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Abstract

The degradation of the commons is a serious threat to human security since several types of
Common-Pool Resources (CPRs) are vital to human life. Private property rights regime seems to be one
of the causes of such threat. This article aims to establish a theoretical answer to this problem by
analysing and making connections between three concepts, i.e. human security, the commons, and
property rights as theorised by John Locke. We find that the objective of private property rights regime
under appropriate conditions is consistent with the promotion of human security. Misunderstandings of
that objective, however, lead to an expansion of one’s private possessions without due concern about
human security which should indeed be the ultimate goal. This has caused problems of degradation of
the commons in many cases. Therefore, the matter of governing sustainable use of the commons is of
utmost importance. Research studies conducted by Elinor Ostrom and her colleagues on CPRs

governance constitute an important approach we can use to solve the problems.

Keywords: human security, property rights, the commons, common pool resources
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fiun: E. Ostrom. (2009, 413)
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