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JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol.29 No. 3

Editor's Note

Crises in Thai Society in the new industrialization are is the theme of this issue. It
concentrates on the negative effects of rapid economic growth on Thai society. Though itdraws
materials from the Seminar “NICization and Social Development Crises in the Next Decade"
organized by the Center of Social Development Studies, Faculty of Political Science,
Chulalongkorn University, on 18-19 February 1991, the substance presented is not out of date.

Prawase Wasee, a medical doctor with a humanistic social concern and a Magsaysay
Award winner, draws attention particularly to the need for sustainable development and urged
universities to perform its roles as producers of knowledge and the society's conscience in a
more critical fashion.

Chai-anan Samudavanija, a political scientist well known at home and abroad, points
out that the environmental crisis is a topic for political analysis since it generates conflicts
over resources with which the political system has to deal. Power concentration aggravates
the situation particularly as the center determines economic growth in local areas and denies
the right of the peripheries in managing their natural resources.

Rataya Chantrathien, formerly Governor of the National Housing authority and
now active in NGO circles, discusses the housing crisis. She pays particular attention
to the problems faced by low income earners. The floor joined in to emphasize the need
for community organization in the slums and to expand the topic to include changes in
middle class residential and related problems.

Nikom Chandravithun, alabour expert and former Director of the Labour Department,
analyzed the negative effect of economic growth in landing to urbanization and the spawning
of numerous slums. The social insecurity that resulted called for the development of a belated
social insurance system, the improvement of which is still necessary if society is to give due
importance to the contributions the urban poor are making to the economy and the society.

The floor keenly discussed and debated the issues and the problems to which
governments have clearly failed to adequately respond. The result was that slum communities
have had to organize to alleviate their own situations and also to demand government attention.
The problems are presently aggravated by the phenomenal rise in the price of land, resulting



in slum communities being evicted. There is a need to empower the urban poor so as to achieve
a counterbalance to the power of capital.

Sompong Padpui, an NGO worker, presents cases of slum communities' efforts to
improve their own conditions and the physical side of their communities. In his article, he draws
attention to the fact that economic development had widened social inequalities. Changes are
needed in the approach of government agencies, and universities should play the role of
providing a better understanding of the complexities of the problems of the urban poor and sium
communities.

Somsuk Bunyabancha, another NGO worker, reiterates how government strategies
miss the causes of the problems of slum communities and emphasizes that NGOs have gone
in to work on them because of this. He also reviewd alternative solutions.

Itis hoped that by publishing the seminar proceedings in this issue and the next, where
there is an article on the AIDS crisis, readers will be exposed to the social problems attendant
upon rapid industrialization in Thailand and will see how a rethink of development strategy and
political reforms are necessary for their alleviation.

The editor would like to thank the CSDS and Associate Professor Surichai Wan'gaew,
its Director, for providing the material from the seminar and for supporting the publication of this
issue.

Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok Prudhisan Jumbala

June 1994 Editor
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