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Introduction 

Learner corpora, or searchable collections of the written or 

spoken production of language learners, have become 

increasingly vital in the field of applied linguistics. As advances in 

computational linguistics and natural language processing have 

allowed for the automatic or semi-automatic parsing, tagging and 

coding of large chunks of learner-produced text, there is 

increasing interest in the analysis of large-scale corpora of many 

millions of words, collected from a broad range of linguistic tasks, 

language backgrounds, and learner proficiencies. 

Parsing and tagging are where text is analysed divided into 

parts of speech (tagging) and organised according to tokens 

(parsing) that determine grammatical or semantic structure. For 

example, if I parsed and tagged the sentence 'this is what corpus 

linguistics can do' (using the Stanford NLP parser, at 

http:/ /nlp.stanford.edu:8080 /parser /index.jsp), a tagger might 

produce the following output after analysing each word for POS 

(where elements such as DT = determiner, VB = verb, base form 

etc.Ji: 

A list of the abbreviations for the Stanford tagger can be found at 

http:/ /www.computing.dcu.ie/ ~acahill/tagset.htrnl 
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