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PREFACE

Though much interest and attention in being paid to Thailand’s achieve-
ment of NIC status in the 1990s, political science, sociological and anthropological
perspectives on this transformation have been few and far between. Thai State and
Society ~Towards the 1990s is an attempt to fill this gap. It is published by
the Editorial Board of the Journal of Social Sciences in place of Vol. 25 No. 2
issue of the journal so that a wider readership may be reached.

The book is a collection of articles by public figures, technocrats and
academics that were presented either as public lectures to commemorate His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 60th Birthday Anniversary in 1987 or as papers for a
Symposium to mark the 40th year of the reinstitution of the Faculty of Political
Science, Chulalongkorn Universsity, in 1988. Though not all these contributions wcre
designed to directly address the issue of Thailand changing towards being a newly
industrialized country, they ali have important bearing on this problem.

Continuity and adaptation within change is no less important than the
process of change itself. Amidst change one institution remains central to Thai
social fabric-the Monarchy. Renowned intellectual-cum-politician M.R. Kukrit Pramoj
spoke to a packed auditorium in May 1987 about the concept of the Monarchy in
Thailand and the institution’s relationship to government in the past and at present.
His insightful lecture is transcribed as the first article. While M.R. Kukrit spoke
of how he experienced *“Majesty” while in audience, Dr. Sumet Tantivejakul’s article
deals in a more formal way with the various development projects initiated by His
Majesty and which he, as a senior NESDB official, coordinates. The articles together
help us to appreciate better how this traditional institution has adapted to changing
times while retaining its substance and relevance to the people’s livelihood and hence
remained functional to the political system.

Thailand’s international cnvironment in the new era is the subject of the
next article. Veteran foreign affairs specialist and practitioner, Dr. Thanat Khoman,
cogently reviews Thailand’s foreign relations over the years and perceptively look
into the future as to how Thailand might make changes to its foreign policy to suit
the rapidly changing world.

Internationally known Thai political scientist Dr. Chai-anan Samudavanija
of the Department of Government makes an intellectual somersault into the realm
of theory-building. Provocatively, he points out that Western “system theory” is
hardly appropriate to the study of political systems in developing countries such as



Thailand. Instead he identifies three themes which should be considerd as in Aerlinired
political system goals, namely,s ecurity, development and participation, and demonstrates

how they weave in the Thai political system.

The remaining six articles more directly address the question of industriali
zation and its political, administrative and socio-cultural implications. There were
contributions to the Symposium on *Political Science, Sociological and Anthropological
Perspectives on Public Policy’ held in August 1988. The contributors have at some
lime or other becn closely associated with the Faculty of Political Science or are
its present faculty members. Dr. Thinapan Nakata, formerly an advisor to Prime
Minister Gen. Prem Tinsulanond and presently an expert attached to the Thailand
Development Research Institute (TDRI), makes some observations about the study of
public policy-making and offers his idcas as to thc role of academics (political
scientists, particularly) in this process. Dr. Kanok Wongtra-ngan of the Department
of Government, Chulalongkorn University, presages with an analysis of the main
characteristics of contemporary Thai political arrangement, its strengths, weaknesses
capabilities. He then goes on to posit that basic national goals have to be set before
policies can be worked out to achievc them. He also offers some thoughts on
strategics of policy-making.

The next two articles in the public administration field examine the adapta-
tions that have to be made in the government bureaucracy as Thailand takes the
step towards NIC status. Dr. Isara Suwannabol of the Department of Public Adminis-
tration considers the changes necessary to be of some magnitude. These should aim
at improving efficicncy. giving due importance to democratic processes and moving
towards social equality. Governmental responsibility needs to be redcfined and
demarcated, and the bureaucratic structure reformed accordingly. In addition, importance
must be placed on the achievement of set objectives. As for public enterprises,
Associate Professor Pipat Thai-arry, Director of the Public Enterprise Institute at

the Faculty, deals in his article with the ways in which the role of public enterprises
may be redefined in the era of industrialization and briefly reviews strategies to be
used to achieve this objective.

From the sociological perspective, Professor Prasert Yaemklinfung, a senior
sociologist in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, sees industrialization
as difficult to avoid. Industrial expansion would surely bring with it multi-faceted
changes in the Thai social structure, opening up opportunities as well as bringing
about problems associated with social justice, values and ways of life. He points
out that these have to be analyzed and ways have to be found to alleviate their
repercussions. Anthropologist Dr. Suthep Soonthornpaesuch, formerly of Chulalongkorn
University and presently at Chiang Mai University, emphasizes that urbanization



without industrialization that has been the trend in Thailand since 1970 meant that
displaced labour from rural areas have been little absorbed into the industrial sector.
The surplus labour have cither gone into large-scale commercial agriculture or into
the bazaar economy. This kind of modernization or proletarianization may be the
basis for a new society but could equally bc viewed as the basis for social disorder.
The village community as a socio-economic corporate group no longer survives. The
rural areas have been rcduced to mere surplus labour pools for urban industries.
Rural-urban migrants have become *‘people without history” only of interest as
problems rather than as people. Anthropological attention should be paid to this
process of detribalization and possible retribalization that could bring about social
conflict.

Naturally, this preface can only give glimpses into the contents of the
articles. It is regretted that English translations have not bcen possible. Nonetheless,
interested readers will doubtless find ways and means by which they could go more
deeply into the ones of particular interest.

We would like to thank the Faculty of Political Science and the Academic
Media Project of the Faculty for making the articles available to us. On behalf of
the Faculty, we would like to express its appreciation to the Thai Military Bank Ltd.
and the Thai Oil. Co. Ltd. for the support they gave to the lecture series. Last but
nol least, thanks are also due to all the speakers and authors for their time and
their valuable contributions.

Faculty of Political Science, Pranod Nantiyakul
Chulalongkorn University Prudhisan Jumbala
April 1989.
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