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What is your diagnosis

Pranee Tuntivanich D.V.M., M.S.
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Lateral view of thoracic vertebrae of a 6 years old cat.

History

A six years old male cat had been suffered from thoracic

pain for one week bofore he was present to the hospital. There was

no history of any trauma. On palpation of the spines, the cat was

very sensitive along the area of the thoracic vertebrae. A radio-

graph was taken on lateral position.

Give your diagnosis and turn to page 134.
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Radiographic diagnosis

Spondylosis of the ventral floor of T3_10

Radiographic findings and comments

In contary to dogs, spondylosis of the vertebrae is hardly
seen in cats. Normally, spondylosis of the ventral floor of ver-
tebrae will not cause any symptom besides spondylosis of the dorsal
floor of the vertebrae. Back pain or paresis of hind limbs due to
spondylosis is usually associated with spondylitis. However, special
radiography of the vertebrae by using contrast medium will be the

best tool for proper diagnosis.
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