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. Abstract

Induced abortion in Thai society is restricted by law, religion and social
attitudes. But women continue to terminate unwanted pregnancy despite the
risk to their lives and health, risk of arrest and social labeling. This study
aims at examining the conditions that lead to unwanted pregnancies and to
explore the process of decision-making that women go through before having
an abortion. In-depth interviews were couducted with 38 women who decided
to terminate their pregnancies and with 20 women who decided to carry the
pregnancies to term. CONCLUSION : A double standard with regard to
values and social norms as well as gender inequity are the major reasons for
unwanted pregnancies in Thai society. Faced with a difficult dilemma. Women
will choose for the best social status, in which abortion is likely for the
decision.
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