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Abstract 

The study was aimed at developing an intensive 

English course for Buddhist missionary monks using task­

based instruction, studying the effects of task-based 

instruction on the learning outcomes of the students as well 

as exploring their views on TBI. The subjects of the study 

were thirty students selected from a class of the Buddhist 

missionary monk training program, and they were to provide 

the quantitative data. Twenty students, selected based on 

their pre--test scores as the representatives of the high ability 

group and the low ability group, provided qualitative data by 

writing logs during the course and being interviewed at the 

end of the course. A questionnaire was sent to the monks to 

follow up on the outcome of the students using English in 

the real situations a few months after the course. It was 

found that monk students and the Buddhist missionary 

monks on duty needed to use English in order to accomplish 

fifteen top tasks, which can be divided into two categories: 

work-related and survival skills. These needs were 

incorporated into lesson topics and the contents of the 

course using task-based instruction as the principal method 

of teaching. After implementation, the post-test scores of all 

students were significantly higher than the pre-test scores 

especially in terms of speaking skills, but not in listening 

skills. The findings from qualitative data indicated that when 
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