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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to examine AIDS perceptions of upper level
secondary school students in Songkhla province, and to determine the comparability of AIDS
perceptions held by these students in regard to (1) genders ; (2) age ; (3) educational levels
; (4) school locations ; (5) financial supports ; and (6) students’ sexual behaviors. The
subjects were 965 upper level secondary school students in Songkhla province, enrolled in
course in the acadamic year 1995. They were drawn by multi-stage random sampling from
a population of 12,929 upper level secondary school students. The research instruments were
questionnaires and tests as related to the research topic. T-test, F-test, Contingency
coefficient, One-way Analysis of Variance, and Newman-Keuls procedure were used to
analyze the data and to test them for statistically significance.

The results of the study were as follows :

1. Statistically significant differences were found in respoﬁses of male and fe-
male students on “AIDS knowledge” and “attitudes toward AIDS patients or HIV - infected
patients” at .01 level and on “AlD protection behaviors” at .05 level.

2. No significant differences were found between the students in regard to their
age groups on “AIDS knowledge” and “attitudes toward AIDS patients or HIV - infected
patients”. Significant differences AIDS protection behaviors between the respondent groups
were found at .05 level. Multiple range test : Newman - Keuls was tested for significant
difference at .05 level for the AIDS protection behaviors responses of the students grouped
according to the age-groups. The mean score responses of AIDS protection behaviors of the
students age 16-18 years were significantly higher than that of the students aged 16 years
and the students aged 18 years at .05 level.
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3. Statistically significant differences were found in the responses of the
students when their responses were arranged on the basis of their educational levels on
“AIDS knowledge” and “attitudes toward AIDS patients or HIV-infected patients” at .01
level. Newman-Keuls procedure were tested for significant difference at .05 level for the
AIDS knowledge responses, attitudes toward AIDS patients or HIV-infected patients responses,
and AIDS protection behaviors responses according to their educational levels. The mean
score responses of AIDS knowledge of Mathayom suksa V and VI students were
significantly higher than that of Mathayom suksa IV students. The mean score responses of
attitudes toward AIDS patients or HIV -infected patients of Mathayom suksa V students
were significantly higher than that of Mathayom suksa IV and VI students. The mean score
resopnses of AIDS protection behaviors of Mathayom suksa VI students were significantly
higher than that of Mathayom suksa IV students at .05 level.

4. Statistically significant differences were found between the students in regard
to their school locations : urban and rural areas on “AIDS knowledge” attitudes toward AIDS
patients or HI'V-infected patients” and “students’ AIDS protection behaviors” at .01 level.

5. Statistically significant differences were found between the students in regard
to their financial suports on AIDS knowledge at .01 level. The mean score responses of AIDS
knowledge of the students’ financial supports between 1,000-1,500 baht were significantly
higher than that of the students’ financial supports lower than 1,000 baht at .05 level. No
significant differences were found between the students in regard to their financial supports
on the “attitudes toward AIDS patients or HIV-infected patients” and “ students’ AIDS
protection behaviors”.

6. No significant positive relationships were found between the students scored
high on “AIDS knowledge” and “attitudes toward AIDS patients or HIV -infected patients”;
and between the students scored high on “AIDS knowledge” and “AIDS protection behaviors”.
Statistically significant positive relationships were found between the students scored high
on “attitudes toward AIDS patients or HI V-infected patients” and AIDS protection behaviors”
at .05 level.

7. Statistically significant relationships were found between the students’ sexual
relation behaviors and their ages at .05 level. No significant relationships were found
between the students’ sexual relation behaviors and the following variables : educational
levels, school locations, and financial supports.
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