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JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol. 28 No. 1

FROM THE EDITOR

This issue of the Journal, celebrating the Third Cycle Birthday of Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn on April 2, 1991, publishes the proceedings of a seminar on
the topic of "H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn and Rural Development” organized in May
1991 by the Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University

The rationale and objectives of the seminar were as follows.

"Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn in carrying out her duties has
promoted the well being of the Thai people to a great extent. Her Royal Highness has paid
attention to the necessity of raising the level of occupational life and of improving the livelihood
of the rural people. She has also been most cognizant of the need to utilize culture inthe process
of rural development in conjunction with the application of new technology Therefore, on the
occasion of Her Royal Highness' Third Cycle Birthday on April 2, 1991, The Faculty feels it both
an auspicious and appropriate moment to organize this seminar

The objectives of the seminar are:

- to disseminate knowledge about Her Royal Highness' contributions rural develop-
ment;

- to exchange views among Thai scholars on the directions and approaches to rural
development for the next decade;

- to promote cooperation with agencies dealing with rural development in the public,
private and non-governmentel seetors”

The seminar proceedings, including discussions from the floor, have been included
here with a minimum of editing out. It is supplemented by a kind of book review on the same
theme but with a more theoretical folavour, this being a summary of A.H. Somjee's book,
Development Theory Critiques and Explorations. Professor Somjee, a former a visiting
professor at the Faculty, engages in a critique of development theories by, among other things,
emphasizing cultural diversity He observes that because of this, development theories



spawned by western academics and in the Western tradition are not always capable of
explaining development processes and consequences in other societies and localities.
Furtherme, his stress on "development by self-help” appears quite in keeping with the general
drift of opinions held by seminar participants and also with Her Royal High ness' viaus about
development work

" Successtul development work requires the appreciation of the different ways in which
problems arice under different conditions and in different environments. The most basic and
important task in administering development projects is to adapt knowledge and techniques so
as to be appropriate to the environment, condition and problem in reality Knowledge and deep
understanding are required to get at the root cause of problems and their consequences. Only
In thus way can one know how to deal with problems. Without real understanding, compre-
hensive and conclusive problem-solving cannot be achieved.

The editor very much hopes that this issue of the Journal will prove to be of some use
to academics and proditioners in the field of development, and is willing to receive comments
and recommendations so that the Journal could be improved.

Pranee Thiparat
Editor
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