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“When, therefore, I considered all this, and the type
of men who were administering the affairs of State,
with their laws too and their customs, the more I
considered them and the more I advanced in years
myself, the more difficult appeared to me the task
of managing affairs of State rightly. For it was
impossible to take action without friends and trusty
companions: and these it was not easy to find ready
ton hand,............. while to acquire other new friends

with any facility was a thing impossible.”

Plato, Epistle VII, 326BC.
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“I can't make comment other than the part relating to
Nietzschean idea. Although the article seems to be a creative
idea, I'm incined to think that there exists some misinterpretation
by juxtaposing Nietzschean words with Wilsonian and Leninist
ideas or character I'm not so sure if the author wants to say that

Wilson and Lenin are superhuman or the ideas they contributed
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indicate that they are superhuman. As we all know, Wilsonian
idea of internationalism is based on liberalism and particularly
implying Kantian idea of universalism and perpetual peace.
| don't see anything associated with Nietzsche. And the idea of
making peace itself is quite contrary to the Dionysiac character
or agon (struggling. warlike) which Nietzsche appreciates. And
the experience of Lenin in constructing socialist state is based
on class consciousness which is herd instinct and thus contrary
to Nietzschean line of thinking as well. So Wilsonian and Leninist
ideas are surely antithetical to the Nietzschean because both
are based on herd instinct. We must not forget that both liberalism
and socialism. no matter what, are based on universalism,
something Nietzsche loathes because they are slave

moralities.

The author seems to say that realism (balances of power)
is evil or immoral. And those statesmen try to overcome and
breed new system. But that is quite contrary to Nietzschean in

the sense that all system instead breed herd instincts.

He frequently quotes Joseph Nye who s democrat and
believes in multilateralism in US foreign policy | generally would
think that Hawkish hard-line republicans are closer to Nietzschean
than Wilsonian democrat. However, those Hawks (like Rumsfeld
or Wolfowitz) are more of Straussian or in other words the
mixed legacy Platonism and Machiavellianism. | would think Bush

administration is far from what the author calls “American



2 13871580ANANTAT
o o o A
i 37 @A 1-2 NNTIAN-BUIIAN 2549

Asceticism.” They are obviously hawkish interventionists who
believe in moral sanction even in the sphere of private life (like

gay marriage cases).

As for Lenin part, the author need to elaborate how Lenin
comes close to being superhuman in Nietzschean terms. Again
being Nietzschean partly means be a free spirit. And Zarathustra
could represent what a free spirit is like. For sure before being
free, one must pass through the stage of psychology from
camel (skepticism) to lion (will to power) and child at play (free
spirit). A child at play is a form of superhuman who does not
subscribe to any ideology or scheme of life. (Creation comes
up like a play rather than a scheme.) Personally | would think
that being Nietzschean is more internalized and even cynical to
politics. Being Nietzchean or superhuman does not mean
domination or aggrandizement of one own self. But it's more like
one must pass through spiritual or intellectual crucified and
overcome that stage before becoming superhuman. Superhuman
just means the one who can fight against nihilism of life and
morality, my personal interpretation. | cant offer any more
comments but the author needs to proceed arguments carefully
particularly this article seems to contradict to majority of
Nietzschean scholarship. He needs to explain away questions
which might be raised (like my questions). | hope my comments
help.”
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| would like to say appreciated thank you to the
commentator who shed me more on Nietzsche's idea. But it
seems that he misunderstands me in some respect. First, for
me, it is commonly unrealistic if we focus international relations
roughly in the antique opposition between Hobbesian and Kantian,
liked his comment, or realist and idealist; for me it's an artificial
splitting and elusive. The question which suffice to asked in return
is that if Balance of power (security imperative) is not the herd
morality, which Nietzsche always insist that morality and everything
that are prejudiced, precipitated, and provisional. are something
that must be overcome then what was it? | found Wilsonian
philosophy as a quintessential to divert us from this prejudiced,
and domination which created only egregious and foolhardiness,
in short, what he called, the herd morality Of course, simply
put it, is an act of Ubermensch (superman) to revaluate and
give the new meaning to the world. But | hardly see the word
“new meaning” in his comment. In this respect, | found
democracy, the 14 points, liberty of President Wilson analogous
to this term The further result both in the Cold War and Post-Cold
War was not what Wilson had expected. Second, the American
Asceticism was clearly demonstrated during the Cold War,

