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Abstract 

Tests do not occur in a vacuum; they have far­

reaching and unanticipated consequences. Tests have an 

effect not only on traditional teaching practices in the 

classroom but also on the broader educational and societal 

contexts. Examples are the selection of candidates for 

education, the monitoring of the performance of schools, the 

distribution of funding and even societal issues such as the 

selection of employees and candidates for immigration, 

citizenship and asylum. Given the potential power of tests, 

it is essential to justify test use and investigate its 

consequences. The primary goal of this paper is to utilize 

Bachman's assessment use argument as a model for 

evaluating the appropriateness of test use. This paper 

begins with the issue of the importance of the justification of 

test use when validating a test. Next, Bachman's model is 

illustrated. Following that, Bachman's model is adopted to 

investigate whether it is appropriate to use the GEPT 

(General English Proficiency Test) as a graduation threshold 

in Taiwan. In order to do this, both the warrants for and 

rebuttals against using the assessment for this decision are 

discussed. This paper provides logical arguments for test 
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