Thailand’s attempt at
“half-democracy”. placing it in its social structural and ideological contexts. The two
papers were presenied at a seminar in April 1987 Commens from discussants,
sociologists Sanya Sanyawiwat and Prasert Yacemklinfung, and the floor, are also
included.

Contemporary Thai politics is given an historical context in the next article
which reviews a century of Thai nation-building, focussing latterly on the political
participation problemmatique that remains in this era of “half democracy”

From macro-analyses, we take you in this “Visit Thailand Year” to the
Northeast 1o visit a village, formerly controlled by the Communist Party of Thailand,
to see how villagers' attitudes towards government officials and the Bangkok
government have changed in this era of Prime Minister’s Order 66/2523 (1980). We
then bring you back to the "City of Angels” where urban workers and employees
await a social insurance law that has been sometime on the drawing boards. The
article cxamines the policy formulation process to discover the reasons for the delay.

The “package tour” thus suffices to cover Thai politics in time (over a
century) and in space (urban/rural ; centre/periphery)

But our tour is extended. Southward we take vou “down under” to Canberra,
inundated by Thai studyists for 3 days in July 1987 Five Thai participants at the
Conference sharc with us their impressions, the papers they found of interest and
their consqqueny thoughts, variously covering labour history, Thai studiceé from a
“Thai perspective” and Thai socicty and World System.

We apologize, with a most graceful wai. for keeping you waiting for this
issue, but hope that the result satisfies. Last but not least, thanks are duc to the
Center for Social Development Studics, Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn
University, for financial assistance given to this issue.

Prudhisan Jumbala
November 1987 Issue Editor
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