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Abstract 

This research explores the effect of sentence 

structure instruction and sentence-combining practice on 

writing performance in answering essay questions and on 

syntactic complexity measured in paragraph writing of 

second-year Chulalongkorn University Law students taking 

the English for Academic Purposes (Law) I course. Four 

groups of students participated in the study: the 

experimental higher and lower proficiency groups and the 

control higher and lower proficiency groups. The two 

experimental groups of different proficiency levels were given 

treatment of different types of sentence structure instruction 

and sentence-combining practice for twelve weeks while the 

two control groups of different proficiency levels were taught 

in the regular EAP Law course. The test scores were rated 

holistically, taken into consideration different aspects of the 

writing skill. The results show the two experimental groups' 

posttest scores were significantly higher than their pre-test 

scores. Their post-test scores were also significantly higher 

than their peers in the control groups. The students' writing 

was also analyzed to measure their syntactic complexity 

using six elements of T-unit analyses: the number of vvu,,u,::,. 
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