if you assumed that it had exist, the American intervention in
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other part of the world was the effective evidence to affirm its
role as the superman, of course, it may contrast to Wilsonian.
Though the superman image is liked a tyranny or evil man, but
at least for Nietzsche, it's something that essentially and inevitably

for the superman. Nietzsche cogently elaborates that

“It is the image of such leaders that we envisage: may
| say this out loud, you free spirits? The conditions that one would
enable a soul to grow to such a height and force that it would
feel the compuision for such tasks, a revaluatior of values
under whose new pressure and hammer a conscience would
be steeled. a heart turned to bronze, in order to endure the
weight of such responsibility, on the other hand. the necessity
of such leaders, the frightening danger that they may fail to
appear or that they might turn out badly or degenerate--these
are our real worries and gloom--do you know that, you free spirits?
--these are the heavy distant thoughts and storms that pass
over the sky of our lifer

In this case, | do proceed my essay and initially focus
my essay on the American FP from 1945-1990 by discussing that
from Truman to Reagan, there is no Cold War. but left behind only
the American Mission. All American leaders without hesitation
formulate their foreign relations deaiing especially with the Third
World countries in the name of intervention to preserve order out

of disorder What's more, | do discuss them both in terms of
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economic and cultural identity (I'm uncomfortable to use the
word hawkish and dovish, it's a prejudiced word from one who
enact to the herd morality) Ranging from Eisenhower to Reagan.
or perhaps since Truman, the American leaders’ images are
nefarious and contrast to the noble, charming of other
countries’ leaders. The intervention, sanction, deploying troops
are the obvious example of these nefarious act but the ultimate
purpose is to preserve the superman's order out of everything
chaos, classical form of ordinary man’s value, in which Nietzsche
often denounced without sympathy Third, commentator’s
presupposition was a ciassical form of international relations,
which | do not found anything enlightened inside What I'm
concern is that IR should deal more in philosophical
application The binary opposition between Realist and |dealist
was heavily antique and unfruitful and it was precipitated,
prejudiced, and provisional by only two scholars, Hans
Morgenthau and Immanuel Kant. It should be something worth
squaring the hole Why don't rethinking himself, your herd of IR,
my essay is an act of superman. | got his message with two

feelings, both appreciating and 1aughing.

if he warns me 1o proceed the essay carefully, the
commentator is supposed to share the author's context and treat

the author fairly.

However, it's worth saying thank you o him.
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Chyatat S.
A53UNTUSUIN

“| think that the author is really offended at my comment.
| don't remember exactly what | wrote. But | think my main point
is that the idea of thinking about Wilson and Lenin as
superhuman is at odds with general Nietzschean scholarship.
The point is that he needs to answer the most likely question
from all sides (both IR and philosophy scholars) because anyone
who has some knowledge of IR and Nietzsche will ask the same
question | asked. We all generally have been taught in the basic
introduction IR theories that Wilsonian idea 1s Kantian liberalism
and is dealistic. The author 1dea which | accept that it 1s a
creative idea can open the new vistas for scholar community.
But it's one of difficult task and if it's a success, it would be a

great article We all need to give encouragement.

So while | gave some comments on this point | did not
oppose the idea that his thesis is interesting but he needs to work
hard in terms of arguments. Because his main point is the most
vulnerable and difficult to defend, | thought that my comment
might help to get his arguments stronger | simply tried to remind
other points which could possibly be asked by general
Nietzschean scholars so that he can be aware of the possible
counter-argument. | think that is the way we write an article (to

defend and fill all gaps as much as we can).
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So | thought that my comment was neutrai and |, did
comment as far as my knowledge (and ignorance) allows. And it
was meant to be like a nice conversation and humble suggestion
(although explicit and frank) to fix the arguments (if mine is of

some use) at coffee break of intellectual community

One more thing, I'm not Nietzschean in any respect
although Nietzsche is one of philosophers | like. | think | indicated
(but not so sure) that | read the article as if | was a traditional
reader (analytic tradition of philosophy--which is pretty much
picky on argument proceeding). | don't mean to step on the
author's turf of expertise (as | also indicated that | can't offer
the comment on other parts as | don't have knowledge on it).
And the authoridea is needed to be respected even when the
commentators might not agree with its ideas.

