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Abstract

‘Bo-le’ in the Ming Shih-lu and the Unfolding of Thai History

This research paper purports to deal with the problematic identification of ‘Bo-le’, the
hitherto little known state mentioned in the Ming Shih-lu, and its history. Having successfully
equated ‘Bo-le’ with ‘Pok-luang’, the contemporary epigraphic name for the Siamese kingdom
of Sukhothai, the co-writers of this article attempt to reconstruct the intricate reiationship that state
had with other Tai polities and the Ming court. The article also discusses the chronological
discrepancies among the variuns indigenous sources and suggests the plausibitity of their
adjustments in the light of the more authoritative Chinese Ming Shih-lu and epigraphic
evidence.
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