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WHAT IS YOUR DIAGNOSIS

*
Pranee Tuntivanich

Lateral position of the vertebral column of a dog.

History

A one-year-old female, mixed breed dog, was hit by a car
a day before. The dog can not use the hind limbs. On palpation,
the animal shows the symptom of pain when pressing on the lumbar

area. Sensory and motor reflexes can not be detected.

Lateral projection of the thoraco-lumbar area was taken.

Give your diagnosis and turn to page 121

*
Department of Surgery, Faculty of Veterinary Science, Chulalong-

korn University.
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Radiographic Diagnosis

Fracture of the distal epiphysis of the body of third
lumbar vertebra.
Radiographic Findings and Comments

Ventral displacement of the distal epiphysis of the third
lumbar vertabra is evident on lateral projection. This evidence

is of traumatic origin.

Epiphyseal fracture causes are increased space at the

epiphyseal line (arrow) and a narrowing of the intervertabral space
between the third and fourth lumbar vertebrae. Any narrowing of
the intervertebral space is suggestive of protrusion to the inter-
vertebral disc which can cause paresis or paralysis of the hind

quarter.
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