From the bottom of my heart, it was really meant to be
beneficial and constructive. But if it turns out negative, I'm really
sorry about it. | still think that the article is significant for
intellectual community

Best wishes

o @
BYUIUNA

| had received the message from the commentator in
which it generated two feelings inside me, both seemingly

appreciating and certainly laughing funny, but the latter seems

to gain more weight. The commentator is likely to misunderstand
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in many points. First, in referring to Wilsonian and Leninism, my
attempt 1s to display to the reader the priority of the superman, that
is, the revaluation of the superman value out of the foolhardiness,
egregious of the ordinary men value. In this creativeness, my
methodology in dealing IR in the new perspective is to assert the
philosophical applied and keeping IR during President Wilson
struggle against Lenin by using the means of analogy Generally,
the Balance of Power, the security imperative, which could be
implied as *“security moral” is prejudiced, precipitated, and
provisional as the crucial means to preserve international
peace, the terms morality, something initiative, prejudiced, bias,
are all that Nietzsche never failed to denounce. All of these
egregious, in Nietzschean perspective, are supposed to
overcome by superman value, n which | found Wilson and
Lenin's analogy could play as a pivotal role in deriving this
important task and IR would be improved not only looking in the
antique perspective which from the classical period prejudiced,
precipitated, and provisional by two scholars, Hans J. Morgenthau
and Immanuel Kant, perpetual war, self-determination, and the
onigin Wilsonian had translated in his 14 points, and the core
principle of internationalism. But the commentator deals with this
point incompletely and mistakenly irrelevant to my proposition,
in which his supposition is not differ from being the IR herd.
The question that suffice to asked in return is that if not the
Balance of Power that brought disaster, annihilation, and
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devastation to the earth, then what? The message mostly keen
on the domestic politic dealing especially with class struggle in
the USSR during Lenin administration and in his repetition to
Kantian could buttress that he never forget to employ the binary
opposition of Hobbesian and Kantian, or Realist and Idealist in
international relations. For me it's an academic form of rough
classification, domination, and artificial splitting, that Nietzsche
had taught us to escape from this labyrinth, what's a funny,
the commentator Nietzschean scholar, show your attempt?
What I'm concern is that IR should be broadening its perspective
by employing a more philosophical applied, nothing from that
inchoate message had generated my knowledge, what's more,
for me it's an unacceptable act to only criticize, comment
without doing anything enlightened, the joke is that the commentator
speak as if he was offspring of the Nietzschean scholar, but
where is an action that he demonstrated such that identity still
open as a skeptic Do you remember, your herd of IR, In beyond
good and evil, Nietzsche taught us that ( Let's me give a brief
detall):

“Every choice human being strive instinctively for a
citadel and a secrecy where he 1s saved from the crowd, the
many, the great majority Anyone who, in intercourse with
men, does not occasionally glisten in all the colors of distress,
gloominess. and loneliness, Is certainly not a man of the elevated

tastes, supposing that he does not take all this burden and
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disgust upon himself voluntarily, that he persistently avoids i,
and remain in a citadel, one thing is certain. He could one day
have to say to himself “the devil takes my good taste.” For me,
it's my choice to deny to live in a citadel, and the devil 1s already
come to me, my essay Is an act of superman, out of those
nefarious terms of conundrum, labyrinth, and citadel. In contrast
to some person, who never denied to spend his life in out of the
secrecy but still blamed or commenting on other as the herd
without looking himself; he is the herd.” What's an irony Also my
point is not that the superman’s value must be something that
defined as global assertion or universalism imperative tc the
earth, these words are not exist in my essay, | have no idea

where he brought this term from.?

What's was laughing out loud 1s that he spoke to the
presupposition, context of the Harvard Prof Joseph Nye Jr
from his general understanding. What was truly, firmly, and
obviously miss in the commentator point is that Prof Nye's more
important argument always deal with the soft-hard power, the
details are prevailed in his books “The paradox of American
Power», and “Soft Power" But, excuse me, the text that |
quoted from Prof Nye is entitled “Understanding International
Conflict” in which Prof. Nye never imposed his belief in that
article. He wrote without inclination, which | appreciated him
that he always keeps himself in neutrality, not liked the

commentator's understanding, better see my selected reference
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before giving any suggestion. Personally, | had an email of Prof
Nye and talking with him occasionally, if you want to check for
sure, contact him at joseph. nye@harvard.edu

The commentator possibly misled by my introduction in
which | had touched President George W Bush. OK it's may
false. But the full article will do mainly with the Cold War, if
you assumed it had existed, in 1945-1990. The term American
Asterism was completely written and synthesized in my full
article, not the same one that I1s going to be published, dealing
especially with the particular period and exact time 1945-1990.
In that period 1945-1990, the American interventionism, sanction,
and making war with the Third World countries by the American
leaders, ranging from Truman to Reagan, though characterized
as “evil~, they're an inescapable priority task of the future leader
ir Nietzschean's post-humanistic dream. Again, in Towards

Ubermensch, Niertzsche had taught us that

“It is the image of such leaders that we envisage: may
| say this out loud, you free spirits? The conditions that one would
have partly to create and partly to exploit for their genesis; the
probable ways and tests that would enable a soul to grow to
such a height and force that it would feel the compulsion for
such tasks, a revaluation of values under whose new pressure
and hammer a conscience would be steeled, a heart turned

to bronze, in order to endure the weight of such responsibility;
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on the other hand, the necessity of such leaders, the frightening
danger that might fail to appear or that they might turn out
badly or degenerate. .do you that, you free spirits? these are the
heavy distant thoughts and storms that pass over the sky of our
life »

It is irreversible and truly obvious evident that | had
observed the American FP during 1945-1990. Not involve with
other period. But the message | received from “you know who
was fully paranoid and schizophrenic, if he warns me to observe
the Nietzschean carefully, what was he doing, not a practical
Nietzschean just liked me, i1s it acceptable huh? Nietzsche
ghost, answer me, for the one who used only verbal and
written word as weapon without glistening himself out of the
green-grey of quagmire and dark tunnel. What's more “you know
who" had applied my essay beyond that mentioning period to
the 2000-2004, Rumsfeld or Bush as he quoted. Before warning
other he should be presupposed to doing himself in vigilant
and sharing the author's context; that is the only way to be an
effective commentator, all in all, the author is supposed to be
treated fairly

My future aim is to broaden the IR perspective in cultural
and philosophical terms, as mentioned, it's better to do anything
rather than standstill or blaming anyone. This is what | had
expected from University of Wales, Aberystwyth. For me this is

the rudimentary step for the advancement in this career What
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I'm really sicken is the term Hawkish and Dovish, which
strongly perturbed my academic feeling. lronically, referrng to
the predecessor, beyond binary opposition, beyond good and
evil, what'/s a funny to the one who claims himself directly as
Nietzsche’s crony, how comes the dichotomy bifurcated of
“Realist-ldealist”, “Hawkish-Dovish”, “Kantian-Hobbesian” ?
International relations are more sophisticated in applying only this

dichotomy, it's truly dangerous.

To ajarn Chaiyan again, thanks for giving me this peer
review, but it is hopeless because it generated me nothing
enlightened and never empowers my academic knowledge in
this relative field. However, it's worth saying thank you to the
commentator only for his spending time. Merry X Mas and Happy
New Year krub ajarn. Thank you for your attention on my essay.
His latest comment helped me most.

Chyatat S.
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*O my friends, there are no friends.” - Aristotle

Tufiud Taews
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